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Great Britain’s Wheelchair Curlers Take
Bronze at the Paralympic Winter Games
Great Britain’s wheelchair curlers
claimed Bronze in Sochi, in what was to be
Paralympics GB’s most successful Winter
Olympics to date, after beating China with
a score of 7-3 in the Bronze Medal Game on
Saturday 15th March.
After ﬁve wins from a possible nine in the roundrobin stages, Great Britain’s wheelchair curlers went
on to face Russia in the Semi-ﬁnals.
Russia raced to a 4-0 lead after two ends, thanks
to a steal of three points in the second end when
Great Britain skip Aileen Neilson didn’t quite get
her ﬁnal raise attempt right with her last stone.
Neilson made amends in the next end, good set
up play left her with a hit to score three points to
cut the scoreline to 4-3, still in Russia’s favour. The
turning point came in the fourth end however.
With his ﬁrst stone, Russia skip Andrey Smirnov
played a take-out to move a British stone out of
the house through several stones. After that, British
skip Aileen Neilson missed a draw with her ﬁnal
stone and although Russia could have taken eight
points, the Russian skip wrecked on a guard with his ﬁnal stone. Great Britain played on for another three ends before they ﬁnally conceded defeat in
the eighth end with the ﬁnal score 13-4. This meant that Great Britain would play China in the Bronze medal game after they lost their Semi-ﬁnal game
against Canada 5-4.
In the bronze medal game between Great Britain and China, China took early advantage, scoring one point in the ﬁrst end before stealing two points
in the second end after Great Britain skip Aileen Neilson was heavy with her ﬁnal draw.
This was to be China’s last points in the game as Great Britain began their comeback, taking two points in the third end before stealing two points of
their own in the next end to go into the fourth end break 4-3 ahead.
With the game still tight, Great Britain gained a crucial advantage in the ﬁfth end when skip Aileen Neilson played a raise tap back into the four foot
ring. Chinese skip Haitao Wang then missed his attempted take-out with his last stone to give up a steal of one point and leave the score at 5-3.
Great Britain then went on to steal single points in the next two ends before running China out of stones in the 8th, with the ﬁnal score 7-3.
The bronze medal winning team for Great Britain included skip Aileen Neilson, third Gregor Ewan, second Jim Gault, lead Angie Malone and they were
supported by alternate Bob McPherson, who played several games throughout the week as well, and coach Tony Zummack.
After receiving their medals, Great Britain skip Aileen Neilson said: “There are not many times I’m speechless, but I am speechless right now. This (her
medal) isn’t just for the four players that were on the ice. There are so many people who have contributed to what is hanging around our necks. I just
have to say thank you to each and every one of them.”
On winning a medal, Neilson reﬂected: “I always said that the team that would be the most consistent over the week would be the one that would go
home with a medal. I’m going to be proved otherwise. We weren’t the most consistent team but we got enough wins to get us to the play-oﬀs and stuck
to our plan and team dynamics. It’s maybe not the colour we set out to win, but to have a medal is just amazing!”
The bronze marks the ﬁrst Paralympic wheelchair medal for Great Britain since 2006 where they won silver. Angie Malone, a member
of the Turin team, has now become the most decorated GB curler in either Olympic or Paralympic history.
Report source WCF.
Photo: WCF / Alina Pavlyuchik 2014
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It has been conﬁrmed that the World Championships in
Dumfries will be the largest event ever held by the World
Curling Federation. A total of 74 teams (both senior and
mixed doubles) will arrive in the town for the World Mixed
Doubles and World Senior Championships. This is over
300 competitors and coaches. The competition starts on
the 24th April 2014, with up to 11 games a day to watch
until the ﬁnals on Wednesday 30th April. The organising
committee are aiming to make this event special for all
of the athletes involved with good curling and good
Scottish hospitality.
We have been delighted by the level of interest shown in the
volunteer roles available in Dumfries 2014 competition. Not only do
we have volunteers from most ice rinks in Scotland, but we’ve also
volunteers from England, Wales, Ireland not to mention Canada,
USA and New Zealand. The volunteer roles are wide and varied, this
includes ice making, timekeeping, scoring, statistics, stewarding,
drivers, bar staﬀ, media, schools liaison, player and oﬃcial liaison
and so on. With over 100 volunteers signed up to deliver in excess of 4000 hours of time covering 400 shifts, over 7 days, should give an indication of
important role that the volunteers will play to make the event run smoothly.
As a committee we would like to take this opportunity to thank the volunteers in advance of the tournament as without them the competition would
not run. There are still a few volunteer roles left if you’re still keen to get involved please email us at info@dumfriescurling.co.uk
A Taste of Scotland is an exciting new food festival celebrating the very best of Dumfries & Galloway locally produced food and drink which will be
running alongside the World Championships. There’s a full programme of daily foodie events to enjoy including chef demonstrations and tastings,
product sampling and whisky tasting. The A Taste of Scotland Food Festival will be open from 11am – 5pm from Thursday, 24th April to Wednesday,
30th April.
A special exhibition will be running in Dumfries Museum during the competition, entirely based on curling. The museum is free to enter and will be
open every day during the event.
No curling competition is complete, without the social side of the game.
Available throughout the event will be numerous bars and even a pop up restaurant. There will be live music and a ceilidh, not to mention trips
organised to Kay’s of Scotland and local trips to showcase Dumfries & Galloway. There will always be something to do at the Ice Bowl during the
competition.
Tickets are on sale now. You can purchase a tournament pass where you can come and go all week as you please which includes the ﬁnals or decide
which days you are coming and purchase a single day ticket. There is also the option to buy for the night session only for those who can’t make it all
day. All tickets give you access to both ice halls, so that you can sample both competitions. To buy tickets go to www.dumfriescurling.co.ukor they will
be available on the door.
Courtesy of Dumfries Local Organising Commitee

Dates for Your Diary
Ford Wold Women’s Curling Championship

Newcomers Trophy

Scottish Curling Pairs Championship

World Senior Curling Championships

Funspiel Finals

World Mixed Doubles Curling
Championship

Saint John, NB, Canada, 15-23 March

Stranraer Ice Rink, 21-23 March
Braehead Curling, 23 March

Ford Men’s World Curling Championship

Greenacres Curling Rink, 6 April

Dumfries Ice Bowl, 23-29 April

Dumfries Ice Bowl, 23-29 April

Beijing, China, 29 March – 6 April
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FUN

ON AND
OFF THE...
Curling Competition Weekend Packages

at The Green Hotel Golf & Leisure Resort in conjunction with Kinross Curling.
A fabulous weekend competition packed with fun and plenty of socialising!

Your weekend package includes a welcoming Cocktail Party & Dinner on Friday night,
accommodation on Friday & Saturday night in a double or twin room, full Scottish
Breakfast on Saturday & Sunday morning, guarantee of 3 games on the ice
over the weekend and a Dinner Dance on Saturday night.
DATES AVAILABLE:

ST ANDREW’S CELEBRATION: Friday 28th - Sunday 30th November 2014
Friday 30th January - Sunday 1st February 2015
VALENTINE’S WEEKEND: Friday 13th - Sunday 15th February 2015
Friday 6th - Sunday 8th March 2015
COST: Only £175 per person* (*based on 2 sharing a double / twin room) £20 supplement (single occupancy)
EXTEND YOUR STAY WITH OUR SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION RATES - ASK FOR DETAILS.
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Next Issue
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Send us your club or rink news, events and articles to:

yourcurler@royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org
by 11th April 2014 for the next issue.

Your Curler is published by The Royal Caledonian Curling Club.

www.royalcaledoniancurlingclub.org tel: 0131 333 3003

Goldline Extends SCT
Sponsorship
The Goldline Scottish Curling Tour recently announced that its title
sponsor, Goldline, have agreed to extend their current sponsorship deal
for another 3 years, with an option for a further 2 years after that. Goldline
have been sponsoring the tour since its inception in season 2011/12.
The announcement comes at a time when Goldline are continuing to develop their business within Europe by expanding their sponsorship
deals. Tour Chairman Iain Stobo “We are delighted that Goldline have agreed to continue their support and commitment to The Scottish Curling
Tour. They were instrumental in the initial set-up and success of the Tour. With their continued backing, and the raised awareness in the sport
coming from great results in Sochi we will hopefully build on that, over the next 3 years.”
This continued good news for the tour comes on the back of the recent announcement that the CCT event, The Edinburgh International, will
now also be part of the Goldline Scottish Curling Tour.
Both announcements show that the Goldline Scottish Curling Tour continues to grow and ﬂourish, and is now a very important part of the
Scottish Curling Calendar.
Report by Iain Stobo
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Ayr Win the Morton
Trophy
The Semi-ﬁnals and Finals of the Morton Trophy Competition were
played out at Fife Ice Arena on a glorious Spring day on Tuesday 11th
March 2014.
12 teams took to the ice at 10.15am to compete in the semi-ﬁnals with Lanarkshire
playing Aberdeen and Ayr playing Kinross. Lanarkshire won all their games against
Aberdeen, scoring 6 points and Ayr similarly won all their games against Kinross,
meaning that Lanarkshire and Ayr progressed to the Finals.
After lunch the 3 teams from Lanarkshire and the 3 teams from Ayr were back on the
Ice playing each other and this time the games were much closer at the halfway stage.
Team Agnew, playing for Ayr, always looked comfortable against Team Jackie Craig from
Lanarkshire and Team Agnew ultimately won their game 7 shots to 4. In the second
game Helen King’s team from Lanarkshire beat Team Lorraine Shaw from Ayr 7 shots
to 3. In the critical 3rd game, Marion Craig from Lanarkshire battled on against Gail
Thomson from Ayr but eventually team Craig ran out of stones and the ﬁnal score was
7 shots to 2 for Ayr.
Having won 2 of the 3 games in the Finals, Ayr were declared the winners of the Morton Trophy and presented with the trophy and their winners
badges and certiﬁcates by Ladies Branch President Fiona Hardie (pictured).
Vice President of the Ladies Branch, Mary Anne McWilliam gave the vote of thanks and RCCC President Alan Durno and Vice President David Henderson
joined the Ladies for lunch and came to watch the ﬁnal stages of the Morton Final, after their Area Standing Committee meeting, held at Kirkcaldy, was
ﬁnished.
Report and photo courtesy of Helen Gordon
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Scottish Wheelchair Curling Championship
Scottish Wheelchair Curling Championship, sponsored by Fergusson
Coal, took place at The Peak, Stirling from 5th- 7th March. 8 Teams
were split into two sections and after completion of the round robin
stage Teams Harvey and Lenton progressed to the Semi Finals from
Section A and Teams Hogg and Webster from Section B. The remaining
teams would play oﬀ for positions ﬁve – eight.
Team Lenton got oﬀ to a good start with a 3 in end 1 and Team Hogg repsonded
with a 1 in the second end. Team Lenton continued to apply pressure to lead 62 after 5 ends and sealed the win with a steal of 5 in the sixth end. Team Hogg
conceded with the score 11-2
In the second of the semi-ﬁnals Team Harvey continued the form they had in the
round robin and made it very diﬃcult for team Webster. Harvey made a good start
to lead 3—1 up after 3 ends. In the 4th end Harvey scored 4 and put the game out
of reach of team Webster which ended 8-2 to Harvey.
In the ﬁnal Team Harvey (pictured top right L-R Skip-Alex Harvey, 2-David Bain,
3-Eddie Flemming and Lead-David Telfer) maintained the level of play they had
throughout the Championship with the team all playing very well and Harvey
played some remarkable shots to take a 3—1 lead after 3 ends. Team Lenton
(pictured right L-R Lead-Jim Sellar, 3-Bill Masterton, Skip – Rosemary Lenton and 2David Wightman) played some great shots but Team Harvey kept up the pressure
and ran out worthy winners, 8-1.
In the 3/4 play oﬀ between Hogg and Webster, Team Hogg started very well and
were 4-1 up after 3 ends continued to a favourable 6-2 up after 5 ends. Webster
scored a big 3 in the sixth to tighten the score to 6-5 in favour of Hogg. The ﬁnal
end was very close with good shots from both teams. Fourth player for Team Hogg,
Daniel Cowan, was facing two Team Webster counters when he came to play his
ﬁnal stone but Daniel played a perfect draw to the four foot to win the game 7-5.
The event was very kindly sponsored by Fergusson Coal, represented by Mrs
Cecilia Fergusson (pictured) and Kirsty Fergusson.
Fiona Hardie (President-RCCC Ladies Branch) presented the Jackie Lockhart Sportsmanship Trophy, as nominated by the players to
Rosemary Lenton.
Report by Ian Archer and photos by Isobel Cowan

Ayr Retain the
Maxwell Trophy
The Knockout Stages of the Maxwell Trophy
took place at Lanarkshire Ice Rink on Tuesday
18th March after Ayr, Border, Lanarkshire
and Lockerbie Ice Rinks emerged from the
qualifying stages of the competition.
The morning session saw Ayr prevail over Border and
Lanarkshire prevail over Lockerbie, after both teams
won two of their three games.
The ﬁnal games in the afternoon were keenly contested
with Neil Kennedy (Ayr) winning his game against
Lockhart Steele (Lanarkshire) and Hugh Neilson
(Lanarkshire) winning against Rab Clark (Ayr). The
deciding game between Billy Howat (Ayr) and Willie
Baird (Lanarkshire) was a ding dong battle with the
result riding on the last stone. Howat failed in an attempt to guard a cluster of 4 stones at the front of the house, these then being “disturbed” by Baird.
Howat was successful in raising one of his own stones to remove the shot but left Baird with the opportunity to split two to win the game but the ﬁrst
stone jammed to leave Howat lying one to clinch the game and retain the Maxwell Trophy for Ayr.
Thanks to Marion Craig who umpired throughout the day and thanks also to all the staﬀ at Lanarkshire Ice Rink who contributed to the enjoyment of
the day.
Report by David Henderson
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Dumfries wins The Henderson Bishop Trophy
The ﬁnal stages of the Henderson Bishop 2014 were played
out at Dumfries Ice Bowl between 24th and 27th February.
The Final saw the young Dumfries team of Naomi White, Fiona
Telfer, Caroline Donaldson and Sophie Jackson (pictured
right) pitched against last year’s Cherrystone winners from
Murrayﬁeld – Susan Kesley, Jenny Barr, Fran Stretton and
Morna Aitken.
Murrayﬁeld, with the hammer, scored one in the ﬁrst end.(0:1) The
Dumfries girls blanked the second end and capitalised on the last
stone advantage with a two in the third.(2:1) Susan had to draw the
shot for a single to level the score at the halfway mark.(2:2) but at
the ﬁfth her last stone caught the guard and left Naomi with a hit
and stick for two.(4:2) The sixth end was tense with a lot of stones
in play. With Dumfries lying two, Susan’s attempted double but was
only partly successful and the home team managed to steal a one.
(5.2). Murrayﬁeld bounced back with a hit and roll for two at the
penultimate end. (5.4) The home team were under pressure in the
eighth but Murrayﬁeld’s last stone caught the guard and left Naomi
with a takeout opportunity. Calmness personiﬁed, the young
Dumfries skip obliged to secure the victory. (6:4)
The Low Road ﬁnal for the Cherrystone was between Lanarkshire
2 (Isobel Waddell, Jane McLaren, Carole Marsh, Elaine Turnbull) and
Stranraer (Gail Munro, Maureen Parker, Beth Parker, Mary Anne
McWilliam) Stranraer, with the hammer scored one in the ﬁrst (0:1)
and Lanarkshire levelled at the second (1:1). In the third end, Gail
had to play takeout to secure a point which she did (1:2) and then
eased further ahead with a steal of one in the fourth (1:3). The ﬁfth
end proved to be the turning point in this game. Stranraer’s last
play made no impact on the three Lanarkshire counters and left
Isobel with a draw for four (5:3) which she backed up with a steal
of one at the sixth (6:3). A Stranraer single followed in the seventh
(6:4) but they could not make up the deﬁcit in the eighth and ﬁnal
score (6:5) was recorded in Lanarkshire’s favour.
Report by Mima Telfer, photos by Brian McMeekin

Team Smith Win
the Scottish Curling
Mixed Championship
The Scottish Curling Mixed Championship took place at
Curl Aberdeen from 7th – 9th March 2014. Twelve teams
took part in two sections of six teams playing a round robin
format.
The ﬁnal was between Kyle Smith and his team of Hannah Fleming,
Billy Morton and Alice Spence (pictured) against John Penny, Kim
Brewster, Scott Macleod and Karen Barthelemy. Team Smith took 2 in the
second end to to go 2-1 ahead and had the only steal of the game in the
third end with a 1 to lead by 2 shots. Both teams managed only to score
1 thereafter with hammer and the game ﬁnished with a score of 5-3 in
Team Smith’s favour.
The shot of the tournament however was played by John Penny
(skipping Kim Brewster’s team) in the tie-breaker game where John played an in-wick to remove a stone lying in the four foot, guarded by Team
MacDonald.
This secured the last semi-ﬁnal place which saw David Mundell face Kim Brewster and David Edwards face Kyle Smith. Both semi ﬁnal games were
close with Brewster winning 6 – 5 and Smith winning 10 – 6.
Team Smith will now go on to represent Scotland at the European Mixed Championships; the venue has yet to be conﬁrmed by the World Curling
Federation.
Report by Laura Mutch
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Lockerbie
Lockerbie Hosted the Final leg of
the 2013/14 Asham U14 Slam on
8th March.

The National Masters Championships took place at
Greenacres Curling Club between 6th and 9th March where
eleven men’s teams and ten women’s teams took to the ice.
After the round robin stage it was down to four men’s and women’s
teams for the semi- ﬁnal stage.
In the men’s event Graham Lindsay and Bryce Smith made it to the ﬁnal
while in the women’s Margaret A. Robertson made it through after an
extra end in the semi- ﬁnal and Janette Wilson got through after seven
ends.
The men’s ﬁnal turned out to be a one sided aﬀair, Bryce Smith with
Ian Fleming, Gordon Gilchrist, Jim Raeburn (pictured top right) and ﬁfth
man Jim Padkin dominated the game from the ﬁrst end, they scored six
shots in the opening three ends and a steal of two in the ﬁfth end took
their lead to eight. It just wasn’t to be for Graham Lindsay and his team.
They did manage to put three shots on the board in the seventh but
conceded with in ﬁnal score line of 8/3 in Smith’s favour.
The women’s ﬁnal was very diﬀerent aﬀair and it was close all the way.
Margaret A. Robertson and her team of Venetia Scott, Gillian Smith and
Liz Cullen led by two after four ends and increased the lead to three with
a steal of one in the ﬁfth. Janette Wilson with Norma Brown, Christine
Report by Christine Stewart, photos by Hugh Stewart
Cheape and Liz Reid (pictured) tied the game 5-5 however with a score of
three in the sixth end. Team Wilson stole one in the seventh, but Team Robertson got one in the eighth to tie the game and force an extra end.
Team Wilson dominated the extra end scoring three shots to win the championship 9/6.
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Team Smith and
Team Wilson win
National Masters
Championship
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2 Groups of 10 took to the ice to play
a 3 game schenkel with the top 2 teams
qualifying for the semi ﬁnals.
The Asham Under 14 Slam had already been won by Team Callum
Kinnear (pictured L-R Mark Watt, Matthew McKenzie, Duncan
McFadzean and Callum Kinnear) from Perth but they were looking for
a clean sweep by winning all three events.
The Schenkel system certainly kept things interesting and all the
parents and supporters on the edge of their seats. Chief Umpire
Jim Hogg kept a close eye on proceedings and after some careful
counting the semi-ﬁnals were decided on the last shots of draw 3 of
each section. Team Kinnear’s hopes of a clean sweep vanished after
ﬁnishing out of the semi-ﬁnal qualifying spots in Section A.
Brendan Todd topped Section A and Ryan McCormack took 2nd place.
Gavin Hay topped Section B with James Hair’s team ﬁnding 2nd place. The Semi Final line up was Gavin Hay v Ryan McCormack & James Hair v
Brendan Todd.
Both games were evenly contested with Hay winning against McCormack on the last shot of the game playing a nice tap up to score 1. B Todd
required an extra end to progress to the ﬁnal in the 2nd semi-ﬁnal.
In the ﬁnal Hay took an early advantage scoring 2 in the ﬁrst and pilled the pressure on in the 2nd to steal a 2 for a 4 – 0 lead. Hay calmly cleaned
up in the 3rd end keeping his team focused on the job in hand to force another steel on 2 and a 6 shot lead into the ﬁnal end. In the ﬁnal end the
Hay team never took the foot oﬀ the gas and ran the Todd team out of stones to win the Asham Under 14 Lockerbie Event.
In the 3rd / 4th play-oﬀ both teams played some great attacking curling with Hair taking the lead scoring a 1 in the 1st end and stealing a 1 in
the 2nd end. The McCormack rink put together some nice shots in the 3rd end to score 3 and take the lead for the ﬁrst time in the game going
1 up in to the last end. With some tense exchanges of shots McCormack managed to get 1 in the 4ft and Hair was unable to remove it with his
last stone to leave a steal of 1 to Team McCormack rinks and 3rd place over all.
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Silver for Scotland
at World Junior
Championships
Scotland’s Junior Men took silver from this year’s World Junior
Curling Championships which took place in Flims, Switzerland
between 26th February and 5th March after a narrow defeat to
Switzerland by 6-5 in the men’s ﬁnal.
After managing to secure six wins from a possible nine in the round-robin
stages, Scotland’s Junior Men went on to face Norway in the tie breaker. This was to be a dominant performance by Kyle Smith’s team and they took
charge of the game early on Norway opened with last stone advantage, but could only score one point in the second end after blanking the ﬁrst. After
this, the Scots scored three points in the third end to take a 3-1 lead. The Norwegians fought back to 4-3 by the sixth but in the seventh the Scots moved
further ahead taking two to take a 6-3 lead. Norway closed the gap to 6-5 in the eighth end, but a nose-hit by Smith in the ninth moved the score to 8-5
in Scotland’s favour. After this the Scots then ran the Norwegians out of stones securing their place to the ﬁnal.
In the Final the Scots had last stone advantage in the ﬁrst end, and opened the scoring with a single point. Switzerland responded by scoring two in
the second end and then built on that in the third when Scotland’s skip Kyle Smith was short with his ﬁnal draw to give up a single-point steal and push
the Swiss lead to 3-1.
Solid Swiss tactics in the fourth end then forced Smith to draw for just one in the fourth end, and this reduced Switzerland’s lead to 3-2. However, the
Swiss built on their lead in the ﬁfth end when Switzerland’s fourth player Reto Keller tapped out a Scottish stone for two points and a 5-2 lead.
In the sixth end, Smith was just too thin on a double attempt with his ﬁnal stone, leaving one Swiss stone in the house, rather than removing it, to give
Switzerland a steal of one and a lead of 6-2. In the seventh end Scotland were looking for a big score to bring themselves back into the game, but
eventually Smith was forced to draw for one and reduce the Swiss lead by just one point, to 6-3.
Switzerland then blanked the eighth end and, in a dramatic ninth end, Switzerland’s fourth player Reto Keller had a complete miss with his last stone
to give Scotland a steal of one point that reduced the Swiss lead to 6-4 and gave the Scots a glimpse of hope. However, Keller made amends in the
tenth end when he took out one of two Scottish stones in the house to give his team a 6-5 victory and the ﬁrst Swiss world junior title since 2010, also
in Flims.
Afterwards, a disappointed Scottish skip Kyle Smith said, “we didn’t play our best by any means. You can’t take anything from them, they played very
well”.
The Scottish teams, including Gina AItken’s women, who managed three wins from their nine round robin games to ﬁnish eighth overall, and ﬁfth
among the European teams to maintain Scotland’s place in the women’s World Junior Championships line-up.
For a full competition roundup and reports go to the World Junior Championships on the RCCC website.
Report by Mike Haggarty
Photo courtesy of WCF / Richard Gray 2014

Kinross Win the Rink
Championship 2014
On a bright but breezy Friday the RCCC Rink Championships
kicked oﬀ at 9.30am on Friday 14th March, 2014.
Despite some last minute call oﬀs, after some excellent work by the
FIS staﬀ, the competition started only one team down. It was clear from
outset that it was going to be a tight competition and so it proved to
be.
After the round robin stages, played throughout Friday & Saturday,
the quarter ﬁnals saw rinks from Inverness, Greenacres (2), Forfar (2),
Kinross (2) and The Peak progressing to the knock-out stages.
After some excellent curling Inverness 1 played Forfar 1 and Kinross 2
played Greenacres 2 in the Semi-ﬁnals with Forfar 1 skipped by Adrian
White and Kinross 2 skipped by Ross McCleary working their way to
the ﬁnal.
In front of a large audience watching a very tight and closely fought
game, Kinross 2 went into the last end one shot down but with hammer
which was used wisely to play a delicate tap back for 2 and the game
and title of RCCC Rink Champions 2014.
Well done to all the rinks for making it a highly enjoyable competition
with great curling on the ice and fun oﬀ it. One of the weekend’s highlights was the toast to all the Team GB curlers as we watched the Team GB
Wheelchair curlers win the bronze medal, to add to the 2 medals already secured.
Thanks go to the staﬀ and management at Forfar Indoor Sports for hosting a super competition with excellent ice conditions and catering facilities
and to RCCC Ladies Junior Vice President Marion Fraser for presenting the trophies. Thanks must also go to the umpires for the long hours they put in
keeping everyone in order.
Report by Mike Ferguson
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9 EVENTS

Team Murray
and White
win the Asham
Under 17 Slam

The ﬁnal event in the 2013-14 Asham u17 Slam was held at Dewars Centre,
Perth on Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd March. It was still everything to play
for at the ﬁnal stage which would determine the two teams who would grab
the Grand Prize and be travelling to Fussen for the World Curling Federation
Summer Camp.
The ﬁrst game of the Round Robin is not usually the point in the competition where one
of the Overall Winners is decided, but with Katie Murray (pictured top right) keeping half
an eye on the results of Hailey Duﬀs games, it was a Hit and Roll attempt by Kerr Sands
against two counters that ran wide and instead of jamming which handed them the game.
After this Flint managed to ﬁnd a double take out and claim a 3 with his ﬁnal stone and
a win at 5-4. This meant that the maximum points Team Duﬀ could accumulate in this
competition, was 19 instead of the maximum 21 required handing the title and the trip to
Fussen to Team Murray.
Team Ross Whyte (pictured right) had been on good form all season and would be tough
to dislodge from the top of the podium, but Teams Luke Carson and Fraser Kingan were
within striking distance. Stepping up to the challenge Whyte took out Carson in the High
Road Quarter Final, while a round robin defeat had dropped Team Kingan to the Low Road
which meant they were not able to achieve the overall points required.
The Low Road Final was between Team James Hay and Team Cameron McNay with James
Hay, Vice Euan MacDiarmid, Second Gregor Bousie and Lead Ross Cormack emerging
victorious after a back and forth battle that came down to the ﬁnal stone.
The High Road Final was between Teams Ross Whyte and Robin McCall. McCall got the
ﬁrst point on the board but Team Whyte took control with a 2 in the 3rd end and steals of 1
in the 4th and 5th to allow them to hit for home. Handshakes in the 8th handed the title to Ross Whyte, Vice Bobby Lammie.

Lockerbie Academy
Win Scottish Schools
Championship
The Scottish Schools Championship took place at Murrayﬁeld
Curling between 14th and 16th March. There was 24 teams from
twenty one schools from across Scotland competing in the ﬁnals of
the competition.
After the round-robin stages the qualiﬁers were; Dumfries Academy and
Forfar Academy 3 from Section A, St Joseph College and Lockerbie Academy 2 from Section B, Mary Erskine and Wallace Hall Academy from Section C
and Stranraer Academy 1 and Balerno High School from Section D. Mary Erskine, Forfar Academy 3, Lockerbie Academy 2 and Wallace Hall progressed
to the Semi-Finals.
Forfar met Mary Erskine in the Semi-ﬁnals and after a defensive opening 3 ends teams, the score was 1-0 to Forfar. The turning point came in the 4th
end with Forfar lying four the Mary Erskine skip attempted a double take out but only managed to clear one, Forfar played a lovely freeze to lie ﬁve and
Mary Erskine attempted draw was heavy and Forfar stole a ﬁve to lead 6-0. Mary Erskine fought valiantly and scored 1 in the 5th but Forfar continued
their good play in the 6th end with a hit and stick to take three and progress to the ﬁnal.
In the other Semi-ﬁnal Lockerbie took on Wallace Hall. Lockerbie took the initiative leading 4-0 after the 4th end. Wallace Hall fought back with a two
in the ﬁfth end, after a great raised double take out from skip Ross Whyte. Lockerbie responded with a two in the sixth end after a raised double take out
of their own to make the score 6-2. Lockerbie took a further two in the 7th when a raised promote attempt from Wallace Hall was slightly tight leaving
Lockerbie to draw in for two and secure their place in the ﬁnal.
Lockerbie Academy continued their good form in the Final against Forfar Academy 3 taking a two in the 1st after Forfar’s attempted take outs were
slightly wide on two occasions. After a blanked 2nd end Forfar got one back in the 3rd end to make the score to 2-1. Lockerbie extended their lead to 3-1
after 4 ends after a double take-out attempt by Forfar was slightly tight removing only one of the Lockerbie counters. Lockerbie stole singles in the in
the 5th and 6th ends to lead 5-1. Forfar had the chance to take a two in the 7th end but only managed to secure a one after their draw attempt wrecked
on a Lockerbie stone making the score 5-2. Forfar continued to pressure in the 8th lying two but a fantastic double take out sealed the destination of
the trophy, handshakes were oﬀered and Lockerbie Academy Team of Cameron McNay, Ryan McCormack, Matthew Reive and Angus Naysmith claimed
the Scottish Schools Curling Championship with a score of 5-2.
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Ayr Curling Club
On Sunday 2nd March, 149 aspiring curlers took
to the ice to “Try Curling”. This was in addition to
the 48 who had turned up at the Junior Club that
same morning.
Following on from the tremendous interest that has been
generated the Try Curling initiative and by the success of
our Olympic teams, it seems that everyone would like to
give it a go.
Our own Scott Andrews, second in the Great Britain team,
was warmly welcomed back to Ayr. He gave unstintingly
of his time and was happy to have his photo taken with
everyone. Many thanks to Scott for his remarkable eﬀorts
in Sochi and also back home.
The feedback from the Try Curling participants was very
positive and we hope that they will come back to take in
the Beginners Courses and fully join in our great game.
Report and photo courtesy of Ronnie Peat.

Border Ice Rink
Yester won this year’s Harry Hogg competition, getting oﬀ to a
ﬂying start in the ﬁnal and never looking back.
The competition was sponsored by Graeme and Lesley Cowe from Border
Chainsaw and Lawnmower Services, which was their twelfth consecutive year
of sponsorship. With their fantastic support and the hard work of province
secretary Bill Cleghorn, the competition has been injected with a new lease of
life, with it being in danger of disappearing from the curling calendar.
In the winning team picture, Balfour Stewart was judged to be the person who
was best suited to wear the forestry safety helmet and visor, but the voting was
very close between all four Yester players!
Marie Curie Cancer Care Bonspiel was held at Border ice rink last month. The
two day competition, now in its twentieth year, again had a full house of 64
curlers.
The ﬁrst round of games on Friday saw an early leader, Dave Brown (chair of
the committee no less) who threatened to romp away with the title. However,
the Friday evening supper took its toll on Dave and his team, perhaps there were
a few strained limbs after pass the parcel (with live DJ) or the excitement of the
raﬄe.
So in the two rounds of games on Saturday, Dave’s team was soon reeled in. The
scoring was very close going into the ﬁnal session, with half of the teams still in
with a chance of winning.
At the dinner dance on Saturday night, the curlers (and guests) enjoyed a
three course dinner. Musical entertainment was provided by the talented Gary
Cleghorn (on vocals, piano and guitar) which kept the dance ﬂoor busy. A
quiz and a ﬂower auction raised further funds, before the sliding-pound-coincurlathon aiming for a whisky bottle.
The prize winners were also announced with June Swan, Bill Mitchell, Peter
Brewis and John Fleming taking ﬁrst prize. The runners up were James Stark,
David Oliphant, Gillian Sutherland and Wilma Cumming.
A special thanks must go to the loyal band of curlers from Fife who have
supported this competition for many years. Thank you also to the many sponsors
who give their generous support, and of course, the committee for bringing the event and the curlers together.
To see more pictures of the weekend and to ﬁnd out exactly how much the weekend raised, please visit the Border ice rink facebook.
Report and photos courtesy of Robert Walker
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Forfar Curling Centre
West End Garage Honda, sponsored the Forfar Centre Ladies Annual Open Curling Championship which was held on Wednesday
and Thursday 12th - 13th February. Teams from Edinburgh and Aberdeen travelled to challenge rinks from local clubs in and
around Forfar.
The competition was run using the
‘Schenkel’ system where teams with a similar
performance record are pitted against one
another. Following three rounds of play, ﬁve
teams were in with a chance of winning.
Games played in the fourth and ﬁnal round
were closely contested. Jo Fletcher aided by
Dorothy Robson, Louise Nicoll and Sheena
Carcary went into the last round having
recorded three wins but came up against
Carolyn Nicoll, Anne Shaw, Lillian Carnegie and
Karen Neill who played well to win by a single
shot. Two Edinburgh rinks, skipped by Barbara
Watt and Norma Taylor, had a tussle before
Barbara emerged as winner by three. Judith
Carr and her team from Aberdeen played well
to record a convincing win over Marnie Ewart’s
rink from Broughty Ferry.
So, at close of play three teams were tied on 6 points. Judith supported by Barbara Oag, Marie McFarlane and Rosemary Morrison were winners because
of most ends won; Jo Fletcher’s rink had a higher shots diﬀerence and so they claimed the Runner-up plate over Carolyn Nicoll’s team.
Report by Anne Kelly

Forres Curling Club
History was made when the Forres Curling Club’s overall points trophy was won for the ﬁrst time
by a lady in February this year. Amy MacDonald who curls for Forres Curling Club became the ﬁrst
woman to ever win the trophy since its presentation in 1895. This is not to mention the fact that Amy
is still only 16 and still a junior. The trophy is one of the oldest in the North of Scotland.
In the points competition Amy found herself leading from the front and scored higher than all other male and female
curlers to take the title and claim the Ladies inkwell for the third successive year in a row. Unfortunately last year’s
winner of the competition was not able to compete this year due to injury.
Forres Curling Club was established in 1873 and is one of the oldest Clubs in the North of Scotland.
Amy also curls with Moray Junior Club and is coached by the Moray Province Development Group whose aims are to
enhance the sport of curling and to encourage all ages to try the sport.
Report and photo courtesy of Amy MacDonald

South Lanarkshire
Wheelchair Curling
The ﬁnal of the Scottish Wheelchair Curling Championship
2014 was an all Lanarkshire aﬀair.
Ten teams from across the country took part. Two teams from SLWCC
fought for the trophy.
Three days of curling at Stirling resulted in a victory for the team
of Alex Harvey, Eddie Fleming, David Bain and David Telfer against
Rosemary Lenton, Bill Masterton, David Wightman and Jim Sellar. We
narrowly missed making it a clean sweep as another SLWCC team Paul Webster, Gordon Rainey, John Doyle and Angela Higson were just
piped at the post for 3rd place against a team from Stirling.
SLWCC were recently awarded Club of the Year by South Lanarkshire
Disability Sports in recognition of our continued success promoting
the sport of wheelchair curling to the wider community. The award
was made by the Provost at a lunch and was collected by the team
who won the 2013 British Open, Paul Webster, Gordon Rainey, John
Doyle and Angela Higson (all from SLWCC, pictured).
Our member Robert McPherson was also awarded Adult Sports Person of the Year at the same lunch. He joined our club four years ago and had no
previous experience of curling. Robert has since achieved a place in the Paralympic squad and is presently in Sochi competing. His achievements are
remarkable and are a testament to his dedication and determination.
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Fourth Valley Ladies
Curling Club
Four members of Forth Valley Ladies Curling Club in Stirling headed
for Stranraer last weekend (28th Feb) to join in the Marie Curie fund
raising event held at Northwest Castle Hotel.
We reached Stranraer in time for lunch before our game at 2.40p.m. and with still
plenty of time to spare we were able to try our hand at the Tombola and the other
fun games on oﬀer. The Tombola possibly being the only chance of a prize!
The event was so well organised, and the atmosphere was tremendous.
We had kindly been oﬀered B and B by one of the organisers and spent the night
in a lovely home in the quiet of the countryside.
A truly lovely weekend with friendly and fun curling and more importantly I believe
a four ﬁgure sum was raised for the deserving work of Marie Curie.
Report and photo courtesy of Carolyn Anderson

Ugie Curling Club
Ugie Curling Club hosted its ﬁrst annual Bonspiel on the
9th November at Curl Aberdeen. The club was founded in
1989 and admitted to the RCCC in 1990.
The Bonspiel was enjoyed by Ugie Curling Club members and
members from the neighbouring rinks, Aberdeen Wheelchair Curling
Club, Ballindalloch Curling Club, Fochabers Curling Club, Forres
Curling Club, Granite City Ladies Curling Club, Meldrum and Daviot
Curling Club, Moray Province, Turriﬀ Curling Club and Team Leudi.
Ballindalloch won the Bonspiel narrowly pipping Turriﬀ. The event
was sponsored by anCnoc (Highland Single Malt Scotch Whisky),
Taylor’s Furniture House and BIBBB. Due to the success of the event
it will now become an annual event, with the next event scheduled
for 1st November 2014 at Curl Aberdeen. Photos are of the winners
Ballindalloch and some of the Ugie Curling club members.
Report and photos courtesy of Karen Wares

Neilston
Curling Club
Neilston Curling Club wish to congratulate both David
Murdoch and his team and Eve Muirhead and her team for
their successful campaigns at the Winter Olympics. Didn’t
they do well! Neilston Curling Club is very proud to be
associated with David Murdoch who provided coaching
sessions for its members at the start of the season.
There is still a couple of months left in Neilston Curling Club’s
Season and there is much to play for.
On Saturday 1st February, Neilston Curling Club again retained
the Jack Barr Salver in their annual competition against Barrhead
Fereneze Curling Club.
The Macleod Cup Bonspiel took place on 12th February and was
won by a strong team comprising Brian Heron, Andy Robinson and
Billy Ferrie (pictured) with a 14 shot margin.
The ﬁnal of the Pairs competition took place on 5th March. It is a
tradition of Neilston Curling Club that directly after the ﬁnal of this
competition, members of the Club compete for Johnny’s Pound trophy. This competition involves each competitor throwing two stones with the winner
being the curler who draws their stone closest to the button. The trophy is named after a founding member of the Club, local farmer, the late Johnny
Carswell, who would often challenge an opposing skip to draw a shot for a pound at the end of a match.
Neilston Curling Club will again oﬀer subsidised coaching for members of the club (including new members) at the start of next year’s season. If
any readers are interested in becoming a member of Neilston Curling Club, they should contact Billy Ferrie who is the Secretary of the Club at bill.
ferrie@todsmurray.com. For more information, please visit the Club’s website at www.neilstoncurlingclub.com.
Report by Bill Ferrie
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