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Silver for Scots
Women at European
Championships
Eve Muirhead’s women gave up their European crown when
they went down to Russia 5-6 after an extra end in the ﬁnal
of the European Championships in Karlstad, Sweden (8-15
Dec). By Muirhead’s own admission, this was not one of the
better Scottish performances of the week, and it started oﬀ
badly when Russia stole a single in the ﬁrst end after poor
set-up play by the Scots.
Muirhead drew for two and the lead in the third and made Russia take
a single in the fourth but, as she attempted to blank the ﬁfth, Muirhead
thinned on her Russian target, nudging it, but not clearing it, giving
Russia another single steal for a 3-2 half-time lead. Muirhead then went
ahead again with a draw for two in the sixth, but Sidorova levelled again
in the seventh for 4-4.
The Scots blanked the eighth and Russia had her third single steal
of the game in the ninth, when Muirhead’s ﬁnal draw came up short.
Muirhead was facing two Russian counters when she came to play her
ﬁnal shot in the tenth and delivered a clean hit-and-stay for one to out
the game into an extra end.
The Scots set up the extra end well, with two early centre guards,
but Russian second player Margarita Fomina produced the shot of the
game to clear them both and take out a Scottish counter on the four
foot. This shot put an end to Scots’ hopes and Sidorova hit and stayed
for the one shot needed for her to claim the title.
Afterwards, a disappointed Muirhead said, “You know, not an awful
lot went wrong there. It wasn’t our best performance and we’ve played
better this week. We just had one or two slack shots here and there, but
they played well. But we had a few chances and I thought we were in
control”.

“Anyone would be happy in a European ﬁnal to be going into the extra
end with last stone, it just wasn’t to be for us. The extra end could have gone
either way – their second made a fantastic double and took out one in the
house too, so we just knew they were going to make that ﬁnal shot”
Scotland’s men concluded their round-robin programme with an 8-5 win
over Hungary, thereby ﬁnishing in seventh place and securing the country’s
slot at this season’s world championship. A subdued Brewster reﬂected
further on his trying week. “Qualiﬁcation? That’s great, but ultimately we
didn’t come here just to do that, we came here to win medals and we’re
disappointed we’re not in the play-oﬀs”.
Playing in front of a large crowd at the Löfbergs Lila Arena, hometown boy
Niklas Edin (Sweden) beat Norway’s Thomas Ulsrud 8-5 in the ﬁnal to win the
European title for the second time.
For more on the European Championships and event reports visit:
www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org and click News.
Scotland’s International teams are sponsored by Tullis Russell.
Pictured R-L: Eve Muirhead (Skip), Anna Sloan (Third), Vicki Adams (Second),
Claire Hamilton (Lead), Sarah Reid (Alternate) with their coach David Hay.
Report: Mike Haggerty, Photo: © WCF / Richard Gray 2012

Rhona Martin Honoured in
Scottish Sports Hall of Fame
Rhona Martin MBE became one of the latest inductees into the Scottish Sports Hall of Fame at a
ceremony held at the National Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh on November 15th along with ﬁve
other celebrated sporting heroes including Archie Gemmill (association football),
Margaret McEleny MBE (swimming), Ken Scotland (rugby), Belle Moore (swimming),
and Willie Anderson (golf). Story continued on page 2.
Picture by: Rob Eyton-Jones / sportscotland
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Final Tour
Preparations
It is now only three weeks before we set oﬀ
on our quest to regain the Strathcona Cup on
the Royal Club Men’s tour to Canada in January 2013. Non
playing captain Bill Duncan and the three playing captains, Greig
Henderson, Mike Ferguson and Willie Nicoll have been working
hard with tourists to prepare for the ‘trip of a lifetime’.
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Sub committees have been making all the plans to make the tour
a success and the tour has beneﬁted from tremendous support from
Goldline. It has been quite surprising to discover all the small details
and tasks required in preparing for a tour of 61 curlers.
Our songsters have been preparing tour songs and have refreshed
some lyrics of well known songs to entertain our Canadian hosts.
The tour bloggers have been honing their journalistic skills to report
on the matches and selected aspects of the tour.
Tourists have also taken part in various curling events so far this
season. Rinks have participated in the Dumfries 10th Birthday
Bonspiel, The Braehead Open and participated in a well attended
‘friendly’ practice session at Murrayﬁeld (pictured: 16 of our curlers
prepare for Canada). The tour had their ﬁrst formal tour match
on 27th October at Forfar – 56 of the tour party were able to play
together. The quality of play was high and the commitment to
playing together as rinks was outstanding and bodes well for
Canada. On 17th November we enjoyed a great series of matches
v the 2003 tourists at Perth. We are very aware that they returned
victorious from Canada, and so we were happy to take note of their
‘tour tips’. It should be noted that we were also victorious.
On Tuesday 8th January we muster at the Quality Hotel, Edinburgh
Airport, for a meal and tour photos before ﬂying to Canada via
Heathrow on 9th January. The East and Central tours ﬂy to Ottawa;
and then the East travel onto Halifax. The West have a slightly later
start and ﬂy direct from London to Vancouver.
Visit www.strathconacuptour2013.co.uk for more about our
preparations and of course from January 9th follow our progress and
the results in Canada.
Phil Barton, Tour Secretary.

Rhona Martin Honoured... continued from front page
Launched in 2002, the Scottish Sports Hall of Fame has been developed through a unique partnership between sportscotland
and National Museums Scotland to recognise and celebrate Scotland’s rich sporting heritage. By providing a public record
of Scotland’s greatest sportsmen and women, the Hall aims to inspire younger generations and promote a culture of Scots
recognising and celebrating Scottish success across a range of sports.
The 2002 Winter Olympics provided Rhona Martin’s most notable sporting achievement, as she skipped the Great Britain women’s curling team to
gold – the ﬁrst for Team GB at the Winter Olympics since Torvill and Dean in 1984. The achievement of the team – which included Debbie Knox, Fiona
MacDonald and Janice Rankin – attracted a huge amount of interest and they arrived home to a heroes’ welcome. The stone that clinched the victory,
dubbed the stone of destiny, is now housed in the Scottish Sports Hall of Fame exhibition in the National Museum of Scotland. Rhona, from Ayrshire,
received an MBE in 2002 in recognition of her services to curling.
After retiring from competition in 2006, Rhona took up coaching and went on to graduate from the UK Sport “Elite Coach” development programme. She
is now Head Coach for women’s curling at the sportscotland institute of sport.
Rhona, who is the ﬁrst curler ever to be inducted into the Hall of Fame, said:“To be asked to be part of the Scottish Sports Hall of Fame is absolutely
amazing and a huge honour…I remember being at the launch of the Hall of Fame, just after we won our gold medal in Salt Lake City, and I was in awe at
the people who were getting inducted – so now to be part of that is unbelievable.”
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2012 Olympic
Prize Draw
As our attention turns to the Sochi 2014 Olympic and Paralympic
Winter Games only 14 months away, we’d like to reﬂect on what an
outstanding year of sport it has been.
Most notably, the London 2012 Olympic and Paralympic Games have given
us some of the most memorable and inspiring sporting moments and we’d like
to give you the opportunity to remember these great achievements by owning
your own piece of Games memorabilia.

We’re giving away a Team GB shirt signed by some remarkable
sporting heroes – Dame Kelly Holmes, Steve Backley, Amir Khan,
Dame Mary Peters, Amy Williams, Duncan Goodhew and David
Hemery. We’re also including a 5 DVD box set of the London 2012
Olympic Games featuring the full opening ceremony, over 7 hours of
highlights and closing ceremony.
Enter online at:
e-draw/
org/your-curler/2012-olympic-priz
lub.
ngc
http://royalcaledoniancurli
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Forfar Indoor Sports, 27-28 December

Mercure Perth Masters

Dewars Centre, Perth, 3-6 January 2013

Scottish Senior Men’s
Championship Qualiﬁers

Greenacres Curling Rink, 4-6 January 2013

The Co-operative Funeralcare
Scottish Men’s Championship
Qualiﬁers

Dewars Centre, Perth, 12-13 January 2013

The Co-operative Funeralcare
Scottish Men’s Championship
Qualiﬁers

Dewars Centre, Perth, 18-20 January 2013

Scottish Senior Men’s
Championship Qualiﬁers

Glynhill Ladies International

The Scottish Junior Curling
Club Challenge

Skills Awards Challenge Trophy

Forfar Indoor Sports, 4-6 January 2013

Murrayﬁeld Curling, 5-6 January 2013

WFG Continental Cup

Braehead, Glasgow, 18-20 January 2013

Dumfries Ice Bowl, 13 January 2013

Asham Under 14 Slam

Penicton, BC, Canada 10-13 January 2013

Stranraer Ice Rink, 19 January 2013

Bernese Ladies Cup

Four Nations

Bern, Switzerland, 11-13 January 2013

Ayr Ice Rink, 19-20 January 2013
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Under 17’s Grand Slam
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This prize draw is open to RCCC mem
bers only, closing date is
Friday 11 January 2013, terms and
conditions apply see online for det
ails.
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Scottish Curling Championships Qualiﬁers

Qualiﬁers for The Co-operative Funeralcare
Scottish Women’s Curling Championship
were played out at Dumfries Ice Bowl, 1-2
December.
Two sections of four teams competed to
determine the top two teams in each section
who will play at the ﬁnals week, 11-17 February
2013, Dewars Centre, Perth.
The following teams in each group qualiﬁed:
Section A: Jennifer Martin, Lauren Baxter
Section B: Kerry Barr, Gina Aitken
The four qualifying teams will join Eve Muirhead,
Gail Munro, Hannah Fleming and Jackie Lockhart
who gained automatic qualiﬁcation by reaching
last year’s page play oﬀs.

The Scottish Senior Women’s Championship
qualiﬁers were played out at Lockerbie Ice
Rink 7-9 December to determine which teams
would compete at the Scottish Senior Finals,
7-10 February 2013, Lanarkshire Ice Rink.
The top three teams in each of four sections
qualiﬁed:
Section A: Gwen Prentice, Christine Cannon,
Enid Brown
Section B: Elaine Semple, Marion Murdoch,
Yvonne Birnie
Section C: Kay Gibb, Hazel Swankie,
Anne Smith

Qualiﬁers
for
the
Scottish
Junior
Championships also took place 7-9 December
at Dewars Centre Perth to determine which
Junior Men’s and Junior Women’s teams
would compete at the Finals, 23-27 January,
Curl Aberdeen.
The following teams in each group qualiﬁed:
Section A: Ross Whyte, Kyle Smith, Frazer Keil
Section B: Grant Hardie, Robin Brydone
Section C: Stuart Taylor, Fraser Thomson,
Bruce Mouat
Section D: Jennifer Martin, Gina Aitken,
Alison Wood

Section D: Kate Adams, Maggie Mauchline,
Angela Wilcox

Section E: Tasha Aitken, Maggie Wilson,
Katie Murray, Lauren Baxter

Full line scores and standings for each competition can be viewed at http://royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/comps/
Qualiﬁcation for the Scottish Senior Men’s Championship and The Co-operative Funeralcare Scottish Men’s Championship and will take place in January 2013.
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Regional Funspiel Under 13
& Under 15 Qualiﬁers

YOUR CURLER

The South Qualiﬁer was hosted at Dumfries Ice Bowl on Saturday 24th November
with teams representing Borders, Stranraer, Ayr, Lockerbie and Dumfries.
The local team from Dumfries faired best in
the Under 13 section skipped by Fraser Morton
along with his team of Natasha Kerr, Hamish
Gallacher and Mollie Milligan (pictured left).
In the Under 15 section, last year’s National
Funspiel holders Stranraer were succesful in the
qualiﬁcation stage and will represent the
South region at the National Finals in March.
South U15 qualiﬁers; Euan Kyle, Stewart Kyle,
Andrew Gilmore & Lauren Smith (pictured right).

9 teams arrived at Forfar Indoor Sports to
take part in the North Qualiﬁer. The Under
13s was a close aﬀair but it was Forfar to fair
strongest after the last round.
North U13 qualiﬁers,NicolaJoiner,AdamMacDiarmid,
Graeme Grant and Daniel Harrison (Forfar) (pictured
left). The Under 15s was equally as good as the Under
13s, with good shot making. The last round game
between Forfar and Aberdeen proved to be the
decider as both teams were unbeaten but it was to be
a Forfar winner. North U15 qualiﬁers; Ewan Maguire,
Bruce Keillor, Fraser Smith and Angus Redford (Forfar)
(pictured right).

y o u r c u r l e r @ r o y a l c a l e d o n i a n c u r l i n g c l u b. o r g

The East Area Funspiel qualiﬁer at Dewars
was a great exhibition of young curling from
Stirling, Kinross, Edinburgh and Perth Junior
Curling Clubs.
The section games were close with Perth triumphing
in both U13 and U15. The U13 team was Callum
Kinnear, Duncan McFadzean, Mark Watt and Calum
Robertson (pictured left) and the U15 team was Kerr
Sands, Mili Smith, Iona Reekie & Angus Todd (pictured
right)

Teams from Braehead, East Kilbride, Hamilton
and the Waterfront, Greenock took part in
the West Qualiﬁer. Hamilton went on to win the
U13 age group (pictured left). The best game of the
day turned out to be the ﬁnal game in The U15s with
an all girls East Kilbride team winning the 1st four
ends and leading by 4 shots to nil going into the last
end. However, the four boys from Hamilton were not
giving up and managed to score a ﬁve in the last end
to win the game and of course the West Funspiel
(pictured right).

Consideration
for Other Curlers

rpts from
Each month we are featuring exce

the

RCCC’s Pocket Etiquette Reminder
which was issued in this year’s membership mailing.

• Do not disturb a player in the hack; remain quiet and outwith his / her line of vision
• When your opposition is playing, stand at the side of the rink, between the hog lines
• Never cross the ice in front of a running stone
• Only skips and acting skips should be in the house at any time and they should keep their brushes hidden
when the opposition is playing
• At the ﬁnish of an end, only the acting skips should be in the house until a score is agreed

YOUR CURLER

Curling Etiquette
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Scottish Mixed
Doubles
The Scottish Mixed Doubles was a well contested event
this year. The good swinging ice at Dewars Centre allowed
for some great games.
In the semi John Hamilton & Kerry Barr took a 3 oﬀ Graham Shedden &
Claire Sloan at the 1st but gave up 4 in end 2. Claire played at triple raise
for 2 in end four to take a 2 shot lead. 2 more steals set up the win 8 - 4.
In the other semi Bruce Mouat & Gina Aitken took a 4 at the 1st against
Alan & Nancy Smith but Alan hit back with a 1 then a steal. Alan played
at double raise for another steal at end four. Another 4 in end six gave
them a 2 shot lead. Bruce took 2 in end seven to tie the game coming
home. Bruce & Gina played a great last end to steal a 1 for victory.
The ﬁnal started with Bruce & Gina picking up a 4 at the 1st then a 2
when Claire failed with a draw in end two. Graham & Claire got oﬀ the
mark with a single in end three. Bruce had a double for 4 in end four but
just missed it and lost a 1 he made up for it in end ﬁve with a draw for
3. This set up the win.

Bruce Mouat & Gina Aitken will now get the opportunity to represent
Scotland in the World Championships in New Brunswick, Canada at the end
of April.
Thanks go to Colin Moreland and Shelagh Fulton for being in attendance at
the presentation also thanks go to all the staﬀ for a good weekend.
Photo: Colin Moreland, Gina Aitken, Bruce Mouat, Shelagh Fulton

Double Rink
championship
Eleven clubs played in the Double Rink Championship at
Stranraer from 7-9 December.
The sections games were closely contested on Friday and Saturday.
The semi-ﬁnals on Sunday morning saw Dalry Union take on Reform and
Kilsyth against Musketeers. The ﬁrst club to progress to the ﬁnal was
Reform who won both games against Dalry Union. After an extra end in
the other matches it was Musketeers who progressed to the ﬁnal.

The ﬁnal was nip and tuck all the way in both games and was thoroughly enjoyed by the
spectators. Musketeers took the trophy for the third year in a row.
Mary Anne McWilliam, Junior Vice President of Ladies Branch presided over the prize giving
where Gail Munro presented the prizes to Musketeers on behalf of McMillan Hotels.

Greenacres
Under 17 Slam

The Holiday Inn Express Perth
The 81
Holiday
Inncomplete
Express
Perth
offers
guestrooms
with
The Greenacres Under 17 Slam for the Baljaﬀray Trophy was held at Greenacres
satellite
& coffee facilities,
offersTV,
81tea
guestrooms
complete with
Curling
Rink from 1-2 December. The trophy was ﬁrst played for in 1988 and it
FREE Express Breakfast Buffet,
satellite
TV,
tea
&
coffee
facilities,
was
introduced
by virtue of donation by two keen curlers Margaret and Jim Paul,
FREE WiFi and FREE on-site Car Parking.
FREE Express Breakfast Buffet, who farmed at Baljaﬀray. Margaret is still curling today.

Ninety two competitors took part in six sections of four teams per section. All games were of
Prices
onlyand
£49 per
room,
per night
FREE
on-site
Car Parking.
FREEfrom
WiFi
6 end duration except for the ﬁnal which was 8 ends. In the Finals, thrilling entertainment and
Subject to availability

For
more information
about
theper
Prices
from only
£49
Hotel please visit:
Subject to availability
www.hiexpressperth.co.uk
Or call 01738 636666

room,

For more information about the
Hotel please visit:
www.hiexpressperth.co.uk

YOUR CURLER

a great display of curling tactics was demonstrated by the four teams. The Low Road saw nail
biting play from beginning to end resulting in Carson v Carswell (4-8). In the High Road, Baird
per
night
v Whyte,
the eighth end score was peeled at (3-3) with both teams keeping the pressure up
– Whyte triumphed with his last stone at the extra end.
The competition was well attended by parents and friends and the games were contested
keenly in the true spirit of curling.
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British Open Wheelchair Championship
The British Open Wheelchair Championship was held at
Lanarkshire Ice Rink from 11-13 November, and was for the
ﬁrst time an international aﬀair. Two teams from Russia,
including Andrey Smirnov and his reigning World Curling
Championship team, along with Billy Bell from Wales,
Stephen McGarry from England, and National Squad teams
skipped by Aileen Neilson and Gregor Ewan were among
the12 team ﬁeld.

Championship, Andrey Smirnov chose an angled raised takeout but missed
to give the game and the British Open Championship to Team Webster, a
fantastic win for the South Lanarkshire Wheelchair Curling Club team.
In the 3rd/4th playoﬀ game between the National Squad teams, the game
went Gregor Ewan’s way for a comfortable win over Aileen Neilson.
Pictured: British Open Champions 2012, L-R Gordon Rainey,
Paul Webster, Angela Higson and John Doyle.

Scottish Province
Championship

Congratulations to the Royal Club Academy’s Team
Wilson on winning the Aberdeen Ladies Open.

Loch Leven (Kinross CC) won the Scottish Province
Championship which took place at Greenacres Curling
Rink from 16-18 November.

Rhiann MacLeod subbed in for Maggie Wilson who was ill at the
event which ran from 16-18 November at Curl Aberdeen.
The ﬁnal was an all Aberdeen aﬀair with Kay Gibb, Kim Brewster,
Louise Edwards and Marion Malcolm ﬁnishing in second place.

Ross McCleary’s team of Craig Gudmundson, Hugh Thomson &
Gavin Baird (pictured with RCCC President Bill Duncan) defeated
Moray 1 (Nairn CC) Alister Asher, Ross Cope, Ryan Asher & Robbie
Cope in the ﬁnal.
Loch Leven had won the toss and started with a 2 which Moray
then equalled in the next end. Loch Leven drew for 3 in end three
but again Moray replied with a good double for 3 in end four. A 2 and
then a steal of 1 in the next two ends however set up the win: 8 : 5.
In the Low Road Final, Central (Keir CC) of Lee McCleary, Judith
McFarlane, Barbara McPake & Eric McKay defeated East Lothian’s
(Athelstaneford CC) John Shedden, Robin Aitken, Callum Harvey &
Alec Kerr. Central stole a 1 then a 2 to take a 3 shot lead after two ends
another steal at 3 set up them up for their 7 – 4 win.

Pictured left to right: Lesley Young, Rebecca Kesley,
Rachel Hannen, Rhiann MacLeod.
Photo: Ian Young
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Photo: Hugh Stewart
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Aberdeen
Ladies Open

y o u r c u r l e r @ r o y a l c a l e d o n i a n c u r l i n g c l u b. o r g

After the round robin Aileen Neilson, with Tom Killin, Robert McPherson
and Angie Malone topped her section, and Andrey Smirnov in second
place qualiﬁed for the semi ﬁnals. In the other section Gregor Ewan with
Jim Gault, Ian Donaldson and Gill Keith ﬁnished top, and Paul Webster
with Gordon Rainey, John Doyle, playing in his ﬁrst ever championship,
and Angela Higson went through to the semi ﬁnals. Bill Masterton had
also played for the Webster team in early rounds.
The semi ﬁnal game between Team Neilson and Team Webster saw
Webster take control from the start winning the ﬁrst three ends and
picking up 4 shots at the 5th to go 8-1 ahead, too far for Team Neilson
thus giving Team Webster a place in the ﬁnal. The game between Gregor
Ewan and Andrey Smirnov was a close contest but despite Ewan being
two shots ahead going into the last end, he lost a three to give Smirnov
the other ﬁnal spot.
In the ﬁnal Team Webster lost 3 at the ﬁrst end but recovered by
taking singles at the next two ends. Smirnov took singles at the 4th
and 5th ends for a 5-2 lead. However, undaunted Team Webster evened
the score at the 7th end. Going into the last end without last stone was
nail-biting for the supporters behind the glass. With his last stone of the
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Waterfront
Sunday 2nd December 2012 was the day set aside for one
of only three Sundays throughout the curling season where
that sport takes precedence over skating.
The Waterfront Junior Curling Club had organised two events back-toback. The Family Funspiel was where entire families comprising juniors
and their parents or friends battle through six ends of curling to be
awarded the ultimate accolade of the Top Curling Family in Inverclyde
2012. It is customary for all participants to appear in attire appropriate
to the chosen theme for the year, this year’s being the London Olympics
2012. Winning team and Top Curling Family in Inverclyde 2012 were,
Team Smith (Swimming) – pictured L to R – Alistair, Lesley, George and
Susan.
There followed an engrossing and high quality inter club friendly
between the juniors of Braehead and Waterfront who were given
alliterative sub-names in the manner of British rugby teams or US
baseball teams . WJCC became Waterfront Warriors and BYC became
Braehead Braves for the day. In the end, the Braves triumphed in the
game by 10 shots to 6 with the Warriors gaining parity by winning the
Hotshots Challenge by 48 to 42. The Best Shot of the Day award chosen
by a Braves parent went to a Warrior, skip of the U13 team, Stuart
Anderson.
Organiser and vice chairman of WJCC, Jim Stables said: ‘The Family
Funspiel has become a ﬁxture on our calendar and even though some of

our major players were unavoidably missing on the day, those remaining still
enjoyed an event to remember. It was a real joy to be involved with the interclub friendly. The juniors from both clubs, smartly attired in their distinctive
clubwear, behaved impeccably throughout and their rink etiquette was
exemplary. Clearly this sport is in good hands when the next generation is
observed to be performing so well.’

Murrayﬁeld Curling
On good swinging ice, the Edinburgh International was
played from 9-11 November. Twenty four teams started on
Friday morning including teams from Germany, Finland,
Switzerland and Norway. Twelve Scottish teams featured
including Brewster, Gray, Muirhead, Hardie, Hamilton,
Edwards, McMillan and Black.
A good low scoring ﬁnal was contested between Brewster (Scotland)
and Jahr (Germany). Both teams had chances but Brewster went on
to win the International and Jahr the Berne bear. Many thanks to all
sponsors, The Braid Hills Hotel, Murrayﬁeld Curling Ltd and all smaller
ones. Thanks also to umpires and staﬀ upstairs and down.

On Friday 16th November the Ladies Centre of Curling held their annual
Bonspiel at Murrayﬁeld. There were 48 ladies on the ice almost a full house.
In this competition we try to mix up the clubs and have ladies playing with
and against each other who would not normally meet on the ice. This makes
for a very informal and friendly atmosphere. Congratulations to the winner’s
rink skipped by Sheila Miller and also to the Runners Up rink skipped by
Sheila Clark.
Winners pictured (above): Sheila Miller, Susan Munro,
Marjorie Beaumont, Susan Ritchie

Runners up pictured (right):
Sheila Clark, Myra Fell,
Marion McClung,
Rosemary Meldrum

YOUR CURLER
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Inverness Junior
Curling International
The 31st Inverness Junior Curling International was played
to a successful conclusion at Inverness Ice Centre, 9-11
November. The prize fund of £1,400.00 ensured the event
was as competitive as previous seasons with every team
dropping at least one game during the qualifying rounds.

Photo: Girls Winners - Sophie Jackson,
Katie Murray(Skip), Laura Ritchie, Jodie Milroy.

Lanarkshire Ice
Rink
The Lawrie Trophy was held on 8th November
2012. The competition is run by the Upperward of
Lanarkshire Curling Club of which Gavin Lindsay
had been President for the last 20 years. Sadly
Gavin passed away last month. Alec Lamb (Club
Secretary) narrated a very ﬁne tribute to Gavin
before the prize giving.
Congratulations to winners, Coulter, with rinks skipped
by Miekle Jackson and Bryce Smith. It’s the third year
in succession that Coulter have won the Trophy. A
tremendous performance in itself and this year made all
the more special by an 8-Ender achieved by Bryce’s rink
(Hugh Jackson, Jack Wight and Tom Moﬀat - pictured)
against Lanark 2.

Next Issue

Send us your club or rink news, events and articles to:

yourcurler@royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org

Your Curler is published by The Royal Caledonian Curling Club.

by 8th January 2013 for the next issue.
www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org

tel: 0131 333 3003
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Photo: Boys Winners - James Carswell,
Robin Brydone (Skip), Calum Greenwood, Thomas Halder.
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In the girls event Perth’s Kirsty Paterson, with Nairn’s Dionne Clark
throwing third stones, secured a direct route to the ﬁnal. Katie Murray’s
Stirling Rink were quickest out of the gate in the 2/3 playoﬀ and a big
steal of four in the third helped Murray open a seven shot lead that
proved insurmountable to set up a ﬁnal rematch with Kirsty Paterson’s
rink.
Paterson, who had opted to move Elspeth Lean to skip, had turned
over the Murray four 9-2 in the round robin. However the Murray
rink continued their Sunday form and opened with two steals before
Paterson was forced to take her single in the third. The game changer
came in the fourth where quality front end play set up the opportunity
and Murray made no mistake in posting a big four. Murray’s squad
continued to dominate with the Paterson four unable to scale the
heights that saw them top the qualifying section and they eventually
shook 8-3 down.
In the boys event the ﬁnal was contested by two Royal Club Academy
supported teams both featuring local talent. Stuart Taylor’s Forfar rink
with Dalcross curler Ross Fraser at third topped the qualiﬁers with a
5-1 record. After an indiﬀerent start pre-tournament favourite Robin
Brydone moved James Carswell to throw last stones and with Ardclach
curler Calum Greenwood in the line-up scraped into the ﬁnal by virtue
of one end over the weekend.
The ﬁnal was a high quality game with the large gallery entertained
with quality shot-making throughout the encounter. However while
there was little to choose between the teams the Brydone four
appeared to have the edge. The game swung in Brydone’s favour with
two stolen singles when Taylor’s last stone eﬀorts appeared well thrown
but narrowly failed to deliver the necessary result. Brydone led 6-4 with
last stone advantage up the last and made no mistake running the
Taylor rink out of stones.
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Braehead

Ten teams took part in the Braehead Ladies Open which was based on
three ﬁve end games. First round opponents were drawn on the day using
Braehead’s unique electronic draw equipment.
Following ﬁrst and second round results, Liz Paul’s team would play Alison Reekie’s team
in the deciding game for the winner of the competition. Both teams were on 4 points with
8 ends, although Alison Reekie’s team were ahead on shots scored. If the game ended up a
draw then Liz Paul’s team would need an extra end to pick up the trophy.
In the 1st end Alison, with the last stone advantage, picked up a one. Alison missed a
strike in the 2nd end and this allowed Liz to draw in for a three. The favour was returned in
the 3rd end, when Liz missed an attempt on a double, to allow Alison to draw in for Three
to lead by four shots to three but Alison now led by two ends to one end. This now meant
that unless Liz won the 4th end, she would require an outright victory. Both teams played a
hit and role game and it turned out there were no stones in play when Liz came to play her
last stone. After consulting her team it was decided to play the stone through the house,
so the team could keep the hammer and go for a “Two” in the last end to try and win the
game. Alison’s team got early guards on to protect a stone in the house and despite valiant
eﬀort’s from the opposition they held onto win another end and the ﬁnal score was 5 shots
to 3.
Winning Team - A Reekie, J Howard, A Kane, M Robertson
Report and photo: David Horne, CDO Braehead

Pentland Ladies

On Thursday 8th November, Pentland Ladies Curling Club celebrated its 40th
Anniversary with a dinner in the George Hotel, Edinburgh.
There was a good turnout of playing members, Associate Members and Reserves on the
night. The George did us proud as did the organising committee of the club and a very jolly
time was had by all. Photograph shows Ruth Miller, President, and Norma Kirkland, Associate
member, cutting the cake.

Abdie Ladies
It is with great sadness that I have to inform
you of the death of Abdie Ladies Curing Club’s
very dear Honorary Member, Isobel Ferguson
or better known to all of us as Diz.
Diz was a most keen member of Abdie ladies and curled
well into her 60’s until she took up golf. She spoke at our
75th anniversary dinner in 2011 and had us all in hoots
of laughter. She will be remembered fondly by many.
Lesley Robinson, Secretary & Treasurer,
Abdie Ladies Curling Club.
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Stirling
Alistair Brownlee (London 2012 triathlete gold medallist) was in Stirling as
the guest speaker for the Stirling Sports Awards 2012 held at Stirling Castle
on 22 November.
Curlers Michael Goodfellow and Lauren Gray were both nominated for Sports Person of
the Year however were pipped by Olympic gold medallist and World tennis champion Andy
Murray who scooped the overall title.
This was the event’s 35th awards ceremony, run in partnership by Active Stirling, ClubSport
Stirling and the University of Stirling.
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