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Strathcona Cup
Tour 2013
On 9th January, 60 of Scotland’s curlers made their way to
Canada to compete in the Strathcona Cup, one of the oldest
international curling competitions in the world. The tourists,
as the curlers are known, are led by President of the Royal
Caledonian Curling Club and non-playing Captain Bill Duncan.
They are currently travelling the length and breadth of Canada
in three tours known simply as The East Tour, The West Tour and
The Central Tour. Each tour comprises of 20 curlers playing in 5 have the opportunity to meet every ﬁve years on one side of the Atlantic
or the other to further the friendship between curlers of the two countries
rinks.
The West Tour started in Vancouver and will travel east through Alberta,
Saskatchewan and Manitoba, whilst the Central Tour opened their tour in
Ottawa, moving on to Quebec and Ontario. The East started in Halifax, Nova
Scotia and moves onto Newfoundland before returning to Nova Scotia and
then on to Prince Edward Island and New Brunswick, before all three tours
meet up in Burlington for the ﬁnal matches and the Closing Bonspiel on
31st January. The 2013 competition will be played over 427 games.
The Tours are captained by well kent curlers Greig Henderson, Haddo
House CC (West), Willie Nicoll, Bank of Scotland Fife CC (East) and Mike
Ferguson, Edzell CC (Central).
The Strathcona Cup was last won by Scotland in 2003 but reclaimed
by the Canadian Tourists in 2009. Canada currently has 11 victories to 9 of
Scotland but the Strathcona Cup is more than about winning and losing.
The very essence of it is to ensure that curlers from Scotland and Canada

and to uphold the traditions of ‘the roarin’ game’.
Having said that, the 2013 Tour are determined to regain the Strathcona
Cup and are looking forward to the competition, friendship and hospitality
for which Canadian curling is justiﬁably renowned. Tour Captain Bill Duncan
notes, “The Strathcona Cup Tour 2013 promises to be one of the busiest and
challenging of all tours with curlers from all walks of life coming together to
compete in the true spirit of curling. We will be heading oﬀ determined to
bring the Strathcona Cup back home with us”.
Photo: Brad Askew

At the time of publication, Scotland lead Canada by
1559 shots to 1308. To follow progress and the latest
scores visit: http://strathconacuptour2013.co.uk/

New RCCC Tartan Now Available
A new Royal Caledonian Curling Club tartan (pictured) has been produced for this year’s Strathcona Cup Tour as part of the
tourists’, as the Scottish curlers are known, formal kit on their extensive tour of Canada.
The tartan which was designed by Strathmore Woollen Company is now available for general sale in the form of two products, a Gents Neck Tie and
a Tartan Fabric Scarf. Both are 100% Pure New Worsted Wool and are available to purchase directly from The Royal Caledonian Curling Club.
All items are sold separately. Prices are in Pound Sterling (GBP), include postage and packing
and are priced respectively for UK and International customers:

UK: Tie £15 / Scarf £17 International: Tie £18 / Scarf £20
To pre-order*, send a cheque, made payable to Royal Caledonian Curling Club, with your order
to Cairnie House, Ingliston, Newbridge, Midlothian, EH28 8NB or alternatively call 0131 333 3003
to pay by credit/debit card. We accept Visa Debit, Visa Credit, MasterCard and Solo.
Please note we are unable to accept American Express.
*All orders will be shipped in February 2013.
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Kate Caithness
Recognised in Queen’s
New Year Honours

Kate Caithness has been bestowed the honour of an OBE
(Oﬃcer of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire) for
services to curling and international disability sport.
Kate Caithness has been involved with the sport of curling since the early
1980s. Since 2000, her involvement has been at local level in communities
across Scotland helping people with disabilities try the sport for the ﬁrst
time. She simultaneously became involved in national committees with
the Royal Caledonian Curling Club and was instrumental in forming the
Scottish Wheelchair Curling Association. Following her term as President of
the Ladies branch of the RCCC, Kate became an international representative
for Scotland at the World Federation. She was then appointed Project
Leader for the Wheelchair Curling for the WCF before being elected
as Vice President of the World Curling Federation in 2006, eventually
becoming President in 2010 and then became more active in the Olympic
movement.
Kate has been the driving force behind the development of the sport
of wheelchair curling at Scottish, GB and international level for the last 10
years. She has opened up the sport of curling to a whole new spectrum
of the community and has supported numerous athletes to perform their
chosen sport to the highest level. She has also campaigned vigorously to
have her sport included within the Winter Paralympic programme which
was achieved in Turin in 2006 when Team GB also collected the silver
medal.
Kate achieved all of this as a volunteer and over the years has dedicated
countless hours in pursuit of her goals. She has inspired players, coaches
and oﬃcials and her legacy will be a robust and sustainable infrastructure
for the sport moving forward.
She has provided leadership and managed the process of introducing
the sport for wheelchair users across Scotland and getting the sport
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recognised and then included in the
Paralympics in 2006. Kate was the
inspiration behind the introduction
of wheelchair curling in Scotland and
across the world. In 2000 she attended
an international wheelchair curling
conference in Switzerland and returned
determined to develop opportunities
for Scottish wheelchair users to access
the sport. During the next couple of
years, Kate organised and ran a series
of come and try sessions at curling
rinks across Scotland encouraging and
inspiring all those who came along.
Her enthusiasm rubbed oﬀ and the
result was the development of a club
structure that we see in Scotland today.
Another result of the taster days was
the formation of a Scottish Wheelchair Curling squad who were pitched
into international competition at the World Championships of 2002. The
team exceeded all expectations returning home with a bronze medal
and going on to clinch the World Titles in 2004 and 2005. Throughout
this period, Kate fulﬁlled the role of volunteer Wheelchair Curling Coordinator with Scottish Disability Sport and was directly responsible for
the establishment of Scottish and GB Wheelchair Curling Associations,
the introduction of the World Championships and so much more.
Kate served on the IPC Sports Management and Games Committees
and in 2008 was asked to conduct a review of the sports in the Paralympic
programme during the Beijing Paralympic Games. In 2010 Kate was
appointed to the IOC Sports Programme Commission and she is a member
of the Association of International Olympic Winter Sports Federations.
Speaking about the award at the WCF, Kate Caithness said: “I am

absolutely thrilled and delighted. It is a great honour
and is wonderful recognition for the sport of curling and
wheelchair curling and all those involved in playing and
developing the sport.”

Recycle Your Curling Equipment
Have you got curling shoes or brushes lying in a cupboard unused?
If so, you can recycle and extend their lifespan by handing them into your local junior club or development
group. Your curling gear can support and encourage new curlers in the early stages of their development.
Ice rinks are able to pass on your donations directly to the junior club or development group; all donations
are welcomed.
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Olympic Prize Draw
Congratulations
to Elinor Ritchie
of Cupar, Fife who
is the winner of
December’s Free
Prize Draw.

Morven Bruce concluded
her role as Inverness Curling
Development Oﬃcer at the
end of 2012. Morven has
successfully
co-ordinated
development programmes at
Inverness Ice Centre for the
last two and a half years and
will be especially missed by
the local clubs and curlers
who she has worked with and
supported.
Development work will be continued by the Inverness Ice Centre staﬀ
until the end of the 2012-13 season after which a review will take place to
determine the best way forward for the upcoming Olympic season.
We wish Morven every success in her future ventures.

Elinor wins a Team
GB shirt signed by
Dame Kelly Holmes,
Steve
Backley,
Amir Khan, Dame
Mary Peters, Amy
Williams,
Duncan
Goodhew and David
Hemery along with a 5 DVD box set of the London 2012 Olympic Games.
Well done Elinor and thanks to everyone who took part. Look out for more
great giveaways in future issues.

RCCC Appoints
Marketing Assistant
Talha will be supporting the Marketing Oﬃcer in delivering components of the RCCC’s
marketing, communication and fundraising strategies from its Edinburgh Head Oﬃce.
Talha brings his own sports marketing experience to the role with previous positions at the
Pakistan Cricket Board and most recently Scottish Disability Sport.
e: talha@royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org t: 0131 333 3003

The Co-operative Funeralcare
Scottish Curling Championships
Dewars Centre, Perth, 11-17 February

Scottish Curling Junior
Championships

World Wheelchair Curling
Championships

German Masters

The Henderson Bishop Finals

Curl Aberdeen, 23-27 January

Hamburg, Germany, 25-27 January

The Petrofac Aberdeen City Open
Curl Aberdeen, 1-3 February

Scottish Curling Senior
Championships

Hamilton Ice Rink, Lanarkshire, 7-10 February

Sochi, Russia, 16-23 February

Stranraer Ice Rink, 25-28 February

The Scottish Junior Curling
Club Challenge
Dumfries Ice Bowl, 23-24 February

World Junior Curling Championships
Sochi, Russia, 28 February – 10 March
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The Royal Caledonian Curling Club is pleased to welcome Talha Ihsan
as its newly appointed Marketing Assistant.
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RCCC 2013
Summer Camp
Applications are now open for The Royal Caledonian
Curling Club’s 2013 Summer Camp which will take place
from 30 June to 5 July.
The summer camp provides young enthusiastic curlers aged 13
– 17 with the opportunity to beneﬁt from expert coaching during
the summer months in a fun yet structured environment.
Curling sessions will be at The Peak, Stirling and accommodation
will be at the University of Stirling. The camp will consist of daily
curling sessions with instruction, drills and games as well as a
variety of indoor and outdoor activities which have previously
included kayaking, climbing and mountain biking. Spaces are
limited to 48.

For more information and an application form visit the Junior Curling section
under Development on royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org

Coaches Gathering
The RCCC Coaches Committee will be hosting the third annual Coaches
Gathering, during the semi-ﬁnals of The Co-operative Funeralcare Scottish
Curling Championships, on Sat 16th February from 5pm until 7pm.
Coaches will be invited to attend the event by email and further details are available on the
coaching pages of www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org
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The use of technology to help with
the line of delivery skill development
This curling season has seen the use of lasers in our on ice training at both the development level and performance level
programmes.The lasers have been used previously but as a spot laser on the stone which is quite diﬀerent than the full line laser
which is what I will discuss in this article.
Before getting into the theory behind the lasers I want to be clear that this technology will identify the current skill level of an athlete to slide along
their intended target line and then deliver the stone along that same line. In itself it will not correct any delivery faults, only identify them. It is still the
responsibility of a good coach to identify the problem and apply the proper cause and eﬀect explanation and drills to help the athlete improve their
skill set.
The curling stone is intended to travel along a straight line from the hack position through the skip’s brush. This is important to understand as
it can inﬂuence how the athlete sees the path of the stone in their minds eye. Diagram 1
Once the stone starts to lose momentum and the friction of the rotation increases the stone then begins to curl, this point should always be after
the stone travels thirty six feet from the near hog line (half way on the sheet of ice). Diagram 2
The importance of the athlete travelling precisely behind the stone as it moves on this intended path is critical to achieving the desired outcome,
a stone delivered straight at the brush. Diagram 3
At this point it is important to ask you the question; what is the path of the stone travelling in your mind’s eye? If it is not a straight line then
I believe you will continue to struggle with this concept and also struggle with the development of the skills required to slide as precisely as
I have described above.
Now let’s look at what the eﬀects are when the body slides in a diﬀerent direction than the intended path and how that aﬀects the stone
trajectory. When the athlete slides wide of the intended target line then at release the mind’s eye compensates for you by making the
adjustment required. Your brain calculates the misdirection and at release you adjust by changing the stone path back towards the brush.
This will aﬀect the path of the stone by curling sooner than expected and at times this can look like the stone had a pick up. Diagram 4
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When the athlete slides tighter than the intended target line then at release the mind’s eye compensates for you by making the adjustment
required. Your brain calculates the misdirection and at release you adjust by changing the stone bath back towards the brush. This will aﬀect the
path of the stone by curling later than expected and at times look like the stone caught a ridge and even falls oﬀ the intended line. Diagram 5

So, what does the laser line do? It allows both
the coach and the athlete to SEE and FEEL the same
delivery and identify what was the actual cause of the
imperfect delivery and make the right adjustments.
It is my belief that a curling delivery has three
main components; correct Balance, correct Line
of Delivery and correct Release. The laser line can
help determine which of the three components the
actual cause of the fault is. I consistently see athletes
and coaches trying to ﬁx a symptom and not identify
the main cause of the problem they are trying to sort
out. Allow the laser to do its job and show you how
well both the athlete and stone stay on the intended
target line, then identify the root cause of the
problem and begin to address the changes required
to improve.
by Tony Zummack,
National Coach Wheelchair Curling

Pace of Play
•
•
•
•
•

Diagram 1

Diagram 2

Diagram 4

Diagram 5

rpts from the

Each month we are featuring exce

RCCC’s Pocket Etiquette Reminder
which was issued in this season’s membership mailing.

Be ready to start when the bell rings; don’t be late!
Ensure you are at the hack when it is your turn to play
Place the skip’s stone at the hack ready for him / her to play
Keep play at a good pace and make decisions in a reasonable time; delays result in shortened games
If a team member fails to appear on time, penelty shots will apply as stated in the RCCC rule book

YOUR CURLER

Curling Etiquette

Diagram 3
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Scottish Curling
Championships
Qualiﬁers
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Forfar Under 17
Slam
22 teams from around Scotland arrived at Forfar Indoor
Sports on December 27th 2012 all ready for the next
round of the Under 17 slam.

Qualiﬁers for the Scottish Senior Men’s Championship took
place at Greenacres Curling Rink and Forfar Indoor sports from 46 January. Greenacres Curling Rink hosted 18 teams with another
15 competing at Forfar Indoor Sports. Both groups played in three
sections with the top two teams in each section qualifying for the
ﬁnals:
Greenacres Section A: Gary MacFarlane,
Stewart Robertson.
Section B: Ken Horton,
Jim Stevenson
Section C: Graeme Adam,
David Hardie
Forfar Section D: Keith Prentice,
Gordon Butler
Section E: David Hay, Ian Gillespie
Section F: Willie Jamieson,
David Clydesdale
The 2013 Scottish Senior Men’s Curling Championship ﬁnals will take place at
Lanarkshire Ice Rink, from 7 – 10 Feb 2013. The winning team at this event will
represent Scotland at the World Senior Curling Championships in Fredericton,
New Brunswick, Canada from 13 – 20 Apr 2013.

The knock out stages produced some great quality curling and
some surprises as well. The High Road ﬁnal saw David Baird battle it
out against Robin Brydone where the lead changed from one team
to the other. The ﬁnal end was a nail biter where Robin and team
had to draw to the button to secure the win but was fractionally
heavy which gave David Baird and his team the steal of 2 and the
win. Winners pictured top: Callum McLean (Lead), Gavin Barr (2nd),
James Baird (3rd), David Baird (Skip).
The Low Road was just as good a game as the High Road. Neil
Sutherland and his team started oﬀ strong but let Callum Macfarlane
back into the game at the half way point. Team Sutherland dominated
the second half of the ﬁnal and ran out 8 4 winners.
Photo: Tom Brydone

Qualiﬁers forThe Co-operative Funeralcare Scottish Curling Men’s
Championship took place over two weekends from 12-13 and 1820 January at Dewars Centre, Perth. 25 teams competed across
three sections with the top three in each section qualifying:
Section A: Glen Muirhead,
David Edwards, Ross McCleary
Section B: Grant Hardie, Neil Joss,
Warwick Smith
Section C: Logan Gray, Kyle
Smith, Hammy McMillan
These teams will join current Scottish
Men’s Champion Tom Brewster, who
received a bye, in the ﬁnals week. The
Co-operative Funeralcare Scottish
Curling Championship Finals will
take place at Dewars Centre, Perth
from 11-17 February. The Scottish
Men’s Champions will then represent
Scotland at the Ford World Men’s
Curling Championship in Victoria, British Columbia, Canada from 30 Mar – 7
Apr 2013.
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Four Nations

The Four Nations was contested at Ayr Ice Curling Rink
from 19-20 January with teams from Scotland, Ireland,
Wales and England competing for seven trophies.
In the Connie Miller Trophy (women) Scotland retained the trophy
with a convincing score-line of 25-8.
The Tom Ballantyne Trophy (men) saw Scottish teams play their
English counterparts; on this occasion, the English fared best with a
total of 58 – 45 shots.
Big Bertha (Welsh Stone) (women, men and mixed) was played for
between the Scottish and Welsh teams. The womens game skipped
by Hazel Swankie (Scotland) and Lorna Beever (Wales) was peeled 77 however the Welsh won the other 3 games and the total score line
was 46-18 in favour of Wales.
The Irish teams were too strong for the Scottish teams in the
closely fought battle for the Marshall Millennium Trophy winning by
a margin of 24-22.
The Kay Trophy (women, men and mixed) saw England take on
Wales with the Welsh side winning by 33-19.
In the Turnbull Trophy, the English sides narrowly came out on top
with a 25-24 win over Ireland.
In the Meikle Trophy (men, women and mixed), Ireland took on
Wales in which the games were closely contested, however Wales
narrowly beat Ireland by 27-24.
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Skills Awards
Challenge
Despite the snow falling heavily on Sunday13th January, all 12
teams arrived on time for the start of the Skills Awards Challenge
at Dumfries.
Two sections played 3 x 4 end games in a schenkel format to determine
the ﬁnalists. Section A was closely contested with the 3rd game between
teams skipped by George Ballantyne (Hamilton) and Frazer Shaw
(Stranraer) acting as a section ﬁnal; the Ballantyne rink found their draw
weight quickly and their aggressive play proved successful.
In Section B, Luke Carson, Iain Waddell, James Strang & Ann Fleming
(Hamilton) were victorious in all three games, securing their place in the
ﬁnal.
There was some friendly local rivalry in the ﬁnal with both teams
contesting for bragging rights as well as the prizes. George Ballantyne’s
team took an early lead with the Carson team levelling the score going
into the ﬁnal end. Luke narrowly missed a wick-in with his last shot of the
game and left George in shot position.

Congratulation to the winning team pictured L-R: George Ballantyne,
Sandy Scott, Ross Muir & Matthew Griﬃn.
Whilst the ﬁnal was taking place, there were some additional timed
team challenges for other participants, requiring good team work
and communication. Craig Joiner, Iain Wallace, James Craik and Angus
Redford (Forfar) won the Team Challenge displaying some excellent
team skills.

Under 14 Slam

Winners pictured (L-R); Mark Watt, Ben Cormack, Gavin Hay, Callum Kinnear & Mrs McMillan (presenting)
Many thanks to main sponsors Asham for their continued support and to the North West Castle Hotel for their event hospitality.

Glynhill
Ladies
International
Binia Feltscher’s Swiss team dominated
the Glynhill Ladies International at
Braehead on Sunday 20th January
beating their Canadian opponents,
The Holiday Inn Express Perth
The 81
Holiday
Inncomplete
Express
Perth skipped by Heather Nedohin, 8/1 in the
offers
guestrooms
with
ﬁnal.

satellite
& coffee facilities,
offersTV,
81tea
guestrooms
complete with
The ﬁrst half of the game went Feltscher’s way leading by ﬁve shots at the halfway point. Nedohin
FREE Express Breakfast Buffet,
satellite
TV,
tea
&
coffee
facilities,
and her team put a single shot on the board drawing for one against two Swiss counters. The game
FREE WiFi and FREE on-site Car Parking.

FREE Express Breakfast Buffet, was over after just six ends when once again the Swiss team dominated the play scoring three shots

Prices
onlyand
£49 per
room,
per night
a lead of seven. With just two ends left that was enough for the team from Canada and they
FREE
on-site
Carfor
Parking.
FREEfrom
WiFi
Subject to availability
conceded the game.
For
more information
about
theper
Prices
from only
£49
Hotel please visit:
Subject to availability
www.hiexpressperth.co.uk
Or call 01738 636666

room, per night

For more information about the
Hotel please visit:

L -R: Christine Urech, Franziska Kaufmann,
Maroulla Nicholas of The Glynhill Hotel (presenting), Irene Schori and Binia Feltscher.
Photo Hugh Stewart, Report: Christine Stewart

YOUR CURLER

The competition format was round-robin with the top team from each of the 4 sections qualifying for the semi-ﬁnals. Rinks skipped by Scott
Lockhart, Callum Kinnear and Ryan McCormack were unbeaten in their sections and were joined by Jenny Holl’s Stirling rink who qualiﬁed ahead
of Jake Hawthorn’s Waterfront rink by taking 10 out of a possible 12 ends in their 3 games.
The 3 / 4 playoﬀ was a super game to watch with tricky shots being called and made throughout. Going into the 4th and ﬁnal end, the score
was tied at 3-3. With Ryan McCormack lying shot in the 4 foot and with backing, Jenny Holl played a lovely hit ‘n’roll however it was unclear as
to which stone was lying shot! Umpire Bill Scott measured the stones and it was to be Ryan McCormack’s team that fared the best and took 3rd
place.
The ﬁnal between Scott Lockhart and Callum Kinnear’s rinks was a good game with Callum’s team taking 2 in the ﬁrst end and dominating the
play from then. The ﬁnal score was 5-1 with Callum’s team winning their second Asham Under 14 Slam event of the season.
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9 of the 16 teams participating in the second
leg of the Asham U14 Slam stayed at North
West Castle Hotel, Stranraer the evening before
the competition. On Friday evening there were
participants to be found in the games room, the
swimming pool and the lounge area, all mixing socially and having great
fun with their fellow curlers, demonstrating one of the many highlights
that curling provides.
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Craigie Hill
Curling Club
Craigie Hill Curling Club, following
their Centenery last year, have received
generous sponsorship from the Manzil Indian
Restaurant, York Place, Perth. This enabled the
club to purchase new club tops with club and
Manzil logos, which includes the catch phrase
‘Spice on Ice’.
Pictured: a few of the members at Perth Ice-Rink
after a club bonspiel which was followed by a curry
and beers in the Manzil restaurant.
Anyone looking to join a mixed club who enjoys the
social side of curling as well as the competitive, should
contact Charlie Scrim, 07776493274.

East Kilbride
A very happy bunch, the participants in this
year’s East Kilbride schools Christmas curling
competition.
Organised through the Curling’s Cool programme, 12
schools and over 240 primary school children got the
beneﬁt of 4 one hour coaching sessions followed by a
draw shot competition to select the school team. Ice rink
management oﬀered a marvellous cup to be presented
to the winning school at each Christmas and Easter
competition.
None of this being possible without the help of the Active
Schools organisation, local Development Oﬃcer and a
large band of volunteer helpers from surrounding clubs.
Have you considered oﬀering a couple of hours help to
your area’s Curling’s Cool programme? The experience is
rewarding and no large commitment is required; speak to
your Local Development Oﬃcer or Coaching Group about
how to get involved.

Lesmahagow
Curling Club
The T B Dick Trophy played for at Lanarkshire Ice Rink is open
to all clubs playing there and is a competition entered by all clubs
playing there of their principal trophy winners from the previous
seasons curling.
The winners of this season’s competition were Lesmahagow Curling Club
with Bill Marshall skip Iain Callan, Phil Marsh and Jim Callan substituting for his
wife who was unfortunately injured in the week prior to the ﬁnal.
John Duncan, Secretary, Lesmahagow CC.

Next Issue

Send us your club or rink news, events and articles to:

yourcurler@royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org

Your Curler is published by The Royal Caledonian Curling Club.
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by 8th February 2013 for the next issue.
www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org

tel: 0131 333 3003
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Toberargan Curling Club
The severe winters experienced recently have spurred a curling club in Pitlochry to restore a 165 year old curling pond.
Members of Toberargan Curling Club, founded in 1982, were disappointed to ﬁnd that there were no curling ponds in use
locally when temperatures plunged in recent years despite there having been numerous curling ponds constructed on estates
in the area. Club member Jim Walker, who moved to Pitlochry from Killearn 5 years ago decided to ﬁnd out if any of the ponds
could be brought back into use. Some were beyond reasonable repair, some estates rebuﬀed any interest and one pond is
now a site of special scientiﬁc interest due to rare damselﬂies breeding there thus preventing any restoration.

The Edinburgh Medical Curling Club celebrated its
centenary on 2nd November 2012. Though the history of the
involvement of Edinburgh doctors with curling goes back
into the mists of time, and was particularly prominent in the
psychiatric hospitals where staﬀ had to remain on site all the
time and had their own outdoor curling pond, the formation
of our club coincided with the building of an indoor curling
rink at Lochrin near the canal basin in central Edinburgh. We
were formally constituted and limited to registered medical
practitioners, and became aﬃliated to the RCCC in 1914.
Like any institution we have had our ups and downs in the last
hundred years. The low points were two periods of abeyance during the world wars, and a homeless period after the closing of the Haymarket
ice rink. The high points were when we played the visiting Canadian curlers in 1926, acquitting ourselves well with a ﬁnal score of peels, and
when one of our members, George Carruthers, skipped the Scotland rink against England in 1927.
As well as having the usual intra club competitions, we have taken part in Provincial leagues, and played other clubs. We had a long
association with curlers from Biggar and Lochaber. Since 1951 we have played against groups of doctors from other towns and cities, and it
was therefore appropriate that our centenary should be marked by a bonspiel when we took over the whole of Murrayﬁeld ice rink, and played
medical teams from Ayr, Dumfries, Fife, Glasgow, Inverness, Stirling and BMA ladies. This was followed by a dinner at the Holiday Inn when our
guest of honour was Robin Copland, President of Edinburgh Curling Club.
Article by Dr Bryan Dale.
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Edinburgh Medical
Curling Club
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However, Jim discovered a pond on the Balnakeilly
Estate above Pitlochry where the owner Colonel
Stewart Wilson expressed delight at the oﬀer of
restoration. The pond was constructed in 1857
and it is thought that it was last played on in 1939.
Remarkably, a press cutting from the Caledonian
Mercury dated February 12th 1857 has been found
with a report on a 12 a side game played there “for a
quantity of oatmeal to be given to the poor”.
The members of Toberargan quickly raised their
own funds to enable work to be carried out during
the summer. The pond is clay lined and in surprisingly
good condition. Restoration was largely carried out
Before
After
by a JCB clearing out weeds and debris. Fellow club
member Charlie Ewing helped oversee the project with assistance from various club members. Additional work involved rebuilding a sluice gate and
carrying out restoration of drainage. The pond is now ready for action as and when temperatures plunge.
Although various crampits and markers were available, members had to turn their attention to ﬁnding a suﬃcient number of curling stones but
once word of the project spread around the curling community, old stones soon started to be recirculated from doorsteps and garages and the club
has quickly found enough stones to enable them to have their own bonspiel when the weather permits. Club President Sarah Walker said that there
was likely to be a steep learning curve on how to prepare and maintain the ice but with such enthusiastic support from both club and non-club
members there was a high degree of excitement and anticipation of seeing outdoor curling action return to the area. With Pitlochry the home of
both the Edradour and Blair Athol distilleries, there would be plenty of the famous local produce to celebrate the opening ceremony of the restored
pond and to keep the curlers warm!
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Waterfront Junior
Curling Club
On Saturday 12 January 2013, an excited group
of junior curlers together with their equally excited
coaches and parents paid a visit to the heart of Burns
country in Ayrshire, particularly appropriate as we
approach yet another anniversary of our national
bard’s birth.
However, exciting though that may have been to several in
the party, the real reason for the outing was to pay a visit to the
premises of Kays of Scotland in Mauchline, manufacturers of the
ﬁnest curling stones in the world.
A total of 18 juniors and adults from Waterfront Junior Curling
Club were treated to an informative and educational audio/visual
presentation by Mark Callan, the Field Sales and Service Manager,
covering the company’s involvement with Ailsa Craig, source of
the special granite used in the stones manufacture. The group
was given details of the most recent visit to the island in 2002 to ‘harvest’ suﬃcient granite to last up to the present day. They were told of the need
for two main types of granite: Ailsa Craig Common Green for the main body of the stone and Ailsa Craig Blue Hone for the two inserts (the only parts
coming into contact with the ice). A further visit to the island is planned soon.
The factory tour conducted by the Manager, Bill Hunter, was equally engrossing as the group were shown round the various stages of production from
initial coring to the ﬁnal polishing. Curling stone manufacturing has been carried out by Kays since 1851 and in that actual building since 1913. Much
of the machinery on display has not changed in purpose over that period and the term ‘hand ﬁnished’ applies as much to the apparatus as it surely does
to the stones themselves.
The group learned that the curling stones to be used at the Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia in 2014 were made there and are currently being tested
at Greenacres Curling Rink. Before the Olympics they will be used at the wheelchair curling and junior curling world championships. It was a truly aweinspiring visit and there is no doubt that all those who attended will never again deliver a curling stone without thinking not only of where it was put
together but also of the skill and loving craftsmanship demonstrated by the men and women employed by Kays of Scotland.
Jim Stables, vice chairman of WJCC said: “There was an almost tangible sense of history as we stepped through the doors of this compact factory,
bearing in mind the length of time it had been in existence. The curling stones for most major championships and certainly for all Olympic Games since
1924 in Chamonix were made there, one at a time to the very precise and exacting weights and dimensions stipulated by the World Curling Federation.
Surely a unique achievement. We were also delighted to oﬀer the club’s congratulations to Mark on his appointment as Ice Technician at the Winter
Olympics in Sochi, Russia in 2014.
Photo: John McGowan – WJCC with Bill Hunter (left) and Mark Callan (right), next to columns of
granite ‘cheeses’ awaiting the next stage in manufacture’.
Article: Jim Stables, Vice Chairman WJCC.

30th Annual Tour
Reunion
The 30th annual reunion of the RCCC tour of Canada 1983
took place on 16th January.

Waterfront

Congratulations to Gourock Curling Club Skip David Whyte and his rink of
John McCall, Jim Wise and Tim Forrester on scoring Gourock’s ﬁrst 8 ender at
The Waterfront Curling Rink on Tuesday 8th January 2013.
George Munro, Ice Rink Duty Manager

The 15 members of the team present would like to wish the current team
a successful and enjoyable tour and hope they bring the Strathcona
Cup back to Scotland.
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