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Brewster and Muirhead
are Scottish champions

After a week of high-class curling,
Aberdeen’s Tom Brewster successfully
defended his title and Perth’s Eve
Muirhead added a third national crown
to her European gold at the Co-operative
Funeralcare Scottish Curling Championships, held at Dewar’s Rinks, Perth.
Brewster and his team of Greg Drummond,
Scott Andrews and Michael Goodfellow had
a slow start, losing two of their first three
round-robin games, but after that they stood
strong to reach the final via the Page 3 v 4
game, and eventually beat Perth’s David
Smith in what was – with six blank ends – a
cagey final. To win that game, Brewster took
an early lead when, in the third end , Warwick
Smith, playing fourth stones for his skip
David Smith, came up short with a draw,
handing Brewster a steal of two. In the eighth,
Brewster carved out a further two shots with a
delicate little split on two of his own front
stones that nudged one of them as well as his
shooter into scoring positions.
In the women’s event, four teams tied at
the end of the round-robin, and eventually
Perth’s Eve Muirhead and former
champion Gail Munro from Stranraer,
playing with a new, youthful front end of
Katie Wright and Jodie Milroy, emerged to
contest the final. After the teams swapped
singles in the first two ends, a focussed
Muirhead team – third Anna Sloan, Vickie
Adams and lead Claire Hamilton – stepped
up a gear to win in just eight ends by 9-3.

The Brewster and Muirhead teams now go
on to represent Scotland at world level –
Muirhead’s team will be hoping to add to
their European gold at the Ford World
Women’s Curling Championship in
Lethbridge, Canada in March, while
Brewster is planning to go one better than
last year’s silver at the World Men’s
Championship in Basel, Switzerland in April.
The Leslie Ingram-Brown Sportsmanship

Award which is voted for by the players,
was awarded to Cammy Smith. The Rhona
Martin Sportsmanship Award which is also
voted for by the players, was won by Katy
Richardson.
This was the first event in a three-year title
sponsorship deal between the Royal Club
and The Co-operative Funeralcare, who
acted as exemplar sponsors throughout.
Photos courtesy of Richard Gray

Junior champions in January
Congratulations to Hannah Fleming and her team of
Lauren Gray, Alice Spence & Abigail Brown, and Kyle
Smith and his team of Thomas Muirhead, Kyle Waddell
and Kerr Drummond on winning the Scottish Junior
Curling Championships last month. Both teams will
represent Scotland at the World Junior Curling
Championships in Östersund, Sweden, from 3-11
March.
In the women’s final, it was pretty much one-way
traffic, with Team Fleming scoring two in the second,
four in the fourth and singles in the sixth, seventh and
eighth ends, against Team Smith’s singles in the third
and fifth, to win the match 9-2 after eight ends.
In the men’s event, the final was controlled by Team
Smith with a steal of one in the third and a big two in
the eight and ninth (7-2).
The Junior Finals at Curl Aberdeen was played in
good spirit with all players taking heed of the new
discipline procedure put in place for brush abuse. The
Women’s winners with Debbie Knox (coach).
Triumphant Men with Robin Halliday (coach).
competitions were played on very good ice and big
thanks go to Tom Brewster and all his ice staff for this.
Photos by Brad Askew

Royal Club Notes
Online applications

The RCCC is pleased to introduce the
inaugural iCURL BONSPIEL to be held
at Kinross Ice Rink on Friday 30 March
2012.
The Bonspiel is open to all curlers, but
with an emphasis on the inclusion and
integration of curlers who have a physical
or sensory impairment or play using a
curling stick.
Entry is on an individual basis, and
teams will be drawn on the day to include
curlers from each of the adaptive
programmes. The entry fee of £10
includes morning tea/coffee, a minimum
of three 4-end games, lunch and
afternoon tea/coffee. For further
information or to download an entry form,
please go to
http://royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/
competitions/multi-disability-bonspiel/
…or contact Sheila Swan at
Sheila@royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org

The Royal Caledonian Curling Club are
pleased to advise that we can now offer easy
online applications for competitions and
courses. All you need to do is make sure we
hold your email address and login to the
membership database at
www.rcccmembers.org. You will then see
options for Competition Applications and
Course Applications.
The process is a simple as possible and
minimises the information you have to put in
as all your contact details will be drawn from
the information held in our database.
If you are entering a competition, we will
ask you to enter the names of your team

members (or provisional names at least)
by selecting them from the database. It's
easy and quick and payment is made
using your debit or credit card.

Nominations closed
Nominations for RCCC Vice President and
Directors have now closed.
We received the following nominations as
at close of business on the 14 February:
Vice President: Alan Durno
Directors (three vacancies): Leslie IngramBrown, Robert Kelly, Catherine Maclean,
Graham McWiggan
Information provided by the candidates
can be found on our website. Members
will be given the opportunity to vote for
their preferred candidates online or by
post in advance of the forthcoming AGM,
or in person at the AGM itself.
Details of voting procedures and the
timetable will be advised at a later date
online and by email to those where we
hold an email address.

Remembering Dr Ian Martin

The RCCC was saddened to hear of the
passing of Dr Ian Martin who was a
member of Wishaw Curling Club. Ian
served on the Council of the Royal
Caledonian Curling Club and liaised on
anti-doping matters for a number of years.
He was a practicing GP in Wishaw for over
50 years and his experience and advice
was invaluable to the RCCC in shaping
their anti-doping policies. He will be
greatly missed in the Lanarkshire
community.

The next issue of YOUR Curler is due out towards
the end of March (content submissions by 9 March).
In the meantime, keep up to date with curling news
and information at
www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org
YOUR Curler is published by the Royal Caledonian
Curling Club on a monthly basis during the winter
season. General enquiries to Cairnie House, Ingliston,
Newbridge, Midlothian, EH28 8NB. T: 0131 333 3003.
E: office@royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org
YOUR Curler enquiries to:
E: yourcurler@royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org

Finlay wins first

Asham U14 Slam

The Asham Under-14 Slam started on 18
February with 19 teams from across
Scotland. Sandy Scott deserves a special
mention as he and his dad set off from
Nairn at 3.30am after other commitments
the evening before! The etiquette
displayed and shot play was superb and
was definitely matched with the level of
enthusiasm. All teams played 12 ends of
curling in the round-robin stages, and
those progressing further played 20 ends
in total; a great effort from all.
In the final, the Perth & Kinross team of
Finlay Campbell, Kerr Sands, Callum
Kinnear and Drew Thomson met the Forfar
team of Euan McDiarmid, Ewan Maguire,
James Craik and Frazer Smith. Finlay
played a lovely last stone in the fourth and
final end and Euan’s hit and roll from the
wing didn’t pull off, which meant that
Finlay’s team won the event and carries
forward the maximum of 12 ‘Slam’ points
to the Aberdeen event on 3 March.

The Waterfront Ice Rink was the scene of
much frenetic activity earlier this month as
it hosted two important curling sessions.
The first was the record-breaking attempt
by the Waterfront Junior Curling Club to
break its own record set up last year in the
Curl-a-tonne Challenge to deliver the
maximum tonnage of granite up and down
the ice in a carefully-controlled period of
time. The second was another appearance
by the 70th Greenock & District scout troop
for a curling taster session.
The Curl-a-tonne Challenge was the
subject of much speculation. Eighteen junior
curlers, aged between 9 and 19 and drawn
from all over the Inverclyde area, were
formed into six teams of three. They set off
at a frantic pace on a given signal and
engaged in a properly structured ‘Hotshots’
competition, playing alternate draw and
strike shots, gaining points for themselves
as well as the team they represented.
Following a very exhausting 90 minutes
of activity, the closing signal was given and
70th Greenock & District scout troop with leaders David Love and Alison
18 very tired but exhilarated young curlers,
Reid.
Photo
courtesy
of
.
with their equally fatigued coaches, trooped
off the ice for a well-earned rest. The results
having been checked and verified, a hushed
gathering heard the news they had all been
waiting for: total tonnage of granite rock
delivered - 11.5 tonnes.
That was more than 0.5 tonnes in excess
of last year’s total, and a new record! In
addition, the fund-raising on the Sunday
afternoon amounted to a mind-boggling
£354.00 - a truly astonishing performance by
all concerned. Together with the amount
gathered by the JustGiving web page, all
proceeds were being sent to the Beatson
the whole
West of Scotland Cancer Centre.
group with a
The winners of the team prize on the day
representative
were Team 4, comprising Fraser Clark,
sample of
Charlie Stables and Sara McCaig. Winner of
de-handled
curling stones.
the individual award was Angus Shearer.
Photo courtesy
The club thanks all of the coaches, parents
of
and friends of the club for being present on
.
the day and being usefully employed on the
ice and generously donating all of the raffle
prizes. The club is also grateful for the
support given by Inverclyde Leisure which
provided the ice free of charge.
In the evening, it was the turn of the 70
Greenock & District scout troop to
experience a curling taster session under the
guidance of some of the fully-qualified
RCCC coaches previously involved in the
Curl-a-tonne Challenge and supervised by
Lead Coach, Sara McCaig.
Scout leaders David Love and Alison
Reid brought along an eager group of 15
very well turned out young scouts, some of
whom had attended last year. Their
behaviour was impeccable and a real joy to
coach. Everyone involved would like to
thank the Waterfront Junior Curling Club,
Jim Stables and club members/coaches for
their time and effort.’
These two events provided positive proof
(if proof was needed) that junior curling is
alive and well down Waterfront way.
Jim Stables; Vice Chairman WJCC

Waterfront Rocks
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Curlers from the Loch Leven Province who played the
USA curling team at the Kinross Curling Rink, during their
three-week tour of Scotland

The USA curling team with Pipe Sgt Nigel Kellett, from Kinross and
District Pipe Band, who piped them onto the ice at Kinross Ice Rink
for their game with Loch Leven Province

Watt, Prentice are Senior champs

The Women’s Championship silverware was
presented to Barbara Watt and her team by
RCCC Ladies President Claire McLaren,
while RCCC President Pat Edington handed
over the Men’s Championship trophy to
Keith Prentice and his yellow-trousered men.

Photograph courtesy of the Perthshire Advertiser

n Article by Alan Sloan, Tour Convener

The Scottish Senior Curling Championships
took place at Lanarkshire Ice Rink earlier this
month. The men’s finals were played out by
teams skipped by Keith Prentice, a former
champion, and Gary McFarlane and the
women’s even between teams skipped by
Barbara Watt and Enid Brown.
The Women’s final ended up being a
somewhat one-sided affair, with Barbara
Watt, Jean Hammond, Maggie Barry and Val
Mahon securing victory against Enid Brown,
Irene Baillie, Helen Gordon and Morag
Wellman after only seven ends.
The Men’s final, which was also played at
the same time, was a much closer affair, with
Keith Prentice, Lockhart Steele, Robin Aitken
and Tommy Fleming winning by stealing a 3
at the seventh end against Gary MacFarlane,
Douglas Ratcliffe, Don Rutherford and
Stewart Philp.
This is the fourth time Keith and his team
have won this Championship.
Good luck to both the men’s and women’s
winning teams, who now go on to represent
Scotland at the World Senior Curling
Championships in Copenhagen, Denmark, in
April. For more information on the World
Senior Championships, why not visit
http://www.worldcurling.org

USA race to
tour victory
The Herries Maxwell Trophy returned to the USA
this year with a triumphant victory over Scotland by
our American visitors, who hailed the tour as one of
the finest. Having toured all round the country for
over three weeks playing a total of 147 games, the
USA confirmed the destination of the coveted prize,
recording a convincing 1075 shots to Scotland’s 797.
A final friendly game and closing banquet was
held in Edinburgh on Sunday 19 February, and an
emotional end to the tour was summed up by
American team member Richard Macartney, who
said: “Our 20-member team was outnumber 4-1 by
so many people who have become friends that it
seemed to be just like a party back home where
you knew practically every one. I have to admit that
my emotions were so high that it was difficult to
express how happy we all were for the tremendous
outpouring of support and friendship shown to us at
this final formal event. Near the end of the evening we
did get the Herries Maxwell trophy. That is what we
thought we were coming for but it is the least of
what we actually took home.”
Alan Sloan, Tour Conveynor added: “It wouldn’t
have been possible without each area and province
taking part and looking after the tourists in giving
them a trip of a lifetime.”
Send your American stories for the next issue to
yourcurler@royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org

Strathcona Cup Tour
The 61 tourists met in mid-January for the
first time since being selected for the
Strathcona Cup Tour to Canada in January
2013. Bill Duncan, non-playing overall
captain, and the three playing captains Willie Nicoll (East), Mike Ferguson (Central)
and Greig Henderson (West) - announced
their rinks. Donald Whyte , East captain of
the 2003 tour, congratulated all tourists on
being selected and wished all well in the
‘battle’ for the Strathcona Cup. He remarked
that, in 2003, “56 curlers went out to Canada
and 56 brothers came back”.
RCCC President Pat Edington sent the
following message: “Gentlemen –
congratulations on your selection for the
2013 Tour. I know that you will have a
never-to-be-forgotten time in Canada. I wish
you well as you start on the nitty-gritty of
detailed organisation as you all get to know
each other at today’s’ meeting” .
The tourists have been researching past
tours, and the diary from 2003 has been very
helpful. More recent reports from Canada
indicate that we need to be prepared for very
cold temperatures. A few weeks ago,
Edmonton was warned to expect -50 degrees
windchill. One wonders whether it make
any difference if it is F or C?
Tourists are enjoying the preparations,

looking at kit, luggage, websites and tour
entertainment. And it is tradition for each
trip to have its own tour song! Entertainers
are already working on lyrics, and will link
them with a great tune.
“We certainly want to be able to keep
everyone at home informed of our progress
in Canada, and have been taking in the blog
of the USA tour currently in Scotland,” says
tour secretary Phil Barton.
“Many of the Strathcona Cup Tour 2013
party have been playing in the matches
against the Americans and will no doubt
gain some knowledge of how to cope with
the demands and thrills of a major tour.”
The tourists expressed a range of views
and comments at the inaugural meeting
including: being excited, nervous, and
following the family tradition. The
overwhelming comment was their
individual pride at being selected and at
being able to represent Scotland and the
Royal Club in Canada.
A highlight to look forward to will be the
‘warm-up’ match of the 2003 tourists v the
2013 tourists on Saturday 17 November at
Perth. More details will follow. The next
meeting of the Tour party is on 18 March in
Perth.
More news in the next edition…

New Monkland’s
Open Bonspiel
The New Monkland Curling Club held an open
bonspiel in January, when members were asked
to invite friends and colleagues who were
interested in curling. The club had arranged for
two RCCC trainers, Steven Russell and Norman
Whitfield, to come along and introduce our
friends to the sport.
On the evening, 11 friends came along. They
were divided into two sections, with one trainer
each, taken to either end of one of our rinks.
Meanwhile, the members who came along took
part in a friendly bonspiel which the secretary’s
team won. No prizes were given, but all who took
part enjoyed the event.
At the end of the session, we all repaired to the
bar, where a light supper was waiting for us.
There we were able to show our friends that the
club was not all about curling. The guests, to a
man or woman, agreed that the evening was a
great success and already one has applied for
membership.

Marshall Wilson Falconer
1943-2011

Bill Balfour 1953-2011
It was with sadness that the curling community in

Scotland learned of the death of Bill Balfour who had
Marshall was born on 6 October 1943 to Rev Dr Ronald and Mrs
Elizabeth Falconer of Coatdyke. The family moved to Newlands in been a prominent figure in curling for at least the last
decade.
Glasgow where he met his wife
Margaret through the youth circle at
Bill was a member of Falkland Curling
Newlands South church. They
Club as his Mother club and also with Abdie
married in 1968 and their daughter
as a Sister club, and served on the Area
Margaret was born in 1972 and son
Standing Committee of the Royal
Andrew in 1974.
Marshall and Margaret (a well-kent curler in
Ladies events in her own right) started their
curling careers with Glasgow Young Curlers,
playing at Crossmyloof. The family moved to
Killearn in 1979 and Marshall became a
member of Strathendrick Curling Club. Over the years, he proved to be a valued
and accomplished player, winning competitions at both club and Province (Forth
and Endrick) levels. He was a very active member of the club, on the committee
until recently, and was club President from 1992-1995.
He played in shareholders’ competitions at the old Stirling Ice Rink, and Peak
competitions at the new Stirling rink and the National Masters. He also played in
the 2005 Indoor Grand Match at the Borders Ice Rink in Kelso.
His sporting prowess extended to Buchanan Castle Golf Club, where he was,
until his death, the Greens Convenor. He was also a Past Captain of the golf club
from 1996-97, and as enthusiastic about his golf as he was about curling.
Latterly in retirement from the shoe trade, he cherished the time he spent with
his family, particularly grandchildren Eilidh, Duncan, Hamish, Magnus and Finlay.
His active lifestyle and endearing nature made him many friends and he was
always first to say ’good shot’ or ‘well played’. Testament to this high regard was
evidenced by the large number of mourners who attended his funeral service at
Clydebank Crematorium. His cancer had been diagnosed in April and he died at
the age of 67 in July 2011.
Marshall’s passing is a huge loss to Strathendrick Curling Club, and to the
wider curling fraternity.

Caledonian Curling Club for a number of
years. Most recently he was the convenor of
the successful Indoor Grand Match
competition, which took place at various ice
rinks across Scotland on 23 October 2010.
At Morrison’s Academy, Bill crafted a love of sports, especially rugby
and sailing, ending as Captain of Rugby for the school. Bill was also an
accomplished player of the bagpipes and he kept up the love of playing
the pipes all his adult life.
Leaving the Academy in 1971, Bill completed his first year at the
Royal (Dick) School of Veterinary Studies, but his love of sports and
socialising got in the way of his studies and he and the school parted
company after that first year!
Bill then forged a career in potato trading across Scotland, eventually
settling in Abernethy with his partner Edna. Bill was also an accomplished
sailor and spent some time as a member of the Royal Tay Yacht Club,
sailing often on the Tay and amongst the islands of the west coast.
It was in 1991 that Bill became a member of Falkland Curling Club,
and soon became a well-respected curler across the area. He had a
traditional approach to everything in his life and the time-honoured
traditions of curling were a clear draw to him.
Bill leaves behind daughter Catherine and partner Edna, also a keen
curler. He will be sadly missed by all who were fortunate enough to have
known him.

Around the Clubs
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World record bid in Dumfries sights

Dewars
Yara Farmers Championship 23-27 January:
High Road winners: C Harvey (Musselburgh);
runners-up: R Clark (Mauchline).
Low Road winners: R McGregor (Auchterarder); runners-up D Robertson (Stonehaven).
Teams lists: D Robertson, A Robertson, M
Buchanan, A Farmer; C Harvey, R Aitken, A
Somerville, J Braes; R McGregor, A Bayne, P
McLaren, J McLaren; R Clark, T Allen,
N.Sands, J Johnston.
Rob Niven’s rink (Kinross, pictured above)
picked up an 8-ender in the competition as
well.

The Peak, Stirling
Sports Village
The British Ladies Open Curling
Championships, sponsored by John
R. Weir (Mercedes-Benz) take place
on Tuesday 6th March. Entry fee £80
per team payable on the day. 3 five
end games. Price includes tea/coffee
and biscuits on arrival and buffet
lunch. For further information or entry
form contact: Isabel Gillespie, 01324
822 463 or e-mail

isabelg@blueyonder.co.uk

Ten Dumfries curlers are aiming high and
looking to set a new world record for
longest continuous curling match, which
currently stands at 57 hours and 44 seconds.
Two teams are making the attempt: Team
1 is Graham Sloan, David Owen, Scott
Robertson, Graham Black, and James
Findlay. Team 2 is Ruariadh Whyte, Stuart
Henderson, Neil Henderson, Chris Jardine,
David McMiken.
The event takes place from 1– 4 March at
Dumfries Ice Bowl. The boys have increased
their fitness programmes in a last attempt to
get into top condition before putting
themselves through this gruelling challenge.
Curling Development Officer Graham
Sloan said “We only started looking into the
possibility of attempting the world record a
few months ago and it has been snowballing
ever since. There is a real buzz around the Ice
Bowl and the team has been receiving great
amounts of support and help from the
facility and local curlers.”
The team hopes to raise funds to help
develop curling at Dumfries Ice Bowl and
within the region, developing the junior
section and upgrading the current stones to
bring them up to competition standard.
This would allow the Ice Bowl to start
bidding to stage national and international
events, attracting more people to visit the
area during competitions. Scottish and
European Championships would certainly
be on the facility radar.
The record attempt will see two teams of
five playing against each other. They will

compete four against four on the ice, with
the fifth player rotating in when someone
needs a rest. The teams will have a fiveminute break for every fully completed
hour.
The game will start at 10am on Thursday
1 March, and the record is expected to be
broken somewhere around 6pm-8pm on
Saturday 3 March. All going well, the teams
will then power on into Sunday to reach the
squad’s target of 72 hours.
Graham said: “It’s going to be an
almighty effort from the guys, but we are all
full of confidence and can’t wait to get
started. As one of our main aims is to raise
the profile of curling within Dumfries Ice
Bowl, we would like to invite anyone who
might be interested in coming down during
the four days to watch - or even get the
chance to have a go on the ice, playing
alongside the record attempt teams.”
“Coaches will be on hand to help those
who have never been on the ice before.
Fund-raising challenges like ‘Draw the
Button’ will take place, with lots of prizes
up for grabs. Everyone can get involved
and your support would be much
appreciated - so why not come down and
see what’s going on?”
The squad would like to thank
Loudmouth Golf for sponsoring them with
trousers for the event!
For further details, and how to get
involved, please contact the Ice Bowl on
01387 251 300 or go straight to our website
at www.curlingworldrecord.co.uk

The Holiday Inn Express Perth
offers 81 guestrooms complete with
satellite TV, tea & coffee facilities,
FREE Express Breakfast Buffet,
FREE WiFi and FREE on-site Car Parking.
Prices from only £49 per room, per night
Subject to availability
For more information about the
Hotel please visit:
www.hiexpressperth.co.uk
Or call 01738 636666
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Braehead

(l-r) Skip Camilla Johanson, 2nd Sigrid Kamp,
3rd Isabell Anderson, Lead Jennifer Marshall.

Jennifer saves Glynhill International team
A Swedish team already on their way to
Braehead to play in this year’s Glynhill
International was, due to unforeseen
circumstances, a player short.
It was confirmed by the Chief Umpire
that they would require a full complement
of four to start in the competition .They
alerted the organisers, and a search
went out for another player.
At 4pm on the Thursday, in stepped
Jennifer Marshall, who is a member of
The Royal Club talent programme.
Jennifer agreed to cancel all her plans
for the weekend and arrived at Braehead
with her mum Jane (a former Scottish
Champion herself) at 7.30am on the
Friday, to be introduced to her fellow
team mates.
And what started out as a young
athlete helping out three curlers from
another country developed quickly into a
team that was determined to do as well
as they could in the circumstances. They
had to play three games on the Friday
and another two on the Saturday.
Although they lost their first two games,

by only two shots, they bounced back to
win their next three and had done
enough to make the quarter-finals. In
between games, it was clear that they
were enjoying each other’s company and
busy making new friends with the other
teams they had played against.
But on the Sunday morning, they came
up against Mirjam Ott’s team, who were
in top form all weekend. Unfortunately,
they lost out by eight shots to four.
However, it was clear that all four players
were delighted to have done so well and, more importantly, they had become
good friends over the three days of the
competition. Jennifer’s mum Jane, who
came along to watch a few games, was
very proud of her daughter. Typical of
Jennifer’s attitude was to go out of her
way to thank the organiser’s for asking
her to play.
Congratulations to Jennifer for doing so
well - and special thanks from the
Glynhill competitions Committee.
Report by David Horne, CDO Braehead
Photo by John McGowan

Curl Aberdeen’s
Petrofac Open
Curl Aberdeen was home to the Petrofac
Aberdeen City Open 2012 earlier this
month, which saw 24 curling teams with
players from across Scotland, the
Netherlands and France take to the ice.
The competition attracted a wide range
of curlers from juniors (under 21s),
seniors, men, women and also a
wheelchair user team. Each team played
a minimum of four games over Friday
and Saturday, with eight teams
progressing to the quarter-finals on
Sunday morning.
The overall winners of the Petrofac
Aberdeen City Open were locals Team
Brewster from Aberdeen, who defeated
Team Barr in a closely contested final
that came down to the last stone of the
competition to determine the winner of
the event.

The members of the winning team
were Tom Brewster, Greg Drummond,
Scott Andrews, Michael Goodfellow and
Ron Brewster - pictured with the Lord
Provost and Gordon Smith, commercial
and legal vice-president for Petrofac
Offshore Engineering & Operations.
The weekend was a resounding success
and Curl Aberdeen is already looking at
plans for the 2013 event. The next major
curling event to take place in Aberdeen
will be the Scottish Mixed Championships, which takes place at the end of
March.

Victorious Vikings raid South Hamilton Kinross
Unlike the Battle of Largs in 1236, usually
declared as a non-scoring draw, the second
international tournament, organised by South
Lanarkshire's enterprising Wheelchair Curling
Club, ended in a victory for four modern
Vikings. The competition, held at Hamilton
Ice Rink in mid-January, ended with a final
between the national teams of Norway and
Sweden.
Last year, World Champions Canada
crossed the Atlantic to become first winners
of the handsome granite curling stone trophy.
This time, it was merely the North Sea to be
crossed, as the two Scandinavian teams
pushed aside their competitors from
Scotland, England, and Germany. The Scots

were represented by two teams of international players and a development squad.
These three teams included between them
some six members of the host club, South
Lanarkshire.
Our next big playing event is the annual
'Tunnocks Tournament' to be held in April.
Supported by the famous Lanarkshire
makers of Caramel Wafers, one of Scotland's
most significant family businesses, the
Tunnocks Tournament has grown and
grown. It's now such a size that we have a
waiting list of teams from North Wales to
Frankfurt, hoping to get on the excellent
Hamilton ice to test themselves against the
best wheelchair curlers in Scotland.

The reigning National Virtual Club
Bonspiel, Kinross, will be hosting this
year’s National Virtual Club Bonspiel on
Saturday 10 March, starting at 9am. The
event is supported by the Royal
Caledonian Curling Club, and the main
event sponsors are Ailsa Craig Jewellery.
Twenty Virtual Club teams from across
Scotland will be playing for the title,
which Kinross will be defending after last
year’s win at Lockerbie. The Bonspiel is
open to virtual club members, all of
whom are in the first or second year of
curling.

