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MacDonald Returns to the World Men’s
Curling Championship
Three times world champion Ewan MacDonald made his return to the World
Men’s Curling Championship in Beijing, China from 29th March to 6th April.
Supported by fellow world champion, lead Euan Byers and debutants to the
competition Duncan Fernie, 3rd, David Reid, 2nd, alternate Glen Muirhead and
coach Tom Pendreigh. Team Ewan MacDonald represented Scotland after they
won the Co-operative Funeralcare Scottish Championship at Dewars Centre,
Perth in February.
Scotland didn’t get off to the best of starts as they gave up a score of three in the first end of
their first game against Sweden. It was too steep a hill to climb back and they conceded at a score
of 8-4 after eight ends.
Their second game, on Monday morning, was against China and they managed to battle back from a four-point deficit to level the game twice and
force an extra end. But eventually China’s Rui Liu knocked out MacDonald’s last stone, which lay slightly too open, to score three in the extra end for a
score of 11-8.
After a loss to Japan, Scotland recorded their first win against Switzerland in their afternoon game on the Monday. The Scottish men forced an extra
end by scoring three points in the tenth end to tie the score at 9-9, when Switzerland’s fourth player Benoit Schwarz picked up on his last attempted
take-out to win the game. Scotland then stole a single point required to win 10-9.
Scotland’s men were very unlucky in their evening’s game against Denmark. With the score 6-5 to Scotland in the tenth end, Denmark’s Rasmus
Stjerne’s first stone attempt caught a guard and rolled through the tightest of ports into perfect position to join another Danish stone already on the
button. MacDonald could not find a route to the stones and Denmark secured the win 7-6.
Story Continued on page 2...

Barr Debuts at the World
Women’s Championship
Scotland was represented at the Ford World Women’s Curling Championship in St
John, Canada between the 15th and 23rd March by Team Kerry Barr (Kerry Barr, Rachael
Simms, Rhiann Macleod, and Barbara McPake, supported by alternate Hannah Fleming
and coached by Keith MacLennan) after they won the Co-operative Funeralcare Scottish
Curling Women’s Championship in Perth in February.
This was the first time that the team have competed at this level and they got off to a tough start against
fellow newcomers to the competition, Latvia. It was a close game with the lead changing hands several
times. However, a Scottish missed take-out attempt early in the ninth proved fatal as eventually, Latvia
scored three from the end to secure an 8-6 win after Scotland were run out of stones in the tenth.
Scotland had only one game on Saturday and went on to have a day of mixed fortunes on Sunday. The
Scots started well in their morning game but after Denmark scored a three in the eighth they were put
under pressure and the game finished 4-8. The Scottish women went on to record their first win against
Germany in the afternoon session with a score of 6-5. The Scots got off to a good start stealing a single
point in the first end and in the fourth Kerry Barr drew her last stone nicely into the house to score two
points and move their lead to 4-2. Scotland extended their lead to 5-3 in the 7th before Germany drew level at 5-5 in the 8th end. After
the 9th end was blanked Kerry Barr tapped back a German stone with her own last stone of the game, scoring the one point that gave
them the win.
Story Continued on page 3...
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Dates for Your Diary
World Senior Curling Championships
Dumfries Ice Bowl, 23-30 April
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World Mixed Doubles Curling Championship

Dumfries Ice Bowl, 23-30 April

MacDonald Returns continued...

Scotland secured their second win of the week in their Tuesday morning session against USA,
taking three points in the ninth end after MacDonald cleared out two USA stones with his first
stone to lie three and take an 8-5 lead. USA did manage to secure a one in the tenth but Scotland
were deserved winners with a score of 8-6.
The Scots then faced two very close games against the Czech Republic and top of the table
Norway, narrowly losing them 6-5 and 6-4 respectively. After this Scotland bounced back with
a win against Russia. MacDonald’s men managed to build up a 7-3 lead by the 7th end and
although Russia managed to pull back two points in the 9th, the Scots ran Russia out of stones in
the tenth end for a 7-5 win.
The second last round robin game, in the Thursday afternoon session was against Canada and
it was to be a close game until Canada took a two in the 8th end to put them 6-4 ahead. Scotland
tried to get back into the game but eventually lost the game 7-5.
Scotland’s campaign at the CPT World Men’s Curling Championship in Beijing finished in
disappointing fashion with a seven-end 3-10 loss to Germany.
Having secured only three wins from their eleven round-robin games, Scotland finished in ninth
place in the World Men’s Curling Championship leader board. Norway continued their fine form in the competition to secure the gold, beating Sweden
8-3 in the Final, while Switzerland claimed bronze after beating Canada 7-5.
Ewan MacDonald perhaps did not have the return to the competition he had hoped for and afterwards commented “We just didn’t get going. There
have been moments when we’ve been pretty good, but also moments when we’ve been pretty bad – we’ve just not been consistent enough”.
Ewan MacDonald was the recipient of the Colin Campbell Memorial Award, voted on by all the players in the tournament, and presented to the individual
they feel best displays a spirit of sportsmanship and the values of curling. Scotland’s World Teams are sponsored by Tullis Russel.
Photos front page: © WCF / Céline Stucki, above: © WCF / Richard Gray

fun

on and
off the...
Curling Competition Weekend Packages

at The Green Hotel Golf & Leisure Resort in conjunction with Kinross Curling.
A fabulous weekend competition packed with fun and plenty of socialising!

Your weekend package includes a welcoming Cocktail Party & Dinner on Friday night,
accommodation on Friday & Saturday night in a double or twin room, full Scottish
Breakfast on Saturday & Sunday morning, guarantee of 3 games on the ice
over the weekend and a Dinner Dance on Saturday night.
DAtes AvAilAble:

St AndreW’S CelebrAtion: Friday 28th - Sunday 30th november 2014
Friday 30th January - Sunday 1st February 2015
VAlentine’S Weekend: Friday 13th - Sunday 15th February 2015
Friday 6th - Sunday 8th March 2015
COST: Only £175 per person* (*based on 2 sharing a double / twin room) £20 supplement (single occupancy)
extenD your stAy with our speciAl AccommoDAtion rAtes - Ask for DetAils.

To make a reservation telephone +44 (0)1577 863467
or email reservations@green-hotel.com or visit www.green-hotel.com
The Green Hotel Golf & Leisure Resort, 2 The Muirs, Kinross KY13 8AS
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Barr Debuts continued...

Scotland managed to record a second successive win, in Monday’s afternoon
session, when they beat the Czech Republic. It was a hard fought game with the
Scots finally taking a two point lead 5-3 in the eighth. The Czechs reduced the
Scottish lead to just one point – at 5-4 – in the ninth end, but, in the tenth Barr played
a solid nose-hit to score one point and seal the win 6-4.
The Scotland women then faced a real cat and mouse game against China on
Monday evening. With the scores tied at 7-7 in the 9th end, try as they did, the Scots
could not get anything going in the tenth end and China scored one point needed
for their win.
After this Scotland faced a tough run of games and they lost both of their Tuesday
games against Russia and Canada. The Scots then went on to face Switzerland in
their Wednesday morning game but after Switzerland took a 5 in the fifth end, for
a 8-2 lead, the game was effectively over as a contest, and the Scots conceded after
eight ends with a score of 10-5 to Switzerland.
It was a closer run affair in their afternoon session as Scotland battled their way all
the way to an extra end against Sweden, but after Barr was long with her final draw
attempt, leaving a Swedish stone counting in the house, the score finished 8-7 to
Sweden.
Kerry Barr’s team continued their run of losses on the final day of the round-robin
stages with losses to USA and South Korea. This meant that Scotland’s women finished in tenth place after securing two wins from eleven in the roundrobin stages.
Switzerland went on to take the gold medals and the world title after beating Canada 9-5 in the final, while Russia beat South Korea after an extra end
to claim the first world women’s medal for their country. Scotland’s World Teams are sponsored by Tullis Russel.
		
The next big event in the curling calendar will be the World Mixed Doubles Curling Championship and World Senior Curling Championship in
Dumfries from 23 -30th April.
Photos: CCA / Michael Burns

As well as some top curling Dumfries Ice Bowl will also boast
a whole host of off-ice entertainment during the entirety of the
competitions. A Taste of Scotland, a food festival celebrating
the very best of Dumfries & Galloway locally produced food and drink which will be running alongside the World Championships. Next door
to the main venue, the spacious marquee will be bursting with flavour. There’s a full programme of daily foodie events to enjoy including chef
demonstrations and tastings, product sampling and whisky tasting. A pop up restaurant run by caterers ‘hullabaloo to you’ promises to tempt
the taste buds with menus that focus on celebrating the local food heritage of the area.
A Taste of Scotland promises to provide an authentic food experience in a region that is proud of its food heritage as one of Scotland’s most
important food producing areas. Alongside the foodie events programme there will be a wide range of produce on display for you to try and
buy, offering a fantastic opportunity to engage with local food and drink businesses, all keen to share their passion for great taste with visitors to
the Worlds.
A special exhibition will be running in Dumfries Museum during the competition, entirely based on curling. This exhibition, put together by
local curler and keen curling collector Graeme Adam will include historical and modern pieces of interest. The museum is free to enter and will
be open every day during the event.
No curling competition is complete, without the social side of the game and available throughout the event, will be numerous bars and even a
pop up restaurant. There will be live music, a ceilidh and not to mention trips organised to Kay’s of Scotland and local trips to showcase Dumfries
& Galloway. With so many things going on during the competitions there will always be something to do at the Dumfries Ice Bowl.
Tickets are on sale now. You can purchase a tournament pass where you can come and go all week as you please which includes the finals or
decide which days you are coming and purchase a single day ticket. There is also the option to buy for the night session only for those who can’t
make it all day. All tickets give you access to both ice halls, so that you can sample both competitions. To buy tickets go to www.dumfriescurling.
co.uk or they will be available on the door.
This is a great opportunity to see world-class curling in Scotland so come along and support our Scottish teams!
Report courtesy of Dumfries Local Organising Committee
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The World Senior Championship and the World
Mixed Doubles kick off at Dumfries Ice Bowl on the
24th April. It will be the largest event ever held by the
World Curling Federation. With 74 teams attending
the competition and up to 11 games of curling a day
the event is set to have some fantastic curling on
show. Scotland will be represented by Scottish Mixed
champions Gina Aitken and Bruce Mouat, Scottish
Senior Women’s Champions Team Christine Cannon
and Senior Men’s Curling Champions Team Keith
Prentice.
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World Championships, Dumfries
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Try Curling
Champions Evening
As part of the Try Curling programme, the Royal
Caledonian Curling Club organised an evening for two
winners from each ice rink facility in Scotland (who had
participated in Try Curling sessions between 15 February
& 9 March) to meet GB’s teams, have dinner with the
athletes, a lesson on-ice and have a game with them too!
It was a fantastic evening that saw people travel from as far as
Stranraer and Moray to attend the Try Curling Champions Evening
in Stirling. There was a real buzz around the place with lots of
medals being passed around and photo opportunities with the
medallists. Jodie Cox (Dundee) who was one of the lucky winners
commented ‘Thank you, it was such a good night and an amazing
opportunity that I won’t forget. I’m itching to get back on the ice’!
Dave Duff (Morray) passed on his congratulations to the Team
at the RCCC and the Olympic and Paralympic champions for a very
enjoyable evening at the Peak. He commented ‘The event was
so well organised and everyone was so friendly it certainly was
an inspiration to anyone thinking of joining the Scottish curling
family. The Try Curling sessions as a whole have been superb and
are a shining example to all other sports of how to maximise the
Olympic legacy for all ages.’
There have been thousands of people trying the sport recently and we are now working hard to try and retain as many new enthusiasts as possible.
Thank you to all the athletes who gave up their time to support the Try Curling Champions evening.

YOUR C U R L E R
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Protection of Vulnerable Groups
(PVG) scheme vetting update
The Protecting Vulnerable Groups Scheme (PVG Scheme) helps to ensure that people who
have regular contact with vulnerable groups in Scotland through work don’t have a known
history of harmful or abusive behaviour.

A major renovation of the curling rink in Kinross will take place this summer,
thanks to a grant from sportscotland.
Local curlers have been in a race against time to raise enough funds to upgrade the facility
before EU regulations come into force banning the type of gas used in the refrigeration plant.
Without a new plant, the ageing ice rink would be forced to close in December 2014.
With funding now in place, however, Kinross Curling Trust, the charitable body which manages
the ice rink, will embark on a renovation programme immediately.
Blair Melville, Chairman of Kinross Curling Trust, said: “We are absolutely delighted to
receive final approval from sportscotland for a grant of £400,000. This, together with a grant of
£125,000 from Perth & Kinross Council, grants from other organisations, and funds raised by curlers and curling clubs, means that the sport of
curling is secure in Kinross for the foreseeable future. It was absolutely crucial that this project proceeded this year to capitalise on the upsurge
in interest from the Olympics, and now future generations of curlers will have a quality facility in Kinross.”
Mr Melville paid particular tribute to local curlers and clubs, who showed how much curling means to their community by raising over
£350,000 in personal donations, loans and fund-raising events. “Money is always tight for community sports projects, but this shows just what
communities can do to help themselves if the public bodies stand alongside them.”
Stewart Harris, Chief Executive of sportscotland, said: “Following the three medals from our Olympic and Paralympic curling teams at the
recent Games in Sochi, there is significant interest in curling and it is absolutely right that we capitalise on that interest to grow the game in
Scotland.
“The Kinross Curling Trust put together a strong business case for investment from sportscotland, with community engagement right at the
heart of that bid so we were delighted to make this award of £400,000. On behalf of sportscotland I wish the Trust, and the local community
every success with the project and look forward to seeing the refurbished facility welcoming its first curlers onto the ice later this year.”
Improvements to be carried out over the summer includes a new insulated cladding system, new plant and ice-pad, new electricity substation, improved dehumidification, heating and lighting and installation of a low emission ceiling.
Kinross Curling Trust has been working since 2009 towards a new or improved curling facility in Kinross. Last year the Trust decided that the
way forward was to upgrade the town’s existing ice rink, built in 1977 as a leisure facility of the Green Hotel, and started leasing the four-sheet
rink, now known as Kinross Curling.
The Trust has also borrowed funds to carry out the refurbishment project, and Mr Melville added: “We are immensely grateful to all those who
have contributed, but we are still actively fundraising and will be for a significant time in order to reduce our reliance on loans.”
The refurbishment is expected to be completed in time for the start of the next playing season in September this year.
Report courtesy of the Kinross Curling Trust.
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Delight as curling continues
in Kinross

y o u r c u r l e r @ r o y a l c a l e d o n i a n c u r l i n g c l u b. o r g

The Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Act 2007 (“The PVG Scheme”) replaced the old disclosure
checking and has been live since February 2011. This Law applies to organisations and groups across the
statutory, voluntary and private sectors that provide services and activities for children, young people and/or
protected adults. This includes Scottish Governing Bodies of Sport (SGBs) and other sports organisations. It is
an offence for an organisation to employ an individual in regulated work if that person is barred.
The RCCC joined as an organisation and started PVG vetting in 2010. Initially we were only allowed to submit
new or upskilling coaches. We have since been authorised and notified to begin retrospective checking at the
start of this 2013/2014 season. This is for coaches who are active and current in their role e.g. an Assistant coach who qualified prior to 2010. It should
be noted that were have a monthly limit of how many applications we can submit and it is expected to take three years to complete the retrospective
checks.
There are two types of application forms. Existing member update application form is for those who have already joined the scheme with a different
organisation and an Application to join the PVG scheme, is for those not already on it.
Curling Coaches and Rink Child Protection Officers will need to join the PVG scheme through the RCCC. Additionally an RCCC member, volunteering
regularly in a recognised role as a Coaches Helper, may also request to join the PVG scheme through the RCCC.
There is no charge directly to the RCCC volunteer – The RCCC will apply for government funding to pay for this vetting process.
Once the volunteer has completed their form, they should contact a RCCC signatory and arrange to meet, so that their form and identification (3 types)
can be checked.
A dedicated page in the welfare section on our website provides guidance, sample forms, a list of local signatories and regularly updated news items.
Any person attending a coaching course in the past 4 years will have been given an application form.
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Team McCleary Win
the Scottish Curling
Pairs Championship
Twenty four teams competed in the Scottish Curling
Pairs Championship Finals at Stranraer over the weekend
of 21-23 March.
Of the eight quarter finalist teams, there were just two pairings
who had won the Championships previously with Ayr’s Neil Kennedy
& Ricky Goldie being victorious in 2010 and 2012, and defending
Champions Ross McCleary & Craig Gudmundsson (Kinross). Both
teams were to miss out on semi-final places with narrow defeats to
Pictured above are 2013-14 Scottish Curling Pairs Champions
Braehead’s Allan Hannah & Alasdair Schrieber and Kirkcaldy’s Kyle
Lee McCleary & Judith McCleary (The Peak) receiving the trophy from
Smith & Allan Marshall respectively; this meant it was to be a new
Mary-Anne McWilliam on behalf of the RCCC.
pairing for the 2013-14 Scottish Curling Pairs Championship.
Lee McCleary & Judith McCleary (The Peak) faced Sandy Christie & Gary Rutherford (Dewars) in a very closely contested semi-final. In the third end,
Sandy Christie played a raised double take out to lift two shot stones from the four foot to lie 1 and level the score at 1-1. Entering the final end, Lee &
Judith were one up without the hammer and had some great attacking play leaving Sandy with only a tricky tap back to the full four foot to try and take
the game to an extra end. It wasn’t to be and the game ended 5-2.
The other semi-final saw Kyle Smith & Allan Marshall (Kirkcaldy) up against Alan Hannah & Alasdair Schreiber (Braehead). With a score of 3 in the
second end, Kirkcaldy’s Kyle & Allan looked to be in control however a couple of loose shots gave Alan & Alasdair the opportunity to come right back
with a score of 3. Braehead stole 2 in the fifth end and the game was concluded at a score of 5-3 when Kyle & Allan then ran out of stones.
In the final Lee McCleary & Judith McCleary grasped the speed of the ice quickly and dominated the game early on. At a score of 5-0 after 3 ends, Lee
& Judith limited their risk through defensive play and Alan & Alasdair were unable to score more than singles in the fourth and fifth ends. The final end
saw the McCleary duo clear guards and when they removed Alan’s second stone from the house, handshakes were offered.
The 2013-14 Scottish Curling Pairs Champions are only the third team in the competition’s 33 years to include a female in the winning side with Gail
Munro being the last female winner alongside brother Hammy McMillan in 2011.

North West Castle

dd

- Stranraer - Ice Rink -

We’re on the Button!

Build your own Curling Package!

Accommodation – includes Dinner, Bed & Breakfast and one on-ice session per night stayed.
1 night DBB
2 or more nights DBB
Single room supplement

£65.00
£55.00
£10.00

Extended Season!

Why not add in a little something extra?
Additional Ice costs
Morning tea or coffee with shortbread
Snack Lunch - Soup, Sandwich with tea or coffee
2 course Lunch with tea or coffee
3 course Lunch with tea or coffee
Afternoon – Tea or coffee with Scones

£5.00 per extra session
£2.00
£6.00
£12.50
£15.00
£3.00

We have extended our season, ice
is now available until 22nd April
Has your season been too short?
Do you have any unplayed,
cancelled or re-scheduled games
to be played?
Or do you just fancy a day out?

Call 01776 704 413

Rate based on two people sharing a standard room.

BOOK NOW Tel: 01776 704413
email: hotel@northwestcastle.co.uk

YOUR C U R L E R

y o u r c u r l e r @ r o y a l c a l e d o n i a n c u r l i n g c l u b. o r g

APRIL 2014

w w w. r o y a l c a l e d o n i a n c u r l i n g c l u b . o r g

7 EVENTS

ISSUE 23

Under 13
and Under 15
Funspiel Finals
Review
The RCCC Under 13 and Under 15 Funspiel
Finals were held at Intu Braehead Curling rink
on Sunday 23rd March. Junior clubs from all
over Scotland competed in their own region to
progress to the finals.
In the under 13 age group, teams competing were
from Forfar, Perth, Dumfries and Hamilton. Dumfries,
who won this category last year with a very young and
inexperienced team, still had three eligible players and
were favourites to retain the title. After the first two
rounds both Hamilton and Dumfries were on 4 points
with two wins each, so it was all to play for in the final
game as they came up against each other. However,
the experience of Dumfries proved too much as they
beat Hamilton to win the trophy and collect the spoils.
Funspiel Under 13 Winners top left – Dumfries, L – R;
Andrew Murray , Natasha Kerr, Mollie Milligan, Hamish
Gallacher , Isla Black and Coach – Graham Sloan.
The Hotshots challenge consisting of 1 Draw-shot
and 1 Strike-out shot from each team member as well as 1 “golden” draw & strike for each team took place immediately following the main
competition. In The under 13 age group the winning team was Perth with a total of 48 points. The Under 13 Hotshots Winners from Perth are
bottom right L-R; Rory Desmond, Mathew McKenzie, Connor Wilkie-Milne, Calum Robertson.
An extra special prize of a Sochi 2014 Baseball Hat, donated by Ice Technician Chris Noble for the best shot of The Day was won by Isla Black,
from Dumfries (a cross house hit and roll to freeze on the shot stone and set up a score of three)

Under 15 Funspiel Finals
In the under 15 age group competing teams were from Forfar, Kinross, Lockerbie and Hamilton. After the 1st two rounds Lockerbie was on 4
points from two wins but both Hamilton and Kinross could still win the competition depending on game results. Kinross won their game picking
up 2 points and 4 ends and Hamilton beat Lockerbie, picking up 2 points and 3 ends. This meant that all three teams finished on 4 points but
Hamilton emerged the winners by scoring one more end than the other two teams.
Funspiel Under 15 Winners top right– Hamilton L – R;- Megan Macdonald, Katie Baird, Alistair Torrance and Jill Strang. The Under 15 Hotshots
winners from Kinross are pictured bottom left L-R; Craig Barr, Lewis Leslie, Beth Farmer and Ben Cormack.
The baseball cap for shot of the day in this age group was won by Angus Naysmith (Lockerbie) who played an 18 foot run back to split the two
opposing stones lying in the house.
Special thanks go to Bobby Corbet (RCCC Area Representative) who presented the prizes and to umpire Robin Turner.
Report and photos by David Horne
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Under 13 Funspiel Finals

Send us your club or rink news, events and articles to:

yourcurler@royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org
by 12th May 2014 for the next issue.

Your Curler is published by The Royal Caledonian Curling Club.
yo u rc u r l e r @ ro y a l c a l e d o n i a n c u r l i n g c l u b. o rg

www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org tel: 0131 333 3003

YOUR C U R L E R

Next Issue

8 EVENTS

APRIL 2014

w w w. r o y a l c a l e d o n i a n c u r l i n g c l u b. o r g

ISSUE 23

Newcomers Competition
Round Up
The annual RCCC Newcomers Competition saw 71 juniors from 12 different ice rinks
put into new teams to compete for the Newcomers Trophy at Greenacres Curling Rink
on Sunday 6th April.
It is hard to believe that team members were only introduced before they took to the ice for their
first game as the communication and teamwork was great throughout the day.
After each team had played four three end games, the High Road and Low Road semi-finalists were
determined and an individual challenge was held for the 40 other participants. The curling challenge
was won by Anne Craig from East Kilbride who had a better draw shot than Beth Farmer after both
were tied in the Challenge.
The High Road final was between Lewis Leslie (Kinross), Stuart Anderson (Waterfront), Clair Kirk
(Forfar) & Karen Shepherd (Ayr) and Hannah Beattie (Lockerbie), Mark Adam (Braehead), Sam King
(Greenacres) and Holly Wilkie-Milne (Perth). After Hannah’s team took a 4 in the first end, it looked like
it was going to be a one sided game but Lewis took a 4 straight back and left the spectators all on the
edge of their seats. Hannah’s team remained composed for the final end and scored to win the 2014
Newcomers Trophy.
High Road Winners pictured top right L-R; Mark Adam, Hannah Beattie, Holly Wilkie-Milne & Sam King.

The Low Road final saw Lisa Davie (Stirling), Gregor Young (Border), David Buchanan (Lanarkshire)
& Erin Furey (Greenacres) up against Ryan McCormack (Lockerbie), Scott Barr (Kinross), Zoe Agnew
(Braehead) & Lucy Blair (Greenacres). It was to be Lisa Davie’s team who were victorious on this
occasion and a special mention is deserved for Erin who was the youngest competitor at the age of 8,
who stepped in at the last minute to substitute and played 18 ends of curling!
Low Road Winners pictured bottom right L-R; David Buchanan, Lisa Davie, Erin Furey & Gregor Young.

Braehead Win
the National Virtual
Club Challenge
The National Virtual Club Challenge took place at Intu
Braehaead Curling Rink on Saturday 29th March. The
competition, now in its 5th year, was formerly known
as The National Virtual Bonspiel but was renamed
following the generous gift of a new trophy and prizes
from Kays of Scotland. Also supporting this year’s
event was sponsors George Leslie Ltd, Civil Engineering
Contractors.
During this season the number of Virtual clubs throughout
Scotland rose from 9 to 12 with Ayr, East Kilbride and The Waterfront
Pictured Sheila Swan presenting the trophy to the winners: (left to right) in Greenock joining the ranks. There was 24 teams taking part in
Madeline Sharp, Margaret MacAulay, Kirsty Meikle and Gordon Whitelaw.
the competition and it was great to see all 12 clubs represented this
year. Teams were put into two sections of twelve teams and had to play four four end games using a modified schenkle system. The first two games had
been pre drawn while the following games were based on rankings, meaning that you had to keep winning to move up the table.
After the dust had settled Braehead 1 were top of Section A on seven points but only by scoring one more end than Braehead 2 who were also on
seven points. These teams were closely followed by Kinross 2 and Lockerbie who were both on six points. In section B, Braehead 2 had won all four
games to sit on the top of the section with eight points. Stirling, Highland 2 and Braehead 4 were all on six points but Stirling took the 2nd spot having
scored more ends and shots than the other two.
The top team in each section then played each other to decide the overall winner. The teams in second spot also played each other to decide the 3rd
and 4th places. As a result the final was between Two Braehead teams, skipped by Kirsty Meikle and Eleanor McDougal and the 3rd and 4th place play
off was between another Braehead team and Stirling Virtual Club.
In the final the deciding end turned out to be the 3rd end when Eleanor’s team were lying four shots with only three stones to play in the end. Eleanor’s
team attempted to put up a guard stone, but it drew too much and left Kirsty with a chance. This was to be the shot of the day, as Kirsty watched her
stone draw through a tight port to nudge the lying stone back, her own stone rolling to the right and claiming the shot to go back in front by two shots.
Eleanor’s team tried everything in the last end to get the two they needed to take the game to an extra end but some excellent guard stones prevented
them the chance and Kirsty’s team were announced the winners.
Sheila Swan, National Curling Development Manager, presented the prizes and commented on the high quality and standard of curling. She reiterated
the fact that it was terrific that all the Virtual clubs were represented at the event and congratulated the finalists and all the teams for taking part.
Report and photo by David Horne, Braehead CDO
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2011 Scottish
Ladies Tour to
USA Reunion
On Saturday 29th March ten of the twenty
2011 Scottish Ladies Tour who visited the
USA were reunited with one of their couriers
Bridget Matzki (seated centre) at a lunch in
The Lovet Hotel Perth.
Bridget was over in Scotland as a member of the
Madison Rotary curling team who were runners up
at the World Rotary Curling Championships at Curl
Aberdeen.
Also joining the group for lunch were Beth Lepping
(seated left) who was chair of the organising
committee in Madison for the 2011 tourists and Mary Tibbets (seated right) who hosted Lynne Stevenson & Kay Gibb during their time in Madison. Vice
Captain, Caroleen Clark commented “It was lovely to meet up again with Bridget and to recall some of the great moments and memories we had while
on tour”
Report and photo courtesy of Kay Gibb

In season 2005/2006 a member of Bridge of Weir
Curling Club, based at Greenacres Curling Club, got
chatting to a friend from Blythswood Curling Club.
As both clubs were struggling for membership, they
came up with the idea of a friendly league. The late
George Elder, Match Secretary of Bridge of Weir, took
on the task of contacting other similar older clubs to
see if they would be interested in joining a mini league
made up of the older clubs based at Greenacres. So in
January 2007 The Auld Clubs’ League was born with
three rinks from Bridge of Weir and Kilbarchan, two
from Erskine and Lochwinnoch and one from Blythswood. The Auld Clubs’ league was ready for action. Howwood joined
the following season.
By this season, 2013/2014 the number has grown to twelve rinks; County and Dunlop have joined the ranks of the Auld Clubs’ League (ACL)
curlers. “The criteria for member clubs of the ACL shall be clubs that were founded many years ago and are struggling to maintain membership
levels. The fundamental purpose of the League is to provide participating clubs with a larger group of curlers who would play each other on a
basically social rather than a purely competitive basis. The emphasis is to be on the social side. The teams shall be of mixed gender. So that all
teams can compete simultaneously at Greenacres on final and starting evenings there shall be no more than 12 teams in the league.”
Of course there is a trophy for the winners of the league: a wooden curling stone made by club member Sandy Deans. It goes to the top rink/
club at the end of the season when the members have their final games of the current season followed by a dinner. Pictured are the twelve
teams of the league and this season winners County Curling Club.
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The Auld Clubs’
League

Report by Christine Stewart and Maryel Fitzrandolph. Photos by Hugh Stewart

One of our newest recruits to Curling is 8yr old Danielle Horne
(Granddaughter of the Curling Development Officer at Braehead)
and she was lucky enough to meet some of the current Scottish
Curling stars at the Glynhill International competition earlier this
season.
She can be seen in the photo at the Curling Rink with Jennifer Martin’s side
who were kind enough to provide autographs and also speak to Danielle about
her curling and some of her other hobbies as well, but curling is her favourite.
Report and photo courtesy of David Horne
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Bearsden Curling Club
As last year, Bearsden had three teams taking part in this year’s Kinross
Curling Weekend which was held between 7th and 9th March. Other clubs
participating were Aberdeen Petroleum, Banchory and BMA Victoria Ladies.
Bearsden was very well represented with playing members, non-playing
members and spectators for both Bearsden and BMA Victoria Ladies. This was
the source of much friendly rivalry!
There was a lot of good competition and by Saturday evening two of the Bearsden teams
were lying in second and fourth position in Group One. On Sunday morning Team Strathdee
won their game in the last end against one of the Aberdeen Petroleum teams, which secured
them a place in the High Road final on Sunday afternoon. This match was against the winners
from Group Two, a team from Banchory. In a very close match which again went to the last
end, Bearsden won by 8 shots to 7.
Many congratulations to Ian Strathdee, Valerie Browning, Anne Strathdee and Campbell Denholm (pictured). This is the first time that Bearsden has
won the High Road at Kinross since 2007. Everyone highly enjoyed the weekend and thanks are due to Valerie and Graham Browning for making all the
arrangements on behalf of Bearsden CC.
Report and photo courtesy of Colin Scott

Neilston Curling Club
Our curling is over for another season and all of the competitions have
been decided. All that remains is for the prizes to be distributed at the
annual prize giving dinner on Friday 25th April.
The Club owns a fair amount of silverware - see the annexed photograph of two of
our oldest trophies, the Leggat Cup and the MacLeod Cup. This photograph probably
pre dates the First World War. The MacLeod Cup was presented to the club in 1893 by
the Rev. Peter MacLeod who was the Club’s chaplain. The Leggat Cup was presented
to the Club by Andrew Leggat in 1910. These trophies will be collected by the winners
at the dinner and in addition the winners will also receive individual prizes. It is a very
endearing tradition of the Club that every year individual members volunteer to donate
prizes for each competition.
Neilston Curling Club are looking for new members and will again be providing free
coaching for members (including new members) of the club at the start of next year’s
season. For more information, please visit the Club’s website at www.neilstoncurlingclub.
com or contact Billy Ferrie who is the Secretary of the Club at bill.ferrie@todsmurray.com.
Report and photo courtesy of Bill Ferrie

Dundee Virtual Club
On Saturday 22 February Dundee and Kinross Virtual
Clubs came face to face for the first time at the Dewars
Centre, Perth to play a friendly game. There was two teams
Skipped by Michael Nicholson and Claire Cole for Dundee
Virtual and Dave Thomson and Brian Johnston for Kinross.
This game was all thanks to Bruce Falconer who contacted Karen
Smith about arranging a friendly between both Virtual Clubs.
Neither of the teams had ever played in Perth and had heard of
how great the ice is at Dewars Centre. Everyone looked forward to
experiencing different ice from Dundee, Forfar and Kinross.
It did not take long before everyone got into it and started to enjoy
the game. It was great to meet and chat to the opposition teams.
Members of each virtual club also shared tips and advice amongst
each other.
Afterwards everyone got together and exchanged experiences
and stories of how much we have all benefited from being a member of a Virtual Club over the last year.
Report and photo courtesy of Karen Smith
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Muskateers Curling Club
A team of curlers from Musketeers Curling Club played in this year’s
Halden Open, Norway over the weekend of 14 -16 March.
A small but keen and efficient club on the outskirts of the town, about an hour south
east of Oslo was hosting the event for the third year.
Alan Chalmers skipped a team of Johnnie Munro, Gordon Addison and Andrew
Penker who went into the final after four games were played on the Saturday when
they managed 28 shots without losing any over 3 games.
A pick up on Alan’s second shot of the final end cost them the title and a 3 -2
defeat was the result.
Report and photo courtesy of Gordon Addison

Monifieth and Panmure Curling Club
Monifieth and Panmure Curling Clubs held a joint Dinner and Curling Court on Friday 28th February at the Panmure Hotel,
Monifieth.
The evening was a great success and 8 members of the Monifieth Club and 5 Members of the Panmure Club were “Made”.
It has been a few years since either of the Clubs had such a full Court and it was a good opportunity to welcome the members properly to the curling
fraternity.
The main officials were Iain Fairlie, George Galloway of the Monifieth Club and Bill Cochrane of the Panmure Club.
Guest speakers included David Henderson, Vice-President of the Royal Caledonian Curling Club, Charlie Binnie, Nick Day, Bob Myles and Marion Duthie,
with the vote of thanks given by Sheilagh Macfarlane. Thanks to everyone who was involved in the organisation of the evening. It was an enjoyable and
memorable evening!!

Marion Pate’s rink won this season’s Ladies
League, on Tuesday 25th which was sponsored
by A. Hume Country Clothing. Teams skipped by
Venetia Scott and Marion Pate won through to
the final, in which Marion used the hammer to
good effect scoring more than one shot when
they had it, and restricting Venetia to single shots
when she had last stone. Well done to both rinks
for an entertaining final and a special thanks
to the ice techs for the great ice on the day and
throughout the season, which has seen many of
the competition finals coming down to the final
stone.
Pictured top right L to R; Moira Davidson, Debbie Higgins,
Mary Aitchison, Venetia Scott, Marion Pate, Margaret
Robertson, Nina Clancy and June Swan
The Agrii Border League final was played out on Tuesday
25th March on very keen ice which produced a great final.
Both clubs qualified from the same group (with Glendale
taking the honours in that game) and play off stages to set
up a Scotland v England clash. With the scores tied going
into the final end, Glendale had a shot guarded leaving
Duns a draw with the last stone to win the title, but it was
just a bit too heavy. The same Duns rink bounced back the
following evening to take the title in the Cullen Kilshaw
9.15 League; in which four teams were still in with a chance
of winning going into the final round of fixtures, and the
result wasn’t settled until the last stone was played in the
deciding tie.
Pictured bottom right L to R; James Dixon, Paul Jess,
Colin Martin, John Hodge, Joan Dixon, George Whiteford,
Andrew Dixon and Andrew Reed.
Report and photos courtesy of Robert Walker
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Strathcona Cup Tour
2013 Reunion
Congratulations to Jim Black, Morgan Nicoll, Peter Malcolm
and Willie King who were the happy winners of the first
reunion bonspiel where 56 curlers took part at Hamilton
Ice rink on 28th February. There was a great turnout, even
though sadly a few of our tour had holiday commitments.
We were very pleased to invite Robert Anderson, who sadly missed
our tour due to a serious injury; of course we are all thrilled that he has
recovered and will represent Scotland at the World seniors alongside
Lockhart Steele (vice-captain of the Central tour). Everyone present
appreciated the work of Lockhart and ice staff colleagues to put on our
day of curling. Lockhart even organised some extra transport so the
guys did not have to think about driving to the hotel where an evening
of great food and entertainment took place.
Everyone spoke about how quickly a year had passed by, and even
more surprisingly how many memories still held firm. We hope this will
be an annual event, and plans are already being made to gather in Ayr next season.
Report and photo courtesy of Phil Barton, Tour Secretary

The Thomas
Tunnock Bonspiel
The 6th annual Thomas Tunnock Bonspiel took place
at Hamilton from the 1st to the 3rd of April.
There were 10 teams taking part in the competition. Teams came
from Wales, England and all over Scotland to attend the event.
After three days of the round robin format the top four teams
were separated by two points and it took ends and shots to
establish the finalists.
In the end Team Donaldson (Ian Donaldson, Marie Duncan, Debbie
McKenna and Eddie Flemming) were declared the winners. Team
Malone (Angie Malone, Dave Whiteman, and Allan Hopkins) were
second. Northern Ice (Stephen McGarry, Brian Collins, Stuart
Pimblett and Paul McGinty) achieved third place by two ends.
On Thursday evening there was a Dinner and Prize giving
proceeded by a reception. Mr Boyd Tunnock presented the
winners trophy.
Our thanks go to Thomas Tunnock for their continued generosity and support of the competition. Thanks also to South Lanarkshire Council for hosting
the pre-dinner reception and a final thank you to South Lanarkshire Disability Sport for their support.
Report and photo courtesy of Ian Archer

Next Issue
Send us your club or rink news, events and articles to:

yourcurler@royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org
by 12th May 2014 for the next issue.
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