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A Message from our CEO
This is our third season of Your Curler and we hope that you ﬁnd it informative
and useful as a round-up of what has been going on in the Scottish curling scene.
We have covered stories from local (club/province/area), national and international perspectives
where there is a Scottish interest. We try to include all of the content that we receive from members
and friends of curling but sometimes hot stories go straight to our news section of our website
and we try to avoid duplicating across the two places.
Any stories that you have are welcomed and especially if they are accompanied by a photograph,
just send them to: yourcurler@royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org
If you want more news and information I recommend that you check our weekly “Curling This
Weekend” feature on our website, published each week by Friday lunchtime and it gives a quick
summary of the competitions and events in Scotland and those where our curlers are playing
abroad. It provides links to where you can follow live scores and TV or web streaming coverage,
usually provided by the event organiser.
Looking ahead to the season that has just begun we have the usual round of curling at all levels
of the sport and we have the Winter Olympics and Paralympics to look forward to in February
and March, where our top teams will face the best teams in the world. Back in Scotland we will be
making the most of the spotlight of attention that we will experience and we hope to attract lots
of new people to the game through our trycurling.com programme but also we hope that you
and our other members will introduce other friends and acquaintances to curling.
The Royal Caledonian Curling Club is celebrating 175 years and it is set to be a very exciting year to be part of the organisation and the sport of curling.
We look forward to seeing you around the rinks and wish you a successful season on and oﬀ the ice.
Bruce Crawford, CEO, The Royal Caledonian Curling Club

Meet Your New Presidents
At The Royal Caledonian Curling Club AGM in June, Alan Durno of Fochabers
Curling Club was elected President for 2013/14. Alan has long since been involved
in the game and has been a member of Fochabers Curling Club for the last 39
years.
Together with enjoying playing in club, province and national competitions over the years; he
was fortunate to play in the last Grand Match at Lake of Menteith in 1979 and was a member of the
Strathcona Cup winning team which toured Canada in 2003. He has been President of Fochabers
Curling Club, Moray Province President, Area 10 Rep. for 4 years and RCCC competitions convener
for the last 3 years. He is on the organising committee and bonspiel convener of the Highland
Week of International Curling which has been held annually for 46 years.
At the Ladies’ Branch AGM in May earlier this year, Fiona Hardie was elected as their new President. Fiona was born into the well-known
McMillan curling family and brought up in Stranraer in South West Scotland.
Having started curling, age 11 soon after Stranraer Ice Rink opened in 1971 within the family hotel, North West Castle, she has curled for Stranraer
Young Curlers, Stranraer Ladies, Castle Kennedy, New Abbey, and Crocketford Curling Clubs and for the Dumfries Ice Bowl Curling Association (Ladies
Section).
Fiona won the ﬁrst Scottish Junior Ladies Championship in 1981. She won the Scottish Mixed Championship in 1982 and has continued to
represent Stranraer in the Morton trophy for a number of years, also playing alongside her sister in the Henderson Bishop Finals. Fiona has
been involved with curling at Dumfries Ice Bowl since it opened in 1992. She started the ‘Curling’s Cool’ programme along with the ﬁrst RCCC
development oﬃcer, and has coached for, been secretary and then President of Dumfries Ice Bowl Curling Association. She has curled often
at Lockerbie where she remains a member but she now plays mainly at Dumfries in the Ladies league and club competitions.
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Try Curling Launches
at Legacy Conference
The Olympic season is now upon us and what a fantastic opportunity it brings to increase public awareness in curling, the
number of people sampling the sport, the number of people participating in clubs and facility usage.
The Royal Caledonian Curling Club’s Try Curling programme attracts hundreds of new people into curling each year but this year it has been relaunched to take advantage of the increased levels of interest in the sport in the run up to Sochi 2014, with a particular focus on curler retention and
club development.

So what’s new?
The trycurling.com logo was rebranded to work across the wide range of marketing and
communications required to support the programme some of which have been developed over
the summer.
One such example is the new trycurling.com website which was launched with potential new
curlers in mind. To provide - the basics on how to play, current sessions and class listings for those
wishing to learn, club and rink information for those looking to take the sport up longer term and
event information to encourage spectators at curling competitions across Scotland.

Visit www.trycurling.com<http://www.trycurling.com>

Promotional materials have also been produced including
a Try Curling ‘Beginner’s Guide to Curling’ and posters to promote
sessions being hosted around the country.

The education and training of volunteers, coaches & clubs is also vital
to ensure participants have a positive experience. With this in mind, the
RCCC hosted a Try Curling Legacy Conference on Sunday 22nd September
at Murrayﬁeld Curling Rink to which 90 Area Reps, Ladies Reps, Facility
Managers & coaches attended. It was a hugely successful day with the morning
presentation focusing on Try Curling programme aims and Club Development,
pictured right.

Try Curling sessions should be - Fun – Safe – Basic.
Ultimately the aim of Try Curling is to get participants ‘hooked’ and wanting
to return. Suggested 1 hour session plans have been created (30 mins on-ice)
which maximise ice usage and reduce the number of coaches required. The
sample session plan was put to the test at the Legacy Conference afternoon
with Judith McFarlane leading 2 groups of 8 new participants. The Conference
delegates watched from the rink-side seating and could clearly hear the session
as microphones were used throughout (pictured right). Feedback was very
positive from delegates and participants alike with linoleum sliders and the
use of stabilisers being well received as aids to get people delivering stones
as quickly as possible. Rather than playing an end of curling, participants were
challenged with ‘How far can you send the stone?’ and points were awarded
from the near hog line; everyone scored points and left with a sense of
achievement, wanting to learn more about the game.
The RCCC will provide facilities with Try Curling packs which will include labels, participant details forms, session plans and supporting appendices,
Hotshots Challenge forms and feedback forms. Participant folders will include the Try Curling Beginner’s Guide and ﬂyers with details for the local
Beginners Classes and Junior Club.
It wasn’t possible to include everyone at the Legacy Conference therefore six Try Curling modules will take place before February 2014 with dates and
venues to be announced soon. Let’s work together to make sure the 2014 Olympic Games have a lasting impact on curling development in Scotland.
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Dates for Your Diary

Scottish Curling Mixed Senior
Championships

Stranraer Ice Rink, 11-13 October

SCT - The Forfar Open

Forfar Indoor Sports, 11-13 October
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SCT - Stirling Invitational

The Peak, Stirling, 18-20 October

SCT - Inverness Skins

Inverness Ice Centre, 1-3 November

Asham Under 14 Slam

Edinburgh International Curling
Championship

Kinross Wheelchair Curling International

Asham Under 21 Slam

Braehead Curling, 13 October
Kinross Curling, 15-17 October

Murrayﬁeld Curling, Edinburgh, 8-10 November

Inverness Ice Centre, 8-10 November

Adult Camp 2013

Next Issue
Send us your club or rink news, events and articles to:

yourcurler@royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org
by 8th November 2013 for the next issue.

Your Curler is published by The Royal Caledonian Curling Club.
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Participants arrived on Friday afternoon and soon took to
the ice for a game followed by having their curling deliveries
ﬁlmed.
On Saturday, individual deliveries were reviewed before
curlers got to work improving their technique under the
guidance of the coaching team. Sessions on Saturday
included sweeping, delivery and balance, handles and
release, split timing and strategy and tactics. There was great
enthusiasm amongst the group and despite having had
quite an intensive day in the classroom and on the ice, several
curlers stayed on for the optional practice time in the early
evening as well!
On Friday and Saturday evenings, curlers were able to relax
and enjoy a fantastic 4 course dinner in the company of new found friends.
On Sunday, sessions included angles, line of delivery, team drills and some further ﬁlming of deliveries. Individuals were able to compare their
‘before’ and ‘after’ curling deliveries with many delighted at their transformation.
The weekend has had extremely positive feedback with a few comments highlighted below:‘Absolutely ﬁrst class curling camp, diﬃcult to see where it could be improved. The video sessions though at times painful were excellent, most instructive.
I would not hesitate to recommend this to others.’
‘Hotel and facilities excellent. Organisation of weekend excellent; found coaching pitched at just right level – pointing out mistakes and helping me to
correct them. Very patient and encouraging coaches. I’d seriously think about coming on another weekend.’
‘Great experience – enjoyed it from start to ﬁnish’
Many thanks to Ice Rink Manager Gail Munro and the North West Castle Hotel for accommodating the RCCC Adult Curling Camp and for the
excellent ice, food and service enjoyed by all.

y o u r c u r l e r @ r o y a l c a l e d o n i a n c u r l i n g c l u b. o r g

This year’s RCCC Adult Camp was held at North
West Castle, Stranraer.
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RCCC 2013 Summer Camp
This year’s Summer Camp was a great success, but instead of us telling
you about it, here is a report from one of our campers:
“Curling camp this year was an amazing opportunity to be involved in. Around 40
campers arrived at Stirling University residences not knowing what to expect. The
facilities were great and we had a little bit more freedom as we had our own room in an
apartment - boys and girls in diﬀerent blocks though. Throughout the week mornings
were spent on the ice at the Peak; coaching, sweeping drills and working on delivery
techniques. Afternoons were ﬁlled with activities. A personal favourite was kayaking
– in the rain – but it was still as fun. We had races and even turned capsizing into a fun
game. Other highlights included; basketball, swimming and climbing which was great
fun. Inside the Peak they have a climbing wall which we all took in turns to go up.
In the evenings we had dinners at the Peak followed by talks by David Murdoch and Nancy Smith and another by Jennifer Dodds and Michael
Goodfellow. They were very inspirational and made you want to work harder to improve your chance of winning. On one of the evenings the campers
were divided into teams with some of the performance curlers which got very competitive. There was a disco to ﬁnish oﬀ an excellent week, which was
organised for us and our new American friends that we met while staying at the university. I’d like to thank Judith and all the other helpers who made
the camp such a success!”
Written by Heather MacDonald

Asham Announced
as Junior Slams Sponsor
The Royal Caledonian Curling Club has conﬁrmed a new three year sponsorship agreement with
Asham Curling Supplies which sees the curling brand become one of the major supporters of
competitive junior curling in Scotland.
Following the success of Asham’s sponsorship of the Asham Under 14 Slam, the equipment supplier has extended its title rights to include the Asham
Under 17 Slam and the newly formed Asham Under 21 Slam encompassing a total of 12 Slam events.
Since its inception in 2011 the Asham Under 14 Slam has played an important role in fostering Scotland’s curling talent, developing skills and
performance at the highest level and providing a platform for success in what is, for many, their ﬁrst competitive curling environment.
Likewise the existing Under 17 Slam began in season 2006 and oﬀers young curlers the chance of success in their own age group and the coveted top
prize of secured places at the World Curling Federation Camp.
A new Under 21 Slam was launched for season 2013/14 to further improve the pathway for junior curlers from the Under 14 age group through Under
17 to Under 21. It is hoped this will revitalise and raise the proﬁle of existing Under 21 competitions and oﬀer aspiring Under 21 teams the opportunity
to develop their potential in competition formats that simulate experiences at national ﬁnals.
Junior curlers have a proven track record in making the successful transition to mainstream national and international championships. Past Under 17
Slam Champion Lauren Gray went on to become World Junior Champion in 2012, compete in the ﬁnal of The Co-operative Funeralcare Scottish Women’s
Championship in 2013 and was then chosen to play alternate for Team Muirhead at this year’s World Women’s Championship where they won Gold.

The Royal Caledonian Curling Club is delighted to be working with Asham on these events and the full Asham Slams Calendar
for the 2013-14 season is as follows:

2013

2014

Asham Under 17 Slam 1:
Asham Under 21 Slam 1:
Asham Under 14 Slam 1:
Asham Under 21 Slam 2:
Asham Under 17 Slam 2:
Asham Under 17 Slam 3:
Asham Under 21 Slam 3:
Asham Under 17 Slam 4:

28-29 September
4-6 October
13 October
8-10 November
30-31 November
14-15 December
20-22 December
28-29 December

Lockerbie
Kinross
Braehead (Glasgow)
Inverness
Greenacres (East Renfrewshire)
Hamilton
Lockerbie
Forfar

Asham Under 21 Slam 4:
Asham Under 14 Slam 2:
Asham Under 17 Slam 5:
Asham Under 14 Slam 3:

10-12 January
18 January
1-2 March
8 March

Greenacres (East Renfrewshire)
Aberdeen
Perth
Lockerbie
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New Staﬀ Appointed
at RCCC
The Royal Caledonian Curling Club has recently appointed an Administrator and
Marketing Assistant to its Edinburgh Head Oﬃce.
Rachael Lee, Administrator will be responsible for general oﬃce administration including ﬁnance
support, co-ordinating travel and accommodation for Scottish teams, assisting with events,
updating web content, data entry and telephone answering.
Jonathan Strandberg, Marketing Assistant, will be responsible for delivering components of the
marketing, communication and fundraising strategies of the RCCC through the maintenance of
day-to-day relationships with members and partners and will work with other staﬀ to co-ordinate
website content, e-newsletters, social media and other communications.
Both join the organisation as full time members of staﬀ and have already been introduced to the
sport with a curling session at Braehead Curling (pictured).

products and services in front of
The Royal Caledonian Curling Club
membership with an advert in Your Curler or
build your proﬁle online with a web banner
at: royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org

We have some great marketing
opportunities for the 2013/14 season.
For more information about our member
ezine and website and to download
a rate card visit:
http://royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org/
advertise-with-us/

Next Issue

Send us your club or rink news, events and articles to:

yourcurler@royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org

Your Curler is published by The Royal Caledonian Curling Club.

yo u rc u r l e r @ ro y a l c a l e d o n i a n c u r l i n g c l u b. o rg

by 8th November 2013 for the next issue.

www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org tel: 0131 333 3003

YOUR CURLER

Promote your business and get your

y o u r c u r l e r @ r o y a l c a l e d o n i a n c u r l i n g c l u b. o r g

ADVERTISING
NOW AVAILABLE
FOR 2013/14

6 EVENTS

O C TO B E R 2 0 1 3

w w w. r o y a l c a l e d o n i a n c u r l i n g c l u b. o r g

ISSUE 17

Silver for Scotland at European Mixed
Scotland narrowly missed out on retaining their European Mixed Championship title after going down
5-4 to Germany in the gold medal game of the 2013 European Mixed Curling Championship at Murrayﬁeld
Curling Rink, Edinburgh (15-22 September).
2012 European Mixed Curling Champions Scotland returned to defend their title with a slightly diﬀerent line-up. Eve Muirhead was unable to participate
due to Olympic training commitments so Team Scotland lined up as Ewan MacDonald (skip), Kay Adams (third), Euan Byers (third) and Karen Barthelemy
(lead).
The Scots won 7 out of their 8 games in the round robin before despatching
Denmark by 6-4 in the Quarters and Hungary by 8-4 in the Semis to set up a Final
meeting against Germany.
The ﬁrst half of the Final proved to be incredibly tight, with both teams exchanging
scores of single points, leaving the score tied at 2-2 going into the sixth end.
Scotland skip, Ewan MacDonald was light with his last stone as he made draw
in the sixth end, to give up a steal of two points to Germany. Scotland hit back
immediately as MacDonald drew with has last stone to take two points and level
the game going into the eighth end tied.
The German team of Andy Kapp (Skip); Petra Tschetsch (Third); Holger Höhne
(Second) and Pia-Lisa Schöll (Lead), made the crucial breakthrough when, Andy
Kapp made a draw to the button with his second last stone.
With his last shot, Scotland skip, Ewan MacDonald (pictured below), was faced with an extremely diﬃcult shot and in his attempt to move the counting
German stone was a little heavy, giving Germany the one point needed to take the Championship title.
Afterwards, Germany skip, Andy Kapp said: “It’s just great - a great feeling, we are really
pleased with the whole team eﬀort. We were a little bit lucky on one end and a little bit
unlucky on another end, so it feels really good to come through that game and win.
He added: “Scotland were one of the best teams throughout the week, we beat them once
(in the round-robin) and now we have beaten them twice, which is a great achievement
against such a good team.”
Afterwards, their skip, Ewan MacDonald, said: “We’re all really disappointed with that. You
never go into the ﬁnal looking to come out with silver. It just didn’t quite happen today.
We played well in some ends but just didn’t put it together and that was probably the
diﬀerence at the end of the day. Andy (Kapp) made some good shots at the right time.”
Hungary beat Finland by 6-3 to take bronze medal.

Final standings, daily reports and image galleries are available on the
event website www.emcc2013.curlingevents.com

A Weekend of Firsts at the Asham U21 Slam
4th - 6th October brought about the 24th staging of the Kinross Junior Classic. The event marked the ﬁrst ever Asham Under 21
Slam event, saw the ﬁrst English team compete in a Slam event, was the ﬁrst non-Championship Junior event to be played under
time clocks and was the ﬁrst major event for Kinross Curling. It also proved to be a weekend of great competition.
Robert Tait (Lanarkshire), Bruce Mouat (Murrayﬁeld) and Stuart Taylor (Braehead) topped their respective Sections to qualify for the Semi Finals of the
Boys’ Competition. The last spot in the boys’ semi ﬁnals was decided by a Draw Shot Challenge where Robin Brydone (Dewars) succeeded by only 2.9
centimetres. The Boys’ Semi Finals were both very close aﬀairs with Mouat defeating Brydone 7-6 and Taylor taking the extra end to defeat Tait.
Katie Murray (The Peak) and the local team skipped by Fiona Spain (Kinross) progressed to the girls’ Semi Finals from Section A, and Gina Aitken
(Murrayﬁeld) and Lesley Young (Forfar) progressed from Section B. Aitken defeated Spain and Murray overcame Young in a low scoring game.
In the 3rd/4th Play Oﬀs Tait’s team of Graeme Allan, David Williamson and Jay Wilson defeated Brydone
(James Carswell, Calum Greenwood and Thomas Halder) and Spain’s team of Lauren McIntyre, Kathryn
Spain and Linzi Sim defeated Young (Alison Wood, Hailey Duﬀ and Ellie Fraser).
The Boys’ Final saw the RCA teams of Bruce Mouat and Stuart Taylor go head to head. A steal of 3 in the
6th end gave Mouat the initiative and with the score 7-3 after 7 ends Taylor’s team of Gregor Cannon, Ross
Fraser and Alasdair Schreiber oﬀered their hands and conceded. The ﬁnal of the Girls’ event was a very
close game between Gina Aitken and Katie Murray’s team of Heather Morton, Laura Ritchie and Jodie
Milroy. The game was all square going into the last end where Aitken managed to manufacture a steal of
one to take the title.
Congratulations to winning teams of Bruce Mouat, Duncan Menzies, Derrick Sloan and Angus Dowell
(pictured top right) and Gina Aitken, Naomi Brown, Rowena Kerr and Rachel Hannen (pictured bottom
right).
Our thanks goes to the Kinross Junior Classic Committee, Kinross Curling and sponsor Asham Curling
Supplies. Next stop for the Asham Under 21 Slam will be the Inverness Junior International from 8th-10th
November.
Report - Brad Askew, Photos - Tom Brydone
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Gold for Mouat and Aitken at Braehead
The ﬁrst leg of the European Junior Curling Tour was
contested at Braehead from 20-22 September with teams
from Scotland, Switzerland and Sweden. The draw included
the current Swedish and Swiss National Champions.
After the Boys’ round robin it was Scottish teams Bruce Mouat and Grant
Barr who went directly to the semi-ﬁnals with the 3 Swiss and the Swedish
team playing the quarter ﬁnals. After both games going to the last stone
it was the Swiss Champions Team Andre Neunschwander and another
Swiss Team Michi Hauser going on to the semi-ﬁnals.
Team Neunschwander progressed to the ﬁnal against Team Mouat who
were always in control and it was a conceding handshake in the 8th for
the Gold. This was a rematch from the Thun Final last season and this time
it was Scotland’s turn to prevail.

After the Girls’ round robin the Swiss visitors Team Corina Mani topped the
section with Performance Team Jennifer Martin and RCA Gold Team Gina
Aitken progressing to the page playoﬀs. Team Mani took the 1-2 game so
were waiting in the ﬁnal for the winner of the 2-3 game which was taken
by Team Aitken. Once again the Final was an exciting and aggressive one
with the initiative swinging back and forth over the ends. 1 missed hit
and roll by the Swiss, didn’t have the legs, and handed the Gold to Team
Aitken.
The Girls’ 2-3 Game and the Boys’ Final on Sunday were web streamed
live with commentary by Robin Brydone and James Carswell.
The EJCT now moves to Sweden and Norway in October and Switzerland
in November. Teams Bruce Mouat, Gina Aitken and Robin Brydone will be
representing Scotland at these future events.

The ﬁrst Asham Under 17 Slam of the season
was held at Lockerbie Ice Rink over the weekend
of 28-29 September.
This national competition attracted 24 teams of young curlers from all over
Scotland and was sponsored locally by McJerrow & Stevenson, Sport & Trophy
Centre and Lockerbie & District Rotary Club.
The High Road winners of the JEM Stevenson Trophy was Angus Shearer’s
rink of Craig Paterson, Alistair Middleton and Stuart Cannell from Waterfront,
beating Katie Murray’s rink from Stirling.
The Low Road winners of the Lockerbie & District Rotary Club Shield, were
Luke Carson’s rink of Ian Waddell, George Ballantyne and Alistair Torrance from
Hamilton, beating Matthew McConnell’s rink from Greenacres.
The winners of the High Road were presented with the JEM Stevenson Trophy
and prizes by Sue Stevenson and Gordon Dinwoodie. The winners of the Low
Road were presented with the Rotary Shield and prizes by Matt Murdoch.
Pictured (top right) The Stevenson Trophy and prize winners - left to right,
Gordon Dinwoodie, Stewart Cannell, Angus Shearer (Skip), Sue Stevenson,
Craig Paterson, Alistair Middleton and Alistair Stevenson.
Pictured (bottom right) The Lockerbie Rotary Shield was presented by Matt
Murdoch to the winners of the Low Road - left to right, Ian Waddell, Luke
Carson (Skip), Matt Murdoch, Alistair Torrance, George Ballantyne and Duncan
McFadzean.
be held
The next Asham Under 17 Slam will
at Greenacres from 30-31 November
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Asham Under 17
Slam Lockerbie
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Measuring Sins
What are the most common “Measuring Sins” seen in
ice rinks around the country when a measure is being
done? Umpires at their recent refresher day listed the
10 most common mistakes made, and not just by the
less experienced curlers!
In this issue we bring you the ﬁrst ﬁve:

‘Measuring Sin’

The Reason Why...

Other players apart from the vice-skips
in the house during a measure.

Others in the house only increase the chance of a stone
being accidentally moved. It is only for the players in
charge of the house (usually the vice-skips) to decide;
they do not need a second or even third opinion!

Measuring by going backwards around
the house/pulling towards you.

Might be quicker as shorter distance to re-check a
close measure but it is only a matter of time before
your foot accidentally moves one of the stones as you
go backwards. Always move the measure forwards in
front of you so you can see the stones being measured
and also if any players have ‘strayed’ into the house to
watch. It won’t be the ﬁrst time this has a happened
and the leg of the measure has hit someone else’s foot
knocking the moving measure out of the centre hole.

Placing the centre pin on the ice
ﬁrst instead of the feet of either the
micrometer or biter measure.

If you do it that way then the centre pin may come out
and damage the ice. So put feet down ﬁrst then guide
pin into centre hole.

Removing a measure by lifting feet ﬁrst.

Just as important as placing the measure on the ice.
Lift the legs ﬁrst and there is a danger of chipping oﬀ
a chunk of ice from the centre hole with the pin end
of the measure- again how to upset the icemaker! So
reverse order to putting on the ice: remove pin end
ﬁrst.

Moving the biter measure past stone then
bringing back to check again.

If it went past the ﬁrst time it is out of the house
either because it is out, or because it was moved out
accidentally during the measure. A biter measure can
only be done once.

Of course no-one reading this has been ‘guilty’ of any of the above…or have you?
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9 CLUBS & RINKS

Inverness Highland
Games
A very popular stand at the Inverness Highland Games during
the summer was that of the Highland Curling Development
Group in conjunction with the Highland Wheelchair Curling
Club, the Club raising funds for their forthcoming Triples
Tournament in Inverness and the Development Group
promoting both curling and ice activities at the Ice Centre.

Outdoor Curling Stones Wanted
Our friends at the recently formed Cardrona Curling Club in Wanaka, New Zealand recently contacted us to appeal for
outdoor curling stones.
As a start-up club they are looking to accumulate a number of outdoor curling stones with a ‘drug’ and ‘keen’ side, something which they have
found diﬃcult to source. If you feel you could help the members of the Cardrona club please send an email to Roger Gardiner, Secretary/Treasurer,
Cardrona Curling Club at tinks@xtra.co.nz
The Cardrona Club who maintain the traditional style of pond curling, would like to assure anyone that may have outdoor curling stones to
spare, that they would be very well cared for and treasured.

y o u r c u r l e r @ r o y a l c a l e d o n i a n c u r l i n g c l u b. o r g

On a day of brilliant sunshine and soaring temperatures, much interest
was shown in the display of curling equipment but the main focus centred
on the New Age Kurling laid out on a plastic sheet atop chipboard panels.
Over the course of the day over one hundred people tried their hand at the
game, children challenging parents with some keenly contested “matches”
taking place. A number of tourists from abroad also took part with some even saying that they would return home telling friends that “they curled
outdoors in Scotland...in July!” With a percentage of those taking part being local and with some enthusiastic PR from the HCDG oﬃcials on the stand,
hopes are that the forthcoming Try Curling taster sessions will attract additional interest.
As Mike McInnes, Vice-Chair of the HCDG commented “it was a great day at the Games, loads of interest in the stand and well worth the time and
eﬀort!”The Wheelchair Club were also kept busy with their produce and home baking stall proving popular and they brought in over £140 towards their
Triples Tournament in September.
Article by Ormond Smith
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Pictured are the sixty-four participants who enjoyed a great day of curling at the recently held Altitude Cup.
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Dumfries Ice Bowl
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DUMFRIES | SCOTLAND

2014 is going to be a busy year at Dumfries Ice Bowl! Alongside
the venue’s annual competitions such as the Dumfries Open
and the Junior International, the facility will be playing host to
the World Senior and World Mixed Doubles Championships in
April.

APRIL 2014

WORLD SENIOR CURLING CHAMPIONSHIPS
WORLD MIXED DOUBLES CURLING CHAMPIONSHIP

The World Seniors will see Men’s and Women’s rinks play in the facility’s dedicated six rink curling pad. The mixed doubles whilst a relatively new event,
but one which is set to grow will be played in our second ice pad where the TV and media that comes with the event can be accommodated.
Since the championships were awarded to Dumfries Ice Bowl, it has been all go to get the organisation of the event oﬀ to a ﬂying start. The ﬁrst decision
was the development of our event logo & branding. All the design work has been undertaken by local curler David Hardie Jnr, whose eﬀorts in getting
the small details right certainly paid oﬀ.
Our events will not be possible without the valued assistance of Volunteers. The local organising committee staged an open day at the end of the
season to give people a taster of the opportunities on oﬀer, which was very well attended and provided a local launch date for the championships. Two
further open days have been held during the summer, and we now have people listed for speciﬁc jobs and times. Plenty of opportunities to be involved
are still available, please e-mail volunteer@dumfriescurling.co.uk, you will be made very welcome!
In the background things are also moving quickly, with athlete and visitor accommodation, transport around the event, catering, and oﬀ ice
entertainment all taking shape and in most cases organised. We are very keen to promote Dumfries and Galloway as a place to come for curling and
tourism, so will be running a food fair around the events and will have Visit Scotland on site to promote the region.
Ticket prices have been set and are available at www.dumfriescurling.co.uk. We hope that you will join us to give the athletes that special moment that
they have earned through their national qualiﬁers. Local schools will be part of the event as well, with all local primary schools being given free access
to a session, and will certainly provide a good boost to the atmosphere.
So whether you have been to Dumfries before or not we would love to

see you from the 23rd to the 30th of April

to experience these events with us. Visit: www.dumfriescurling.co.uk

Waterfront Junior
Curling Club
The nationwide Macmillan Biggest Coﬀee Morning
in the World project was preceded by a Coﬀee’n
Curl event conducted by the Waterfront Junior
Curling Club on Thursday 26 September 2013 at the
Waterfront Leisure Complex.
Inverclyde Leisure very generously provided free coﬀee and
tea for the occasion and the scrumptious edibles were the
result of many hours of back-breaking baking by the coaches,
parents and friends of the club.
The curling, an equally important part of this project was
fought out on quality curling ice between the six teams
formed especially for the contest. Parents and friends had the
opportunity of sponsoring the stones being played by having
the choice of colour, number and letter.
Conducted over a very short one and a half hour period, the
event realised an astonishing total in excess of £290, a signiﬁcant increase on last year’s total. All money collected is earmarked for the Macmillan
element of Ardgowan Hospice.
Jim Stables, event organiser and vice chairman of the club said: ‘This was yet another example of the caring, sharing attitude of our members, coaches
and parents and Inverclyde can be justly proud of these selﬂess residents. Clearly, this event has become a ﬁxture on the club calendar and is now
attracting attention from members of the general public.”
Article and Photo: Jim Stables, Vice-chairman WJCC
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Fresh Start
for Kinross
curling rink
The ice rink at the Green Hotel
in Kinross is now called ‘Kinross
Curling’. The name-change follows
Kinross Curling Trust’s takeover
of the running of the facility from
the Green Hotel on 1st September
2013.
The curling rink, built in 1977, needs a
minimum investment of £800,000 to
bring it up to standard. The owners could
not take on this level of expenditure and,
without intervention, the rink was likely to close in December 2014 when the gas used in its refrigeration plant will be outlawed under EU regulations.
After many months of negotiation, the Trust has taken on a long lease and is actively seeking funding to carry out essential upgrades.
Local curling clubs, individuals and community organisations have so far raised £335,500 and the fund was given an added boost in mid September
when Perth & Kinross Council pledged £125,000. This is conditional on KCT being successful in their grant application to sportscotland.
Planned improvements include: laying a new, properly insulated ﬂoor, replacing the refrigeration plant, upgrading wiring, lighting and dehumidiﬁers,
replacing the leaking roof and improving insulation.
The brighter future for curling in Kinross was reﬂected recently in the work of volunteers who have refurbished the bar and lounge and repainted the
lounge and changing facilities. Also, due to the persuasive eﬀorts of some local curlers, the car park has been resurfaced at no cost to the Trust.
Fundraising continues with a grand raﬄe, dinner and auction taking place in October.
For more information, see: www.kinrosscurling.co.uk
Pictured: Local curlers celebrate taking over the running of the curling rink in Kinross.

North West Castle
We’re on the Button!
- Stranraer - Ice Rink -

Full Board Mixed Curling Weekends from ONLY £140 pp
Available Dates for Season 2013- 2014
Famous Grouse
Alliance Wine
Courvoisier
Highland Spring
Black Bottle
FULL
Glayva

18-20 October 2013
1-3 November 2013
8-10 November 2013
29 Nov - 1 Dec 2013
10-12 January 2014
24-26 January 2014

Grants
31 January - 2 February 2014
FULL
�����������
�����������������
FULL
Beefeater Gin
14-16 February 2014
Tennent Caledonian
28 Feb - 2 March 2014
Teachers
7-9 March 2014

BOOK NOW Tel: 01776 704413

email: hotel@northwestcastle.co.uk
BUILD YOUR OWN MID-WEEK PACKAGE FROM £55 PP INCLUDING DBB
y o u r c u r l e r @ r o y a l c a l e d o n i a n c u r l i n g c l u b. o r g

