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Gold and Silver
for Scots Juniors
Kyle Smith and his team of Thomas Muirhead, Kyle
Waddell, lead Cameron Smith, alternate Hammy McMillan
and coach David Ramsay, became World Junior Champions
when they beat hosts Russia by 6-2 in the ﬁnal of the
World Junior Curling Championships in Sochi, Russia (10th
March).
The Scots blanked the ﬁrst end and then took the early lead in the
second end, scoring two when skip Smith delivered a perfect nose-hit
on an open Russian stone.
Russia then blanked the third end, but Scotland stole a further single
in the fourth when Smith drew nicely behind two front guards with
his ﬁrst stone and the Russians failed to remove it. The Scots added
another single steal in the ﬁfth end giving Scotland a 4-0 half-time
lead.
Russia blanked the sixth end, but gave up yet another single steal in
the seventh when Arkhipov’s attempt to clear left one Scottish stone
counting. The Russians ﬁnally got on the scoreboard in the eighth end
when Arkhipov played a good hit and stay at the back of the house for
two shots.
By this time, the Scots were keeping everything clear and eventually,
Smith had another nose-hit to score one in the ninth for a 6-2 lead.
With his ﬁrst stone of the ﬁnal end, Smith cleared the house and ran
Russia out of stones, to start the celebrations for the Scotland team.
Afterwards, Scottish skip Smith said, “I’m speechless, I don’t know what to say. I just feel fantastic. We’ve just had a really good week and a good year”.
This is the ﬁrst World Junior gold by Scottish men since 1996.

Although they took it all the way to an extra end, Hannah Fleming’s women (Lauren Gray, Jennifer Dodds, Abi Brown, alternate
Vicky Wright and coach Debbie Knox) just failed to defend their world crown, out-gunned by Russia in the second half of the
Women’s Junior ﬁnal to ﬁnally go down by 5-6.
The ﬁrst end was blanked and then, when Russian fourth player Portunova missed a double take-out attempt in the second, Scottish skip Hannah
Fleming had an easy draw to open the scoring with a two.
In the third end, both Fleming and Portunova wrecked on the way into the house with their last stones, but, with one stone already counting, Russia
opened their account with a single shot.
The Scots had plenty of stones in the house during the fourth end, but, when Fleming’s complicated promote attempt went wrong they could only
count one, for a 3-1 lead. Russia then levelled the game at 3-3 in the ﬁfth end when Portunova had a simple tap-up with her last stone to score two.
Scotland then blanked the next two ends looking for a big score, but their tactic backﬁred in the eighth end when a perfect draw by Portunova forced
the Scots to attempt a double take-out that failed, giving Russia a two-point steal and the lead - by 5-3 - for the ﬁrst time in the game. After a long
discussion before they played their last stone in the ninth, the Scots chose to blank, and then good play in the tenth gave them their reward when
Fleming eventually hit for two to tie the game and force the extra end.
In the eleventh, the Scots placed their front guards too close together, allowing Russia easy peels, and with her last stone Portunova delivered a perfect
nose hit on a Scottish stone sitting at the front of the house for the one point needed to compete this historic win.
Scottish skip Fleming was reﬂective in defeat, saying, “We’ve been playing well all week, but we just weren’t ﬁring as well in the ﬁnal as
we have been…Only losing two games is still pretty good. We are a really strong team and we have to remember that we’ve done well”.
Report: Mike Haggerty, Photos: WCF/Richard Gray
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Nominations are being sought
for the 2013 Scottish Curling Awards
in four categories:

Young Curler of the Year,
Team of the Year,
Grassroots Coach of the
Year and Ice Diamond
Award.

The Scottish Curling Awards are held annually to acknowledge and celebrate the
success and achievements of Scottish curlers over the last year. Since their inception
in 2002, the awards have been presented at a separate event hosted by The Royal
Caledonian Curling Club but in 2013 they will feature in proceedings at its Annual
General Meeting in its historic 175th year.
To be eligible to make a nomination you must be a member of The Royal Caledonian
Curling Club. Nominees must also be members.

Pictured: Judy MacKenzie, 2012 Ice Diamond Award
Winner with Iain Baxter of category sponsors Murrayﬁeld
Curling Limited. Photo Tom Brydone.

For full details of the criteria for each award and to make your vote online visit:

http://royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/about-us/make-your-nomination-for-the-2013-scottish-curling-awards/
Voting for the Scottish Curling Awards will open on 25th April 2013 through the RCCC member database.

Curling Etiquette

rpts from the
Each month we are featuring exce

General

which was issued in this season’s membership mailing.

•
•
•
•
•

RCCC’s Pocket Etiquette Reminder

If you are unable to play, ensure a substitute is arranged
Switch oﬀ your mobile phone before play
Compliment good shots and refrain from passing adverse remarks about poor shots
Keep your scorecard updated throughout the game (normally the responsibility of the second player)
At the start and the end of the game shake hands with each of your opponents and if you win,
oﬀer your direct opponent a drink
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Local Curlers
Regain World
Record
The team with two changes of players from their previous
attempt broke through the current record set by the Campbell
River Curling Club in Canada of 62 hours, 15 minutes and 25
seconds early on Saturday morning, which was welcomed
in by a crowd of well-wishers. The team were supported
throughout their record by local curlers who came in and
played games and provided an atmosphere.
Graham Sloan, Curling Development Oﬃcer who was
coordinating the attempt said “this is an unbelievable
achievement by the team, the team spirit and determination
was just outstanding. We felt we had a score to settle from
our last attempt when we broke the record but didn’t make
our own target. This time round we made a few changes in our planning and spent a lot of time discussing what we wanted to do at diﬀerent
stages of the event. That made all the diﬀerence and the team coaches made sure we hit every target we set. The support we received from family,
friends and general supporters really helped us along the way and gave us that all important boost during the tough stages our secret weapon
though was Margaret Chalmers from Podiatry Plus in Thornhill who ensured all 10 of the boys stayed in good shape and made it to the very end
of the game and at times it felt like she was working magic. It was a real honour to be part of the team and bring this record back to Dumfries and
the lads deserve a lot of credit for what they put their bodies and minds through as that was one tough challenge”
Work is now underway to compile all the information required for Guinness to verify the world record. The whole attempt had to be witnessed
by two independent people who completed this in four hour sessions throughout the three days. The veriﬁcation process can take up to two
months.
The teams: Blue Team; Graham Sloan, David Owen, Graham Black, Chalmers Porteous, Scott Robertson.
Red Team; Rurariah Whyte, Chris Jardine, Thomas Sloan, Stuart Henderson and Neil Henderson.

Victoria Curling Classic
BC, Canada, 21 - 24 Mar

The Scottish Pairs Championship
Stranraer Ice Rink, 22 - 24 Mar

World Men’s Championship
Victoria, Canada, 30 Mar - 7 April

The Scottish Mixed Championship
Finals
Curl Aberdeen, 29 - 31 Mar

Tunnock’s Bonspiel

Lanarkshire Ice Rink, Hamilton, 2 - 4 Apr

World Senior Curling Championships
Fredericton, NB, Canada, 13 - 20 Apr

World Mixed Doubles Championship
Fredericton, NB, Canada, 13 - 20 Apr

SWCA Friendship Trophy
The Peak, Stirling, 16 - 17 Apr

European Masters

St. Gallen, Switzerland, 17 - 22 Apr

YOUR CURLER

Dates for
Your Diary
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A group of ten local curlers regained their world
record on Saturday 2nd March at Dumfries Ice
Bowl. The team had played nonstop for over three
days, ﬁnally stopping after curling for 73 hours, 06
minutes and 52 seconds.
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‘The Skip’
a poem by John Rankin, Airthrey Castle CC
“Too bad,” said the lead, “Just a tiny bit light,”
“And if we are honest, just a tiny bit tight.”
“No way,” said the skip, “Don’t be absurd,”
“I was given completely wrong ice by the third.”
“Too bad, “said the two, with reproach in his eyes,
“That last shot you played – what a surprise!”
“With two stones to come to, that really was poor.”
“No way,” said the skip, “This ice has gone dour.”
“Too bad,” said the third, as he stood on the hack,
When the skip came up short, as he tried a tap back,
“You needed more weight to give it a chap,”
“No way,” said the skip, “The sweepers were crap!”
So whether you think the stone’s light or tight,
You have to remember, the skip’s always right,
And team dissention really must be abhorred,
The front end must learn, you don’t argue with God!

The Holiday Inn Express Perth
The 81
Holiday
Inncomplete
Express
Perth
offers
guestrooms
with
satellite
TV,
tea
&
coffee
facilities,
offers 81 guestrooms complete w
FREE Express Breakfast Buffet,
satellite TV, tea & coffee faciliti
FREE WiFi and FREE on-site Car Parking.

FREE Express Breakfast Buffet,
Prices
onlyand
£49 per
room,
per night
FREEfrom
WiFi
FREE
on-site
Car P

Subject to availability

For
more information
about
theper
Prices
from only
£49
Hotel please visit:
Subject to availability
www.hiexpressperth.co.uk
Or call 01738 636666

room, p

For more information about the
Hotel please visit:
www.hiexpressperth.co.uk
Or call 01738 636666
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The Rink
Championship
Congratulations go to Adrian White and his Forfar
2 (Fotheringham) team of Jill Donald, Graeme Nicoll
& Andy Ducat on winning the Rink Championship
which took place at Forfar Indoor Sports from 1-3
March (pictured with RCCC President Bill Duncan).

In the Final Forfar won the toss over Perth 1. The ﬁrst two ends were blanked with
no team prepared to take a chance. Forfar were forced to take one in end three but
managed a steal of two in end four. Another steal in end ﬁve and six gave Forfar a 5 – 0
lead. Final score 5 – 1. Runners-up were Iain Watt and his Perth 1 (Dunning) team of Paul
Martin, Bob Kelly, Greig Marshall & Sub Johnny Wilson.
Thanks to all at Forfar for a well-run competition.

On Saturday 2nd March, 16 teams from 8 Virtual curling
clubs, from all parts of Scotland met at Braehead to take
part in The National Virtual Club Bonspiel.
The top 2 teams in the low road, with 4 points each and both with
6 ends were The Fife “2” team, which contained 3 youngsters, and The
Braehead “3” team. A very close game ended up a draw on 4 shots
each but as the Fife team had scored in 3 ends it meant that they won
the low road.
Only 2 teams, Kinross “1” and Braehead “1” in the high road were
unbeaten after 3 games, which meant they would be playing each
other in what would be a “Virtual” ﬁnal. Kinross with 2 more ends were
the slight favourites as they would only require a draw to win the
competition.
The Braehead team of Samantha Dale, Ian Watson, Robin Dale and skip Chris Anderson threw down the gauntlet by picking up a one at the
1st end. Kinross scored a one in the second then stole a one in the 3rd end to go one in front after 3 ends. Spectators behind the glass were
amazed at the incredible high standard now being played by all the players in each team. However in the 4th end it looked like Kinross was going
to steal a two as an early stone just to the back of the 4ft was followed by a guard just short of the 4ft as Braehead tried to ﬁnd a way round the
guard stones at the front of the house. The Kinross skip played a perfect guard stone just clearing the hog line which left Chris with an extremely
diﬃcult raised tap on a corner stone. Well who would have believed it as Chris played the shot of the day to tap the stone at just the right weight
and angle, and to the cheers of the Braehead supporters, it ended up lying right on the pot lid and against the Kinross stone. Typical of the day
was the praise given by the Kinross supporters.
Well it was all to play for in the ﬁnal end but Kinross had the last stone advantage. Once more stones were ﬁnishing exactly where the skips
wanted and by the time it came to Chris to play his last stone the lead had changed several times. However, Kinross were now lying 2 shots on
either side of the 4 foot, with guard stones out in front. There was just enough room for Chris to try a double take out and as his stone came down
the ice Robin Dale at 3rd called on the sweepers who managed to hold the stone on the centre line. It struck the target stone almost perfect but
it just missed the other stone by a matter of inches. There was no need to play the last stone so it was handshakes and hugs all round by both
teams.
The quality and standard of curling throughout the day by all teams was excellent and it was hard to believe that everyone on the ice had only
taken up curling over the last 2 or 3 years.
Pictured: National Virtual Bonspiel 2013 (Winners): Steve Cain, Sue Cain, Jane Drysdale and Stuart Brand.
Report and photo by David Horne, CDO.
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The National Virtual
Club Bonspiel
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The 24 rinks were favoured with very good fast ice with a
nice draw.
The Quarters matched Stirling (Kilsyth) v Borders 1 (Ayton
Castle) with Borders stealing a one at the ﬁnal end to score
5-6. Murrayﬁeld 2 (Musketeers) had a double for the game
against Forfar 2 (Fotheringham) but just missed out, ﬁnal
score 3-5. Aberdeen 2 (Meldrum & Daviot) faced Perth 1
(Dunning) with a double for the game and again just missed
out, ﬁnal score 3 - 5. Perth 2 (Dunning) v Perth 3 (Airleywight)
ﬁnished with a score of 3 – 6 with Perth 3 always in control.
The semi-ﬁnals matched Forfar 2 v Borders and Perth 3 v
Perth 1. In the Forfar game there was nothing between the
teams. The game went to an extra end with the Forfar Skip
playing a great shot round a guard to win 5 – 4. Perth 1
received a bye to the ﬁnal because of a misunderstanding of
the substitution rule.
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Junior Challenge
Division 3
The Junior Challenge D3 was played at Dumfries Ice
Bowl on very good ice from 23-24 February.
Congratulations go to Aberdeen (pictured) who won Division 3 and
are now promoted to D2 along with the runners-up Borders.
At the end of day one Aberdeen lead the way with 10 points, they
were closely followed by Perth on 8 Kinross and Borders on 7.
The Sunday morning games matched Aberdeen with Kinross B.
Aberdeen took 3 points which gave them a 2 point lead over the
Borders going into the last session. In the Last round Robin games
Aberdeen played Perth and Borders played Kinross B. Aberdeen,
Perth and Borders could still win D3 and all four of the named teams
above were still in contention for promotion.
Aberdeen tied their game with Perth and the Border won both
games against Kinross B. The result of the competition went down
to Shots Up as Aberdeen and the Borders were equal on points and
ends.

Pictured: The Aberdeen team

Thanks go to all at Dumfries for a good weekend.

National Masters Championships
In the Women’s ﬁnal, Lauder v MacDonald, Team Lauder picked up two
Congratulations to the winning teams; Team Delgaty (Men’s)
then
a three when Team MacDonald was short with a draw in end two. Team
& Team Lauder (Women’s) on winning the National Masters
MacDonald
got oﬀ the mark with a draw against two in end three. Score 5 – 1
Championships, Greenacres Curling Club 7 -10 March 2013.
after
three.
Another
steal of two in end ﬁve ﬁnished the game as a contest.
The 27 rinks were favoured with fast and good swinging ice.
In the Men’s ﬁnal, Delgaty v Stevenson, Team Stevenson took a two Final score 10 – 1.
in end one but gave up a three in end two when he missed with his last
stone and Team Delgaty drew for three. Team Stevenson got one back in
end three. A one in end four and a steal in end ﬁve gave Team Delgaty a 5
– 3 lead after ﬁve. Team Stevenson drew for one against three in end six.
Team Delgaty took a six in end seven, ﬁnal score 11 - 4.

Photos: Hugh Stewart

Thanks to all at Greenacres for a very well-run weekend.

Pictured: National Masters Men’s Winners - Team Delgaty:
George Delgaty, Stuart Smith, Bill Duncan & Ian Lindsay.

Next Issue

Send us your club or rink news, events and articles to:

yourcurler@royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org

Your Curler is published by The Royal Caledonian Curling Club.

YOUR CURLER

Pictured: National Masters Women’s Winners - Team Lauder:
Margaret Robertson, Glynnice Lauder, Venetia Scott & Gillian Smith.

by 12th April 2013 for the next issue.
www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org

tel: 0131 333 3003
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Maxwell Trophy
The Maxwell Trophy took place at Murrayﬁeld Curling
Rink on Tuesday 12 March 2013, on very good, keen ice.
The semi-ﬁnals saw Forfar play Ayr with Ayr winning
two of the three games. Borders took on Lockerbie and
again won two of the three games.
The ﬁnals started slightly earlier than scheduled and saw Neil
Kennedy (Ayr) against Keith Prentice (Borders), Robert Clark (Ayr)
versus James Stark (Borders) and Billy Howat (Ayr) against Jim
Cullen (Borders). Ayr skips, Neil and Billy both won their games,
with Border skip James, beating Robert.
Delighted at their win, Ayr Captain, Billy Howat, commented
“it was good ice, the teams played well and the company was
excellent”.
Pat Edington, Past President of the RCCC, presented the trophy
and then the celebrations began, fuelled by the news ﬁltered
through that the Ayr Ladies had won the Morton Trophy, to give
Ayr Ice Rink the double.

Report/picture: Debbie Kerr

The Morton Trophy

Report/picture: Marion Fraser

The Scottish
Schools
Championship
Congratulations to Kelso High School on winning
the Scottish Schools Championship 2013.
The 53 rinks started the competition and 24 Qualiﬁed for
the Finals which took place at Murrayﬁeld Curling 15 -17
March. The ice was very good with a good swing.
Two one sided semi-ﬁnals took place each game only lasted
six ends. Stranraer Academy 1 (7) v Dumfries Academy (1) &
Forfar Academy (2) v Kelso High (10).
In the Final, Kelso High School v Stranraer Academy 1, Kelso
won the toss and blanked the ﬁrst end and just missed a diﬃcult tap back for three in end two. Score 1 – 0 Kelso. A front to back double by
Stranraer blanked end three. In end four Stranraer hit on the nose against two. Score 1 - 1 after four. A good end played in end ﬁve led to Kelso
picking up two shots, they had an outside chance of three. Great shots were played in six which eventually led to another blank end. Score 3 – 1
Kelso. Stranraer had to draw the four foot but was too heavy Kelso stole one. Stranraer ran out of stones in the last end Final Score 4 – 1.
Thanks to all at Murrayﬁeld Curling for a very well-run weekend.
Pictured L-R Winners, Kelso High School, Callum Potts, Amy Bryce,
Neil Sutherland and Cameron Bryce with RCCC President Bill Duncan.
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Teams who had won through from the four sections were Ayr, Lanarkshire, Kinross and
Inverness. The original draw paired Inverness with Ayr and Lanarkshire with Kinross for the
semi- ﬁnals. Due to unforeseen travel problems the draw was changed and Kinross and
Inverness took to the ice for the ﬁrst semi-ﬁnal with Inverness winning two of the three games.
Lanarkshire /Ayr game started slightly later and this time Ayr won two of the three games.
The Finals saw Lorraine Shaw (Ayr) against Ann Gibb (Inverness), Gail Thomson (Ayr) against
Brenda Macintyre (Inverness) and Margaret Agnew (Ayr) against Mo Simpson (Inverness).
Spectators enjoyed a high standard of curling from all the teams throughout the ﬁnal which
ended with wins for all three Ayr skips.
Fiona Hardie Vice-President of Ladies Branch presented the Morton trophy to Liz Boswell (Ayr
LSC rep). Liz thanked everyone for such a good day and couldn’t quite believe they had won
the trophy after their diﬃcult journey. The Ayr ladies were in high spirits as they left in their bus
to join the Maxwell trophy winners for a celebration evening!
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The Morton Trophy ﬁnal took place at Fife Ice Arena, Kirkcaldy on Tuesday
12th March 2013.
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Asham U14 Slam
The third and ﬁnal event of the Asham Under 14 Slam was held at Curl Aberdeen
on Saturday 2nd March.
It was once again to be a Kinnear v Lockhart ﬁnal, the two teams having met each other in the
ﬁnal at Stranraer in January. On this occasion, it was to be Scott Lockhart’s team that were the
dominant force early on. They found their draw weight early and Scott played a lovely double in
the second end to put the pressure on. A couple of missed shots allowed Callum Kinnear’s team
to take a 2 in the third end to go 1 down into the last end. A steal of 1 in the 4th end levelled the
score at 3-3 and an extra end had to be played. With Callum’s last stone, he attempted a hit ‘n’ roll
behind a guard however he hit on the nose leaving an open hit ‘n’ stick for the game. Scott played
the take-out to perfection and his team of
Alastair Torrance, Rory Young and James Craik
were worthy winners. Pictured left with Judith
McFarlane, RCCC.
The 3-4 playoﬀ was a very aggressive game with lots of stones in play. Lewis Leslie’s Kinross team
of Craig Barr, Beth Farmer and Kirstin Bousie were 3-1 down going into the last end but piled stones
into the house and closed up the centre area leaving it diﬃcult for Andrew’s team to get in to lie shot.
Lewis’s team scored a 4 in the ﬁnal end to ﬁnish 5-3 winners.
The Asham Under 14 Slam 2012-13 champions are Callum Kinnear, Gavin Hay, Ben Cormack and
Mark Watt. They have had a fantastic season winning two of the three events and ﬁnishing runnerup at Curl Aberdeen on Saturday. They have played consistently throughout the season and are
deserved champions. The boys received brushes courtesy of Asham and trophies as pictured above.
Many thanks must go to Curl Aberdeen for providing great ice conditions and catering for players
& spectators. Thank you also to Albert Middler for umpiring Saturday’s event.

The Henderson Bishop
The ﬁnal of the Henderson Bishop 2013 was between last year’s winners
Stranraer (Beryl Niven, Gail Munro, Fiona Hardie & Beth Aitken) and
Stirling (Janette Wilson, Norma Brown, Margaret Mauchline & Elspeth
Johnston.
Stirling got oﬀ to a good start lying 4 shots with Gail having to play a double take
out and lie. She managed to remove one stone but rolled out giving Stirling a steal of 1
shot. The next 3 ends resulted in singles being exchanged between Stranraer & Stirling
making the score 2 - 2. 5th end Stranraer were lying a single shot well guarded, with
Janette having last stone still to play. Janette played a super angled raise to give them
a 4. Stirling looked like they were in control of this game. Stranraer took a single in the
6th end.
In the 7th end Beryl attempted to draw to the 4 foot to lie against the Stirling stone,
sadly it stayed wide and allowed Norma the hit and roll behind the guard. Gail then
attempted to remove the front stone but caught on the front guard. This gave Janette
a chance to promote one of her front stones to take a 3. Stranraer then conceded, and
The Henderson Bishop trophy was heading to Stirling. Final score Stirling 9 - 3
Stranraer.

Pictured: The Henderson Bishop Trophy Winners, with
Jenny Bain (RCCC Ladies Branch President) and Janet
McMillan (Sponsors) with players L- R Janette Wilson
(skip), Norma Brown (3rd), Margaret Mauchline (2nd),
Elspeth Johnston (Lead).

The Low Road ﬁnal for the Cherrystone was between Lockerbie (Moira
Hastings, Anne Smith, Fiona Robson and Linda Smith) and Murrayﬁeld
1 (Susan Kesley, Jenny Barr Fran Stretton, Morna Aitken and Margaret
Nicol).
This was a very close game and after 5 ends the score was tied at 4 – 4. Moira needed
a rub to slow down her draw for a two, but unfortunately it didn’t happen and left
them with a single, giving them a score 5 - 4 to Lockerbie. Murrayﬁeld spent the 7th
end replacing a front guard on a single stone lying on the button, Susan’s ﬁrst stone
drew a bit too far leaving a angled double. Moira’s stone drew too much and left the
elusive button shot where it was. Susan had the whole house to draw for a 3 but was
too heavy, giving them only a 2 making the score Murrayﬁeld 6 - 5. It was down to the
last end with Lockerbie having the last stone. A hit on a double by Anne cleared 1 shot
but pushed the 2nd stone sideways to sit behind the button behind 3 Lockerbie guards.
Susan’s 1st stone drew right onto the shot, leaving Moira to attempt a raise on one of
the guards, unfortunately it clipped the wrong guard leaving both stones lying.
Susan played her last stone guarding both her shots. Moira attempted another raise,
but only managed to remove 1 of Murrayﬁeld stones and leaving them a single shot.
Murrayﬁeld 1 were the winners of the cherrystone with a score of 7-5.

YOUR CURLER

Pictured: Murrayﬁeld 1, the winners of the
Cherrystone, Jenny Bain (RCCC) Ladies Branch
President) with players L – R Morna Aitken (Lead),
Jenny Barr (3rd), Susan Kesley(skip), Fran Stretton
(2nd) and 5th player Margaret Nicol.
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9 CLUBS & RINKS

Stratheden Curling Club

Stratheden Curling Club was formed in 1838 by farmers and professional men in the villages of Auchtermuchty, Falkland and
Strathmiglo through which the River Eden ﬂows. The Club played its ﬁrst District Medal bonspiel in 1840 against Leven. In 1847 two
Stratheden rinks played in the ﬁrst Grand Match at Penicuik Pond.
Stratheden gained District medals against Markinch, Pitlessie, St Andrews, Newburgh, Leslie, Abdie and Falkland. In 1877 the Club
ﬁrst played for a Silver kettle against Falkland.
The ﬁrst Points Competition was won by James Tod in 1841 who gained the GCCC Local medal. The Club’s Points Medal was subscribed
for by members of the Club and presented in 1864. The brothers Thom presented the Thom Cup for annual completion in 1920.
Stratheden, always a social Club, started playing a match against ABC & D Curling Club in 1953 and Cambo in 1955. Each match was
followed by “beef and greens.”
For the Club’s 150th Anniversary a Bonspiel was held at Kinross with Abdie, ABC & D, Cambo, Falkland and Stratheden Ladies. Robin
Rippin, of Rippin plc, sponsored the ice and presented a trophy, which is still competed for annually against ﬁve other clubs. Crawford
Priory and Pitlessie have replaced ABC & D and Stratheden Ladies.
The Club competes in the Lomond League and Cupar Province League. It runs league and knockout competitions; pairs and points.
There are Bonspiels and matches between the older and younger members and the ladies and gentlemen. All repair for “beef and
greens” to the Cycle Tavern, which is the Curling Club’s clubhouse.

Ruari Halford-MacLeod, Vice-President, Stratheden Curling Club
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32 members of Stratheden, in eight rinks, played three games of three ends, against curlers from Abdie, Cambo, Ceres, Crawford Priory,
Falkland, Forret, Leuchars and Pitlessie. A buﬀet supper was served in the Gannochy Suite where the curlers were joined by spouses, sponsors
and guests. For the visiting clubs the winner was John Nisbet’s Cambo, and runner up, Nigel Forrest’s Pitlessie. For Stratheden the winner was
Ruari Halford-MacLeod’s rink of Martin McDevitt, John Kerr and Jane Kerr, and runner up was Alan Muirhead’s rink of Lars Christianson, Roger
Smith and Andy Heer. Roy Lockhart, who joined the Club in 1977, a former President of the Club, and winner of more than 20 Club competitions,
was made an honorary member. Guests included Ted and Tio White, John White and Co; Robin and Margaret Rippin, formerly of Rippin Steel,
Alastair Masson, formerly of Bank of Scotland and Magnus Doull, former Club President. David Jack, the Club’s longest serving member, who
joined the Club in 1972, proposed a toast to visiting Clubs. Gerry Watson, President of Abdie, replied with some intriguing sidelights of curling
history, and proposed a toast to Stratheden Curling Club. Ewan Band, President, replied and after a busy raﬄe draw, Joan Ferguson thanked the
ice rink for ice and food; the Club members for having raised funds; sponsors who had made donations and all the curlers for taking part.
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64 curlers met at Dewars Rink, Perth, on Saturday 9th February 2013, for a bonspiel
to mark the 175th Anniversary of Stratheden Curling Club founded in 1838.
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Waterfront Ice Rink
The Waterfront Ice Rink was the scene of much frenetic
activity on Sunday 3rd March 2013 as it hosted a record
breaking attempt by the Waterfront Junior Curling Club
to break its own record of 11.5 tonnes, set up last year
in the Curl-a-tonne Challenge to deliver the maximum
tonnage of granite up and down the ice in a carefully
controlled period of time.
18 junior curlers drawn from all over the Inverclyde area, aged
between 9 and 21 formed into six teams of three, set oﬀ at a frantic
pace on a given signal and engaged in a properly structured‘Hotshots’
competition, playing alternate draw and strike shots, gaining points
for themselves as well as the team they represented.
The action on the ice was matched by the bustle in the oﬀ-ice area
where sponsors were being chased and queues formed to buy the
much sought after raﬄe tickets.
Following a very exhausting 1.5 hours of activity, the closing signal
was given and 18 very tired but exhilarated young curlers with their
equally fatigued coaches, trooped oﬀ the ice for a well-earned rest.
Whilst they rested, vital calculations were carried out on the score
sheets to determine the fruits of their labours. Meanwhile the club’s
statisticians were busy totalling the proceeds from the sponsors
and the raﬄe ticket sales.
The results having been checked and veriﬁed, a hushed gathering
heard the news they had all been waiting for: total tonnage of
granite rock delivered: 12 tonnes, i.e. over 0.5 tonne in excess
of last year’s total and a new record established! In addition, the
fundraising in a 1.5 hour period on a Sunday afternoon amounted

Pictured – presenting the cheque: club parent/helper and long term dialysis
patient, Lynne Kane, ﬂanked by club Vice Chairman, Jim Stables and Charge
Nurse Mairi Rennie surrounded by some club members and coaches.
to a mind-boggling £564.00! This included pledges from two of the major adult
curling clubs using the ice facility, Gourock CC and Port Glasgow CC who very
generously and perhaps a little rashly sponsored the young curlers at £25.00 per
tonne! A truly astonishing performance by all concerned.
The team prize went to the Team 3, skipped by Euan Polea, comprising himself,
Cameron Clark and Corey Stables. The winner of the individual award, as last year,
was Angus Shearer.
All proceeds from the event went to the Renal Unit at the Inverclyde Royal
Hospital in Greenock.
Article Jim Stables, Vice Chairman WJCC.
Photo Lesley Shearer.

Aberlour Curling Club Dewars Centre
At a game on the evening of 18th March in Elgin Leisure
Centre Ice Rink one team scored 8 in one end.

The team was skipped by Andrew Cameron against a team skipped by
Colin Ross. The ﬁnal score was 15-2.
Pictured: the winning team L to R Maureen Walker,
Kirsty Harrison, Andrew Cameron and Suzanne Wright.
Jeﬀ Hyland, Secretary.

It was a good day (06-March-13) at Dewars for Kathy Cameron
and her rink of Rita Drysdale, Anne Sidey and Maureen Gordon
when they drew their skips last stone into the house to score an
eight-end.
The end was built up by the team hitting and rolling to the wing
during the end.
Report/photo: Claire Milne

The Peak, Stirling

If any curlers wish to keep their eye in on the ice during
the summer months, The Peak ice rink in Stirling is oﬀering
curling ice between April and June.
Ice is available for hire for both club games and practice ice on
Mondays from 12.30pm-10pm and Tuesdays 10am-4.30pm. Ice can
be booked by contacting Active Stirling Bookings Coordinator Lana
Owens on 01786 448308.
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Kirkoswald Curling Club
Kirkoswald Curling Club celebrated the 175th Anniversary of the club at
Ayr Ice Rink on Sunday 17 February 2013. Players from Crosshill, Fairywell,
Girvan, Girvan Ladies and Grants Curling Clubs joined Kirkoswald members
for a fun day of curling, an enjoyable meal and a trip down memory lane.
We were very lucky to have generous sponsorship from local businesses
and club members enabling us to oﬀer all who attended a game of curling
and a meal at no cost. We asked for donations to charity and raised the sum
of £370 which was split between two local charities.

Cake cutting (L-R); Mrs Pat Galloway, Mrs Helen Lyburn and
Mrs Betty Kennedy, honorary member.

Mrs Helen Lyburn, a long standing member, baked a celebration cake which was
enjoyed by all. We were delighted that Mrs Betty Kennedy, honorary member, was able
to join us for this special occasion.
Mrs Pat Galloway, President of the club, read out a letter of congratulation from Bill
Duncan, President of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club, pointing out that Kirkoswald
Curling Club was instituted in 1838, a few months earlier than the Royal Club, and wishing
the club every success in the future.
Jim Dunlop, President of Crosshill Curling Club, proposed a toast to Kirkoswald Curling
Club. The friendly rivalry between these two clubs goes back 38 years. James Galloway,
Secretary and Treasurer, read out a few highlights from the past 175 years. He mentioned
that the Medal presented to the club by Lord Ailsa in 1848 is the same one that we still
compete for annually. The records also show that ladies were ﬁrst admitted, reluctantly,
in 1956!
Jim Henry, the longest serving member of the club, recalled his years in curling and the
many changes which have occurred. Mrs Liz Boswell took some informal photographs on
and oﬀ the ice, giving us a reminder of a very enjoyable day.
Pictured left: Mrs Betty Kennedy, honorary member, presented the prizes,
commemorative wooden curling stones made by James Galloway, to the winning rink
(L-R) Margaret Dunlop, George Hodge, Ronnie Doak and Hilda Stevenson.
Runners up prizes, donated by Mrs Jean McBlain, were presented to – James Galloway
(skip), Dorothy Moir (third), Anne Martin (second) and John Burns (lead). Fred Stevenson,
Vice President, thanked all who had contributed to a most successful day.
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Pat Galloway, President, Kirkoswald Curling Club

Lockerbie Ice Rink
What a fantastic day of curling took place at Lockerbie
Ice Rink on the 19th February 2013 in a National
Wheelchair open competition.

Next Issue

Winners of the competiton were Jim Sellars (skip),
Mary Bell, Stephen McGarry and Alan Hopkins.
Report/photo: Marion Murdoch

Send us your club or rink news, events and articles
to:

yourcurler@royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org
by 12th April 2013 for the next issue.
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It was the 2nd year of the Wheelchair Pick and Wick, when
numbers rose to 24 players entered from all over Scotland as
far as Kinross, Braehead, Hamilton, Stirling, Stranraer and also
Newcastle.
Players were drawn into teams then play commenced for the
day playing a round robin format. A lovely lunch and afternoon
tea were most welcome at diﬀerent intervals and appreciated
by everyone. Some very competitive curling was appreciated by
onlookers on the day especially when 7 shots were scored in one
end by Rosemary Lenton’s team. It was a great opportunity for
wheelchair curlers to meet new people and make new friends.
Grateful thanks must go to our new sponsor Mr Rab Wilson
who presented the prizes to the winners and runners up.

